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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

In the pages of this book the Community of 
True Inspiration has been treated from three 
points of view, namely : the history of the Com- 
mmiity; the life and the social institutions of 
Amana ; and the religious beliefs and customs of 
the Inspirationists. 

The early history of the Communiiy as given 
in Part I is brief, since the beginnings belong to 
European rather than to American history. In- 
deed, a separate volume might well be devoted to 
the history of the Inspirationists in Europe. For 
such an undertaking there are in the Archiv at 
Middle Amana thousands of pages of manuscript 
material hitherto unused either by European or 
American students. 

The descriptive account of Amana, present- 
ed iu Part II, portrays the life and social insti- 
tutions of the Community and is intended as a 
contribution to the contemporary history of the 
Commonwealth of Iowa. 

Since the meaning of Amana is to be found 
in the fact that the real Amana is Amana the 
Church — Amana the Community of True In- 
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spiration — special attention is given in Part lU 
to the religious beliefs and customs of the In- 
spirationists. 

Through numerous quotations (and in some 
instances extended extracts) from the sources, 
the author has hoped to reveal the spirit of this 
remarkable Commimity and explain in a measure 
the Weltanschauung of the Inspirationist in his 
own words. This was found to be especially dif- 
ficult since the sources are wholly in the German 
language, as a glance at the Notes and References 
will indicate. Furthermore, much of the vocab- 
ulary used in the sources is more or less obsolete 
or provincial. The sentence construction is 
often loose and incomplete. In the historical 
narratives, as weU as in the religious literature, 
the phraseology of the Bible is frequently used 
or imitated. Throughout the testimonies there 
is considerable tautology; and the language de- 
scribing religious experiences is naturally vague 
and indefinite. And so, some of the spirit (and 
no little of the thought) has doubtless been lost 
in the translations ; but by adhering rather close- 
ly to a policy of literal translation it is hoped 
that much has been preserved in the English 
version. In this connection the author desires 
to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered 
by Mr. Josef Wiehr (Instructor in German at 
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The State University of Iowa) by whom many 
of the religious docmnents, which are published 
in English for the first time in this book, were 
translated. 

It would be difficult to make adequate or 
individual acknowledgement of the assistance 
which has come from members of the Oommimity 
and without which this volume would have been 
impossible. In a real sense the whole Commu- 
nity, whose hospitality the author has so often 
enjoyed, have contributed to its pages. But 
more especially is the author indebted to the 
many members whose personal acquaintance she 
has made and whose friendship she has cherished 
during the past eighteen years. Names, dates, 
and statistical facts may be obtained from books, 
reports, and blanks; but the spirit of a commu- 
nity and the Weltcmschauung of its people are 
more adequately transmitted through personal 
contact and years of social intercourse. 

Bebtha M. H. Shambaxjoh 

Iowa City Iowa 
May 1908 
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INTEODUCTOEY 

In one of the garden spots of Iowa there is a 
charming little valley from which the surround- 
ing hills recede like the steps of a Greek theater. 
Through this valley the historic Iowa Eiver flows 
peacefully to the eastward. A closer view reveals 
seven old-fashioned villages nestling among the 
trees or sleeping on the hillsides. About these 
seven villages stretch twenty-six thousand goodly 
acres clothed with fields of com, pastures, meadows, 
vineyards, and seas of waving grain. Beyond and 
above, surrounding the little valley, are richly tim- 
bered hills, forming as though by design a frame 
for this quaint picture of Amana — the home of the 
Community of True Inspiration. 

A bit of Europe in America, a voice out of the 
past on the world's western frontier, this unique 
Community stands as the nearest approach in our 
day to the Utopian's dream of a community of men 
and women living together in peace, plenty, and 
happiness, away from the world and its many dis- 
tractions. But the communism of Amana is not a 
dream: it is a fact — an established order of life. 

Of more significance, however, than the fact of 
communism at Amana is the deeper truth that, while 
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standing at the head of snccessfnl commnnistic so- 
cietieSy the rise and development of the Community 
of True Inspiration were in no way inspired by the 
social philosophy of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. Indeed, communism is only incidental 
to the life and thought of this Community: its chief 
concern is Spiritual. Bom of religious enthusiasm 
and disciplined by persecution, it has ever remained 
primarily a Church. And so the real Amana is 
Amana the Church — Amana the Community of 
True Inspiration. 

In language, in manners, in dress, in traditions, 
as well as in religious and economic institutions, the 
Community of True Inspiration is foreign to its sur- 
roundings — so much so that the visitor is at once 
impressed with the fact that here is something dif- 
ferent from the surrounding world. In the eight- 
eenth century the Inspirationists paid the penalty 
in the Old World for their non-conformity to estab- 
lished customs by imprisonment and exile. In the 
twentieth century they are objects of curiosity to 
their neighbors and the subject of no little specula- 
tion. The Inspirationist is by nature and by dis- 
cipline given to attending quietly to his own busi- 
ness; and much impertinent inquiry on the x>&rt of 
visitors has intensified this reticence. But Amana 
has no secrets to hide from the world. Full liberty 
to worship Gh>d in their own way and to be let alone 
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INTEODUCTOBT 17 

are all that the men and women of this Commu- 
nity have ever asked of their neighbors. And the 
stranger who comes with ^^ honest intentions,'' sym- 
pathy, and a fair degree of common politeness finds 
at Amana a naive frankness, a whole-souled heart- 
iness, and a hospitality that for genuineness are 
rarely excelled in the outside world. 

There is much in the life of the people of 
Amana that seems plain and monotonous to the 
outside world. And yet we are compelled to ac- 
knowledge frankly that theirs is in many respects 
a more rational and ideal life than that which is 
found in our average country village. It is more 
genuine and uniform. There are no ** company 
manners'', and fewer ** white lies." There is less 
extravagance; no living beyond one's means; no 
keeping up of ** appearances"; and fewer attempts 
to pass for more than one is worth. 

But of more fundamental concern than plain 
living is the fact that the Community of True In- 
spiration has throughout its history been dominated 
by an ideal and a determined purpose to realize that 
ideal. To this end they persevered, suffered, and 
sacrificed for nearly two hundred years. And final- 
ly, that their ideal of a simple religious life might 
prevail, they substituted a system of brotherly co- 
operation for one of selfish competition. For over 
half a century the Community has enjoyed material 
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prosperity imder this system of commnmsmy being 
one of the few commnnistic societies which have 
shown steady and continnons increase in member- 
ship and in property. 

It is apparent, however, that that isolation from 
the world for which the Commnnity of True Inspi- 
ration has so earnestly striven and which it has so 
jealously guarded for six generations becomes less 
and less easy to preserve. Bailroads, telephones, 
and daily newspapers have at last brought the 
Community and the world so close together that, 
despite the earnest efforts of the First Brethren, 
marked changes are taking place in the customs 
of the people and in their attitude toward life. 

Whether the spirit of brotherly love and devo- 
tion to the ideals of the Vrgrosseltern will be strong 
enough in this day and generation to counteract 
successfully the **ways of the worW can not be 
foreseen. But whatever lies hidden in the future 
for the Community of True Inspiration, the history 
of mankind is the richer for their example of loyal 
devotion to religious inspiration and plain living. 
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THE NEW SPIRITUAL ECONOMY 

As a religious movement the Community of 
True Inspiration traces its origin to the German 
Mystics and Pietists of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. ^ Its rise was one of the numerous 
protests against the dogmatism and formality that 
had grown up in the Lutheran Church. As a dis- 
tinct religious sect the Community dates from the 
year 1714 with the writings and teachings of Eber- 
hard Ludwig Gruber and Johann Friedrich Bock, 
who are regarded as its real founders.^ 

Gruber was a Lutheran clergyman who had 
incurred the displeasure of the church by de- 
nouncing the forms that had crept into its organ- 
ization and polity; while Rock was the son of a 
Lutheran clergyman whose father's faith had 
** ceased to satisfy the yearnings of the soul.'' In 
their search for truth these ** heroes of faith" 
foimd each other, and together they studied the 
Pietism of Spener;^ together they meditated upon 
the mysteries of religion; and together they form- 
ulated and improved the doctrines of the early 
Mystics and Pietists — particularly of that little 
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22 COMMUNITY OP TRUE INSPIRATION 

branch of the Pietists which arose during the last 
quarter of the seventeenth century and whose fol- 
lowers are said to have ^^ prophesied like the 
prophets of oW and were called the **Inspira- 
tionists." 

Gruber and Bock believed profoundly in the 
Inspiration of the Bible; but they also believed in 
present-day Inspiration. **Does not the same Qtod 
live to-day f they argued, "and is it not reason- 
able to believe that He will inspire His followers 
now as thenf There is no reason to believe that 
God has in any way changed His methods of com- 
munication, and as He revealed hidden things 
through visions, dreams, and by revelations in 
olden times He will lead His people to-day by the 
words of His Inspiration if they but listen to His 
voice.*' ^ 

In the Community of True Inspiration as 
founded by Gruber and Bock (or in the **New 
Spiritual Economy'' as it is called in the early 
records) divine guidance came through individuals 
who were regarded as especially endowed by the 
Lord with the "miraculous gift of Inspiration" and 
who were called Werkzeuge. Through these Werk- 
zeuge (instruments) the Lord testified and spoke 
directly to His children, the Werkzeug being "solely 
a passive instrument in the hands of the Lord."^ 
This is still the unique fundamental doctrine of 
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the Commimity of True Inspiration, although there 
has been no Werkzeug since the death of Barbara 
Heinemann in 1883. 

From the time of Bock and Gmber the Werk- 
zeug has usually been accompanied by a Schreiber 
(Scribe) who faithfully recorded all that was said 
by the Werkzeug while under the influence of the 
Spirit of Inspiration. Indeed, a large portion of 
the thousands of pages of manuscript archives pre- 
served by the Community consists of the recorded 
words or testimonies (Zeugnisse or Bezeugnisse or 
Bezeugungen) of the Werkzeuge. Published accord- 
ing to ^^the dictation of the Lord and the decision 
of the Brethren" in volumes of convenient size and 
distributed among the faithful, these Zeugnisse or 
Bezeugungen are regarded as of equal authority 
and of almost equal importance with the Bible. In 
his Kennzeichen der Gottlichkeit der Wahren In- 
spiration, Eberhard Ludwig Gruber defines the 
**new word and testimony" thus: 

Its truths are in common with the written word of 
the prophets and the apostles .... It aspires for 
no preference; on the contrary it gives the preference 
to the word of the witnesses first chosen [prophets and 
apostles] just after the likeness of two sons and brothers, 
in which case the oldest son as the first-bom has the 
preference before the younger son who was bom after 
him, though th^ are both equal and children begotten 
of (me and the same father. 
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And later in the same essay he says : 

But both the old and the new revelation, of which we 
here speak, are of divine origin and the testimonies of 
one and the same Spirit of Qod and of Jesus Christ, 
just as the sons mentioned above are equally children of 
one and the same father though there exists through the 
natural birth a slight difference between them. 

Gruber, who was an ardent student, wrote much 
regarding false and true Inspiration; for it was 
the belief of Gmber and Bock and their followers 
that there was false as well as true Inspiration. 
In other words they held that many persons who 
considered themselves inspired instruments were not 
such in fact. From the very beginning of the Com- 
munity it was customary to appoint a committee 
to examine those who spoke by Inspiration; and 
the early Jahrbiicher or Bezeugungen des Geistes 
des Herrn record many instances where the aspiring 
Werkzeug was condemned as false^ denied the priv- 
ilege of prophesying, ^*and thereupon underwent, 
indeed, sincere submission and humiliation.''^ In 
his Bericht von der Inspirations-Sache, Gruber de- 
scribes his own sensations on coming in contact 
with a false spirit in these words : 

This strange thing happened. If perchance a false 
spirit was among them [the congregation] and wished to 
assail me in disguise, or if an insincere member wished 
to distinguish himself at our meeting in prayer or in 
some other manner, then I was befallen by an extraordinary 
shaking of the head and shivering of the mouth; and it 
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has been proven a hundred times that such was not 
without significance, but indeed a true warning, what- 
ever he who is unskilled and inexperienced in these matters 
may deem of it according to his academic precepts and 
literal conclusions of reason. 
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THE SPBEAD OP THE FAITH : PBBSEOUTION 

Gruber and Bock, and others in the tiny band 
who were acknowledged to have the spirit and gift 
of Revelation and Inspiration, '^went about preach- 
ing and testifying as they were directed by the 
Lord/' ^ They made extensive travels through Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Holland, and other European 
countries, establishing many small congregations of 
foUowers. Under the date of June 29, 1716, there 
are recorded in Inspirations-Historie the following 
questions which were asked by Gruber of those who 
wished to share the ^ treasure and blessing'' of 
True Inspiration: 

(1) Whether he intends to behave as a true member 
of the Community of Jesus Christ towards the members 
and also in respect to the public prayer meetings and 
the arrangement of the same! 

(2) Whether he be ready to suffer all inward and 
external pain and to risk cheerfully through the mercy 
of God everything, even body and soult 

(3) Whether he had obtained divine conviction with 
regard to the work and word of Inspiration; and whether 
he for his purification and sanctification would submit to 
the samef 
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(4) "Wliether he was in a state of reconciliation, or 
in some disagreement with some Brother or Sister; also 
if he had aught to say against anyone, or if anyoae had 
anght to say against himt ^ 

The nnmbers in these congregations of the New 
Spiritual Economy were not large during the min- 
istration of Gruber and Bock; but the religious 
fervor they aroused was nevertheless rather dis- 
concerting to the established church. 

The boldness with which these independent 
religionists attacked **the utter hoUowness and for- 
mality'' of the church of state and denounced the 
** godless and immoral lives" of many of the clergy 
naturally brought them into conflict with the es- 
tablished church and the orthodox clergy.^ Their 
cause soon encountered the opposition of the gov- 
ernment, for the Inspirationists declined to perform 
military duty or to take the legal oath. **We can- 
not", they said, ** serve the state as soldiers, be- 
cause a Christian cannot murder his enemy, much 
less his friend." 

Their refusal to take the oath was based on 
the fifth chapter of Matthew, especially upon the 
two passages: *^But I say unto you, Swear not 
at all;" and, **Let your communication be, Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than these 
Cometh of evil." In their literal adherence to this 
scriptural injunction, they suffered cruel humilia- 
tion and even persecution just as the Quakers in 
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England and the pioneers of a score of other re- 
ligions conunnnities have in their torn suffered for 
the iniqnity of **being different'* 

There is, moreover, an account written in the 
year 1717, of the arrest of Johann Adam Gmber 
and his companions for refusing to take the oath, 
which shows their aversion to ** obeying the com- 
mands of the flesh whidti are contrary to divine 
law.'* 

Before the city gate the executioner untied us in the 
presence of the sherifiF. The latter held in his hand a 
parchment with the oath written upon it and bade us 
raise three fingers and to repeat. We replied that we 
should not swear. He urged us forcibly with many threats. 
The Brother [H. S. Gleim] repeated again that we should 
not swear; we should give a promise with hand-shake 
(Handgelobniss) and our word should be as good as an 
oath, yet he would leave to me the freedom to do as I 
pleased. I afiSrmed then likewise I should not swear since 
our Saviour had forbidden it. *° 

The displeasure of the governments of some 
of the smaller German states was further aroused 
by the refusal of the Inspirationists to send their 
children to the public schools which were conducted 
by the Lutheran clergy. They were perfectly will- 
ing to support the state schools, or to pay the fines 
imposed by the government for non-conformity with 
the law; but they wished to train their children in 
their own way and in their own simple faith. This 
disregard of the dictates of both church and state 
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brought upon them the wrath of both institations. 
They were persecuted and prosecuted; they were 
fined, pilloried, flogged, imprisoned, legislated 
against, and stripped of their possessions. And 
to the shame of the German Lutheran Church of 
the eighteenth century it is recorded that in Zurich, 
under the auspices of the Lutheran clergy and by 
order of the city council, their pamphlets were pub- 
licly burned by the executioner, their members pil- 
loried, then flogged through the principal streets, 
each person receiving sixty-two lashes, while the 
clergy of the established church followed and joined 
with the mob in yelling its approval when the streets 
were colored with their blood," But in spite of 
the edicts of city councils, in spite of public hu- 
miliation and torture, the congregations of Lispi- 
rationists continued to multiply. 

As persecution increased the Inspirationists 
naturally sought refuge imder governments where 
the largest liberty was allowed. Perhaps the most 
liberal government in Germany during the eight- 
eenth century was that of Hessen; and here the 
followers of Gruber and Bock came in great num- 
bers. " 
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DEATH OF GEUBBB AND ROOK : THE DECLINE 

In the accounts for the year 1728 it is recorded 
that on December 11, ^^ after a blessed period of 
two times seven years spent in the service of this 
Brotherhood and Commnnity into which the Lord 
through His holy Inspiration had led him/' the 
time came to pass ^^when it pleased the Lord to 
recall His faithful worker and servant E. L. Oruber 
from this life and to transplant him into a bliss- 
ful eternity." *^ Twenty-one, or ** three times seven" 
years later, on the second day of March occurred 
the death of Johann Friedrich Bock; and with the 
record of his death is given this characteristic bio- 
graphical sketch with its seventeenth century accent 
of the mystic seven: 

The time of his pilgrimage on earth was 10 times 7 
or 70 years, 3 months and 3 days. In the year 1707, 
when he was 4 times 7 years old, he emigrated with Br. 
E. L. Oruber from his native country. In the year 1714, 
when he counted 5 times 7 years, there came to him the 
gift of the Spirit and of Prophecy and he made until 
1742, in 4 times 7 years, over 100 lesser and great journeys 
in this service. In the year 1728, when he was 7 times 
7 years old he lost his faithful Brother, E. L. Oruber, 
and in 1742, when he counted 9 times 7, or 63 years, he 
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ceased to travel into distant countries and spent the re- 
maining 7 years largely at home. ^* 

With the death of Bock the gift of Inspiration 
is said to have ceased among his people. The 
Commnnities began to decline. In the acconnt of 
the year ITSO, Christian Metz in his Historische 
Beschreibung der Wahren Inspirations - Gemein- 
schaft relates that, ^^ after the death of the beloved 
sainted Brother Joh. Fried. Bock, well-fonnded 
Brethren endowed with divine mercy who were still 
living witnesses of the great blessings of Inspira- 
tion carried on the work of the Lord in the Com- 
mnnities. One by one these faithful witnesses and 
Elders went into eternity and were followed by less 
gifted and less blessed Brethren and Elders who 
as much as possible filled the widening gap.''^^ 
In lieu of a Werkzeug they read and reread the 
writings and testimonies of Bock and Gruber. The 
movement, however, was on the wane. ^^ **At the 
beginning of the nineteenth century but few of the 
once large congregations remained; even these few 
had fallen back into the ways of the conmion world 
more or less, preferring an easy-going way to the 
trials and tribulations suffered by their fathers.'' ^' 

The historian, Gottlieb Scheuner, in his accoimt 
of the Decline, laments that **the majority of the 
old Elders did not wish to be disturbed in their 
own lukewarm manner and form of worship to 
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34 COMMUNITY OP TRUE INSPIRATION 

which they had become accustomed. '^ ^^ Indeed, 
^^they did not really possess the deep foundation 
and experience in divine things; although they still 
preserved the old rules of the Community as to 
assembling and common discussions." Another 
cause of the spiritual decline of the Communities 
was their peaceful external state. **They had no 
longer to endure the religious struggles and trials 
for freedom of conscience and most of them now 
thought and strove more for material prosperity 
and success than for divine things. '^ 

A third cause for the spiritual decline is f oimd 
''in the circumstance that the last decades of the 
previous [the eighteenth] and the first decades of 
the present [the nineteenth] century were hard and 
trialsome times for nearly all Europe because of 
great wars, destructions^ and devastations, so that 
at times all commerce and intercourse as like- 
wise journeying and correspondence were checked, 
whence a stop and stagnation resulted in everything. 
The places and neighborhoods where the Communi- 
ties were had also to suffer much under the general 
oppression." What can be said of the work of 
grace during the following years *' consists only of a 
few fragments and brief remarks." ^* 
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IV 
MICHAEL KRAUSBRT AND THE EEAWAKENINO 

The Decline continued until the year 1817 — 
almost three quarters of a century — when, we are 
told, '^a new and greater period dawned for the 
Connnunity. The old workers had long ago fore- 
told that the good work would not die out, that 
there would come a time when new teachers would 
arise and with new life and vigor proclaim the old 
doctrines. For years the prospect for the fulfil- 
ment of these prophecies had been dark and gloomy 
and many had begun to doubt their truth. But the 
time had now arrived, the revival came, and with 
it new life and zeal were awakened.'* ^^ 

Michael Krausert was the ** first Werkzeug 
whom the Lord employed for the now commencing 
revival.*' He was a tailor journey-man of Strass- 
burg **who sought and searched everywhere to find 
what would satisfy the longings of his heart.'* ^ 
In the course of his travels ^^the testimonies of 
Br. Bock fell into his hands, and in these he found 
the key to the concealed yearnings of his soul which 
thereby was now led into this channel. The Lord 
took him more and more into His inner training, 
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bestowed His mercy upon him, and made him a 
Werkzeug of Inspiration/^ ^^ On September 11, 
1817, he gave his first testimony to the Conmmnity 
at Bonnebnrg in the form of a summons for the 
new revival. It reads in part thns: 

Oh Ronneborg! Ronneborg! Where are thy former 
champions, the old defenders of the faith t They are no 
longer to be f omid, and effeminates dwell in the citadeL 
WeU, then, do ye not desire to become strong! The eternal 
power is offered to you. ^ 

Thus a new era was ushered in at Bonnebnrg 
and the other Communities; and the '^ souls that 
had been longing for a revival rejoiced and rec- 
ognized in the event the beginning of that new awak- 
ening and bestowal of mercy for which they were 
yearning/' There were, however, some ^^selbsU 
stdndige und eigenmdchtige^^ Elders who '^ despised 
and rejected this new summons of the Lord, saying 
that they had had enough of testimonies.'*^^ But 
those **who bore within themselves a longing for 
renewal'', those ** whose hearts and eyes the Lord 
could open that they might see the light and com- 
prehend and seize upon the new mercy", gathered 
about the new Werkzeug of Inspiration. And ^^thus 
began the *great power' and the *new day' which 
the Lord had promised." ^ 

A few months later Barbara Heinemann, ^^eine 
gam geringe und ungelehrte Magd'* (a humble and 
unlearned servant maid) of Leitersweiler, Alsace, 
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' and Christian Metz, a carpenter of Bonneburg (a 
grandson of Jakob Metz who joined the Community 
just a century before) ^'came to a spiritual awak- 
ening, were endowed with the miraculous gift of 
Inspiration, and prepared for the service of the 
Lord and the Conmiunity. Thus the work of the 
Lord made good headway; and there followed a 
most blessed time abounding in mercy. "^* 

With all his religious fervor Krausert seems 
to have lacked the courage to face the persecutions 
that threatened the revival of the unorthodox doc- 
trines of the Lispirationists ; and it is recorded that 
'^at the arrest and subsequent examination at Berg- 
zabem he showed fear of men and resulting weak- 
ness/'^^ There were also internal troubles; and 
when ''the old hostile Elders seemed to assume a 
threatening attitude, Krausert became timid and 
undecided and ran, so to speak, before he was chased. 
Through such fear of men and reluctance for suf- 
fering he lost his inner firmness in the mercy of 
the Lord, went gradually astray from the divine 
guidance", and **soon fell back into the world. "^^ 
In truth when ^'he did not again find himself" he 
was through the Council of the Brethren {Bruder- 
rafhsbeschhiss) severed from the Community.^* 
And thus for a time **the tie of love joined by 
the Lord himself was torn, and the beautiful and 
blessed spiritual harmony existing at first had been 
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destroyed to the great grief of the Lord and of 
all faithful souls, especially of those who through 
Kransert had been led into the steep paths of spir- 
itual life/' But in spite of his extremely human 
frailties Michael Krausert is given full credit in 
the Conmiunity records for the important part he 
played in the Beawakening. ^ 

After the fall of Krausert the spiritual affairs 
of the Community were under the guidance of 
' Christian Metz and Barbara Hein^nanUy who car- 
ried on the work in much the same way that Bock 
and Gruber had done a century before. They came 
to be regarded as the true founders and recognized 
as the leaders of what was now called the **New 
Conmiunity. ' ' ^^ 
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THE STORY OP BAEBARA HEINEMANN 

The story of Barbara Heinemann is one of 
the most interesting chapters in the history of the 
Commnnity of True Inspiration. She was bom out- 
side of the influence of the New Spiritual Economy, 
and **had, moreover, grown up ahnost completely 
without education and culture.'* Her parents were 
so poor that at the early age of eight she was sent 
to a neighboring factory to earn a pittance at spin- 
ning wool. Later she earned her living as a ser- 
vant; but, like the Maid of Orleans, she dreamed 
dreams and saw visions. **The grace of God acted 
so powerfully upon my heart*', says Barbara Heine- 
mann in her Kurze ErzoMung von den Erweckungs- 
Vmstanden, ^^that I often felt strange and myste- 
rious impulses from within to do this or that which 
I at first resisted although in vain."^^ 

It was in an effort to interpret these dreams 
and visions, these ^^ continual inward promptings'*, 
that she sought out the little group of devout Pietists 
of whom she had been told. The Community had 
always used great caution in taking in new members 
and there was considerable hesitation before Bar- 
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bara Heinemaim was admitted to the meetings. 
^'But the Lord had taken her into His immediate 
training and preparation .... and brought 
it to pass in a strange manner that she became 
acquainted with M. Kransert .... and she 
at once was called through him as a Werkzeug of 
the Lord and was also immediately ordered [by 
the Lord] to go along on a journey.*' 

It was in Bergzabem (the Palatinate) on Christ- 
mas Day in the year 1818, at the age of twenty-three, 
that ^^the Lord aroused and quickened her from 
within so powerfully and vigorously that she, with- 
out knowing what was taking place within her, was 
led into and carried on in the immediate ways and 
rulings of the Spirit. *' Thus Barbara Heinemann 
became the ** Lord's instrument and the receptacle 
of his mercy.'' ** Thereupon", relates Barbara 
Heinemann, **I was released from my worldly ser- 
vice as servant girl, since the Lord, as announced 
through Brother Krausert, desired to take me into 
His service and to use me as His handmaid. "^^ 
And this was done, writes Gottlieb Scheuner, **much 
to the wonder and surprise, but also for the assur- 
ance and strengthening of the faith, of all those 
who had previously known her."^ 

Barbara Heinemann at once set about to learn 
to read. The Bible was her text-book; and great 
was her joy when she could follow the Holy Scrip- 
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tores. They made a profound impression upon her 
mind — so much so that the language of both her 
early and later testimonies is almost wholly that 
of the Bible, particularly of the Old Testament. 

She also learned to write; but this was ever 
a labored process, and so most of her testimonies 
were given orally and written down by Scribes. ^* 
In her account of her first inner promptings Bar- 
bara Heinemann describes the difficulty of record- 
ing the same due to her inability to write. **I felt 
a compulsion to do something", she says, ^^ without 
knowing what or why. Finally I was bidden from 
within: * Write'. When I told her [the friend she 
was visiting] this, and said at the same time that 
I could not write, she replied I should at least try 
it; perchance I might have the necessary knowl- 
edge, and she gave me paper, pen, and ink. I sat 
down and I wrote single letters and syllables, as 
best I could, for I had never before written, accord- 
ing to the words craving for utterance and which 
were to be written. When I had finished they were, 
however, not able to read it or even find and discern 
its meaning. The Sister helped me then in improving 
upon it and to write the words which I still re- 
mraibered more correctly. I did so with her assist- 
ance, as well as possible, and now we succeeded 
in getting at the meaning; and behold it was a 
message [Einsprache] dealing with a tree of many 
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branches, leaves, blossoms, and fruits which I how- 
, ever did not yet comprehend. I now felt relieved 

i and knew that the will of God had thereby been 

; fnlfilled.'^" 

One gathers from the records that Barbara 
Heinemann had from the beginning more or less 
difficulty with the leading Elders of the Conmiunity, 
who, it is evident, never lost sight of the fact that 
she was ^^eine gam geringe tMd wtgelehrte Magd.^^ 
Indeed, so violent was the opposition at one time 
that she was ^^ declared false and banished to her 
native place." And we are told that it was some 
time after her reinstatement, and after she had 
been ^'strengthened and endowed anew by the Lord 
with special spiritual power", that *'the great wild 
monster called Dissension" was driven away and 
the **true harmony of Spirit" restored among the 
congregations. ^^ 

In Christian Metz's Historische Beschreibung 
der Wahren Inspirations-Gemeinschaft it is related 
under the date of August, 1822, that the ^^ Enemy" 
tempted Barbara Heinemann with a desire to marry 
Gteorge Landmann, a young school-teacher in Bisch- 
weiler; but **the Lord showed to the Bruder- 
rath and also to her own conscience that this step 
was against His holy will, and accordingly they 
did not marry, but did repent concerning it, and 
the Lord^s grace was once more given her." 
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But from a later account by Gbttlieb Schenner 
we learn that in the course of the summer of 1823, 
about four years from the time she first became 
inspired, ^^ Sister B. Heinemann became wearied 
of travelling the narrow path and she now, after 
repeated Fasswng und Findtmg, really carried out 
her former intention of marrying Brother Qt. Land- 
mann and thereby lost her divine calling ^^ . . . . 
But the preserving grace of God did not desert 
her entirely, for the Lord had it reserved to Him- 
self at His own time again to reach out to her 
His hand and to raise her from her fall." And 
80, after a lapse of twenty-six years, **the Lord 
again sent her a ray of His light and bestowed 
His mercy upon her.''^* Within a short time the 
Community removed to Iowa, where Barbara Heine- 
mann • remained an Inspirations-Werkzeug until the 
time of her death in 1883, a period of thirty-four 
years. ^ 



* To ftToid possible eonfnsion the maiden name Barbara Heine- 
mann 18 used throughout in the text and notes of this book. 
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VI 

CHRISTIAN METZ : STRUGGLE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE : EXILE 

After the marriage of Barbara Heinemann in 
1823 the spiritual management of the Commnnity 
rested mainly with Christian Metz, ^ who was, per- 
haps, the most remarkable personage ever connected 
with the Community of True Inspiration. Unlike 
Barbara Heinemann he was bom within the influence 
of the Community. The name Metz is of frequent 
occurrence in the liistory of the Inspirationists from 
the time of Bock and Gruber. The grandfather 
of Christian Metz, referred to by Gottlieb Scheuner 
as **the often mentioned brother Jakob Metz, of 
Himbach'*, was banished from Alsace for his non- 
conformity to the established church in 1716, and 
at Himbach became one of the ** principal members*^ 
of the meeting established there by Bock and Gruber. 

Christian Metz was bom at Neuwied on Decem- 
ber 30, 1794, and at the age of seven came with 
his parents to Bonneburg, the rallying ground of 
the Inspirationists. **When the first summons went 
forth to the Community at Bonneburg through M. 
Krausert*^ it is recorded that **he [Christian Metz] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A BRIEF HISTORY 45 

experienced a thorough revival .... and was 
soon after also endowed with the miraculous gift 
of Inspiration/'** 

From the "falP' of Krausert until after the 
establishment of the new home in the State of Iowa, 
Christian Metz was not only the spiritual head of 
the Community but also (as the records clearly 
show) the leader in its temporal affairs. A success- 
ful organizer and a man of much executive ability, 
he was withal a man of the deepest piety; and so 
there are in Inspirations-Historie many loving trib- 
utes to the so ^^hoch hegdbte wid begnadigte^^ Br. 
Christian Metz through whom ^Hhe weightiest and 
greatest things were wrought and accomplished in 
the Community.'* Even to this divy the spell of the 
influence of Christian Metz is felt at Amana. 

He is described by the members of the Com- 
munity as a man of commanding presence and of 
great personal magnetism, who challenged admira- 
tion, respect, and even homage wherever he went. 
Worldly men and ** unbelievers'' who still remember 
the ** gifted Brother" speak of him as '*a rare soul", 
''a remarkable personage", *'a wonderful man." 
The attitude of the Community toward this *' spe- 
cially endowed Brother" while deferential was 
entirely free from what they so deplore in the 
Shakers' ** divine reverence and canonization of 
Ann Lee." 
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Christian Metz felt deeply the responsibility of 
his office, and his sincerity in ''the great work of 
God's mercy'* is beyond question. ''Often I had 
to feel Gk)d's earnestness concerning my own nn- 
worthiness'^ he laments in his Tagebuch, "nay, I 
should have wished to hide my mouth in the dust, 
instead of speaking to the others and teaching them. 
But I had, in spite of Gbd's judgment over my 
own shortcomings, to continue in the faith in order 
that the will of the Lord be done and that I and 
the others might be brought to genuine repentance 
and atonement*'*^ The testimonies of Christian 
Metz are couched in beautiful language and are 
altogether on a higher plane than those of Barbara 
Heinemann — particularly those given after the re- 
turn of her gift of Inspiration in America. ^^ 

When Barbara Heinemann and Christian Metz 
took up their religious work a century had elapsed 
since Gruber and Bock were endowed with the "gift 
of the Spirit and of Prophecy.'' In the meantime 
the penalties for independent thinking had been 
modified to some extent; but it was still dangerous 
in most of the provinces of Qermany to follow the 
dictates of one's own conscience when those dictates 
were opposed in any way to the decrees of the gov- 
ernment. Barbara Heinemann and Christian Metz, 
along with "the converted souls who had united into 
small prayer-meetings and were much in earnest 
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and zealous in the work", were repeatedly arrested. 
It is recorded that in February, 1820, ''the mob 
several times threw stones in the windows where 
the Community had assembled for prayer, and the 
members moreover were attacked and insulted on 
the streets and elsewhere."^ 

The old troublesome questions of military duty 
and taking the oath again came to the front; while 
the investigations of the political authorities re- 
vealed the fact that the Inspirationists were teaching 
their children their own peculiar faith instead of 
sending them to the public schools to be grounded 
in orthodox Lutheranism. Numerous appeals to the 
authorities were made for the privilege of separate 
schools, in response to which the decision of the 
Hohe Mimsterium der geistlichen Angelegenheiten, 
given in March, 1825, in regard to ''the new Sep- 
aratists in Schwarzenau'', is a type of the replies 
received by the various Communities. It is summed 
up in five points as follows: 

(1) That the privileges of a tolerated religious society 
could not be granted to them, and that they consequently 
could not be permitted to keep their own teachers for 
the instruction of their children. 

(2) That they would be punished to the full extent 
of the law, if they should refuse to fulfil the oommon 
duties of citizens of the state. 

(3) That they must pay taxes and contributions for 
the support of church and school like all other citizens. 
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(4) That the children should be biq[>ti2ed hy com- 
pulsion through the court if their parents refused to have 
this done voluntarily. 

(5) That the children of school age should be com- 
pelled to attend the public schools and participate in the 
religious instruction given by the pastor. ** 

In February of the following year this same 
congregation (of Schwarzenau) was ordered by 
the authorities to leave the country within six 
months; and the annalist records: 

In spite of the repeated explanations and presenta- 
tions of the Brethren why they had separated themselves 
from the state church, namely, because they had through 
God's grace recognized and found something better, and 
had been forced to this step for conscience sake and that 
they therefore could not again return, and that they more- 
over were and would remain loyal citizens and subjects 
and that they merely desired to worship God according to 
the dictates of their conscience, they again and again re- 
ceived the reply that the church offered and taught every- 
thing that was necessary and baieficial for salvation, and 
thus came at last the positive decision: ''Either back into 
the fold of the church, or out of the country." ^ 

It is, moreover, recorded at the time of this 
decision that a ''strange apparition was seen in 
the sky as a real miracle of God to strengthen the 
faith of the souls of the Community/ * During a 
testimony in which the Lord expressed a wish that 
the Community might '* persevere in the faith*' the 
Werkzeug, Barbara Heinemann, pointed to the 
heavens, first to the right and then to the left. 
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and exclaimed: ^*0h what great joy and glory do 
I behold there. But what woe and terrifying judg- 
ment do I see yonder hovering over the tower of 
Babel. *^ And as the Werkzeug pointed upward 
with her hands ** several Sisters looked at the sky, 
and there they beheld, as announced, in the heavens 

to the right, above the house of Brother 

in which the assembly was held and where the Werk- 
zeuge stayed a bright cloud and in it an exceedingly 
bright star surrounded by many little stars. But 
to the left where the [Lutheran] church, school, and 
parsonage stood there was a very black threatening 
cloud to be seen.^'*^ 

With the alternative of ** either back into the 
fold of the church, or out of the country^* the grow- 
ing congregations of Inspirationists, repeating the 
history of their forefathers a century before, flocked 
to the more tolerant province of Hessen; and in 
the Jahrhuch for 1830 it is recorded that on Octo- 
ber 31st *Hhe Lord sent a message to the Grand 
Duke of Hessen-Darmstadt as a promise of grace 
and blessing because he had given protection to 
the Community in his country/' And elsewhere it 

is recorded *Hhat when the Brethren A 

B and Chr. Metz two days afterward de- 
livered the message to the Grand Duke through 
his valet de chambrey he sent them reply after a 
while that he had read it and thanked them very 
much.'* 
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MABIBNBORN : HERRNHAAG : ARMENBUEG 
ENGELTHAL 

In Hessen the far-sighted Christian Metz, whose 
phenomenal gift of organization was always abreast 
his religions enthusiasm, conceived the idea of 
leasing some large estate in common and of 
making it a refuge for the faithful, where each 
would be given "an opportunity to earn his living 
according to his calling or inclination.'' After 
much investigation and negotiation "it came about 
through the mediation of the Landrath of Biidingen 
that a part of the cloister at Marienbom was given 
in rent by the noble family of Meerholz, which was 
very convenient for the Community since it lay near 
Ronneburg'* — the home of the principal Elders. 
"But there arose some hesitancy because the Lord 
had formerly pronounced his curse upon this place, 
at the time when the Hermhuter had their doings 
there. ^ This obstacle however was removed 
through a testimony in which the Lord said: 'I 
will be with you under the present circumstances, 
know and learn ye that my hand can make some- 
thing out of nothing and nothing out of something. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



A BRIEF HISTOBT 51 

I can bless and curse; I can change a curse into a 
blessing and a blessing into a curse/ ''^' 

To Marienbom flocked the weary and heavy- 
laden Inspirationists until the cloister and all the 
adjoining buildings were full to overflowing. It 
was a strange turn of fortune's wheel that con- 
verted this mediaeval cloister into a refuge for the 
humble band of peasant Inspirationists. They came 
believing that this new home was the fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Christian Metz that "the Lord would 
soon collect and gather in His faithful servants.'' 

Another abode with the adjoining estate, called 
Hermhaag, was likewise leased to house the long 
oppressed Community at Edenkoben; and the ac- 
count of the transaction is given in these words : 

The Brethren had negotiated more than six months 
with the noble family of Meerholz to rent if possible the 
remaining portion of the castle at Marienbom for the 
Community of Edenkobai. But the affair was delayed 
from mcHith to month since the owners asked too large 
a price and could not be induced to give in. All at once 
the Lord made the hearts of the noble family of Biidingen 
willing to rent the Hermhaag to the Community, which 
place in Brother Bock's time had been built by the Herm- 
huter but had been vacant for more than seventy years. 
The Lord gave to this, through His word on March first 
(1828), His consent and the Brethren were ordered to 
accept this as an opportunity coming from the Lord and 
to break off negotiations with the others since they did 
not wish to deal justly and fairly. So it was now fulfilled 
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as previously announced through the word that it would 
be a place which they often had seen but not yet recognized 
as the one. This lease proved materially much more profit- 
able for the Community than the other. Thus the great 
anxiety and trouble was suddenly changed into joy. But 
much more work and many expenses resulted before they 
could occupy the place, for many things were out of order 
which had to be fixed and repaired. ^® 

Owing to the growing hostility of the govern- 
ment toward the Community at Bonneburg — the 
place where ^^the Lord had so long had his dwell- 
ing and where he had bestowed so many blessings'' 
— it was found necessary for the third time in its 
history (once in 1725 and again in 1742) for the 
Community to move away from Bonneburg. 

Through the efiforts of Christian Metz the old 
cloister at Amsbnrg was leased in 1832. The Com- 
munity had hoped to rent only a portion of this 
estate, but **the Count would lease only the entire 
cloister with all the land and the mill belonging to 
it. • • • This appeared to the Brethren an im- 
possibility because the Community was too small 
and too poor to undertake it, and doubts and cares 
arose again. But the Lord had His hidden hand 
in this for He saw into the future and knew what 
He had determined in His will. He now came also 
to the assistance of the Werkzeug, who was in great 
trouble and perplexity, and gave directions to risk 
this great undertaking in faith.'' And so the con- 
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tract for the lease of Amsbnrg was concluded in 
the month of March, and the Community at Bonne- 
burg began to move thither. 

The name of the cloister, it appears, was ^^not 
pleasing to the Lord''; and there is recorded in the 
Jahrbuch for 1832, under the date of April 28, the 
following ^^ loving word" through Christian Metz 
in which the name was changed and in which the 
^^Lord promised quiet and peace to the place and 
bade the evil spirits who had dwelt there to depart" : 

Child of man, your companions desire to know where 
I shall establish my dwelling for them. Listen then: I 
have chosen Amsbnrg, which indeed did not receive this 
name from me, but now, when you take possession of it, 
you shall call it otherwise, namely, die Armenburg [the 
castle of the poor]. Abide then by this word, though the 
enemy may attack from without or also from within. ^^ 

Two years later **the arrival of a large num- 
ber of souls whom the Lord had called to the 
Community from other countries, especially from 
Switzerland", resulted again in a scarcity of hab- 
itations and land, for all the spare room at Armen- 
burg had been occupied by those who had previously 
arrived at different times. But we learn from the 
JdhrhOcher that **the Lord had already decided in 
His holy counsel what to do, and likewise had al- 
ready announced that He would establish still a fur- 
ther Community. This work was now to be achieved 
and negotiations were already under way" which 
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finally resulted in the renting of the old stone walled 
convent of Engelthal^ together with a large rural 
estate, in September, 1834, ** Concerning this affair 
the Lord testified at the Haag on the seventeenth 
day of September and He gave His approval/* ^^ 

The four estates leased by the Inspirationists 
were within a radius of a few miles ^^ and under 
one common management. Indeed it is here that 
we discover the beginnings of the communistic life 
which the Inspirationists afterwards adopted as a 
commimity system. Communism was, in fact, a 
natural development of the mode of life which these 
people had been forced to adopt. Under a common 
roof there were rich and poor, educated and unedu- 
cated, professional men, merchants, manufacturers, 
artisans, farmers, and laborers — brave souls who 
were generously and gloriously sacrificing individual 
for the common welfare, and who, after the manner 
of religious independents in all ages, were willing 
to suffer any hardships if only they might worship 
God in their own chosen way. 

At each Community in a large room school was 
conducted and religious services were held. Here 
the members gathered to plan the work that was 
to make it possible for them to continue to live in 
accordance with what they considered the precepts 
of true Christianity. The rich gave freely of their 
means, and the merchants of their business ability. 
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and the artisans and farmers of their labor. It was 
not long before the Community attained a degree 
of prosperity which promised the free, simple, qniet, 
and peaceful life foretold in the early prophecies 
and for which its members had been striving so 
many years. 

But the fulfilment of this gracious promise was 
reserved for another time. Eevolution was abroad 
in Europe, and non-conformity to established cus- 
toms was as of old considered a highly dangerous 
tendency by the ruling classes. And so one by one 
the cherished liberties regarding military duty, the 
rights of citizenship, ^^ the legal oath, and separate 
schools were taken away. Gladly did they pay the 
fines imposed for every absence from the public 
school "for conscience sake*^ which ** amounted to 
a considerable sum each term for those families 
which had several children*'; but "at last no longer 
were they at liberty to obey this unjust and exces- 
sive demand." 

Time after time they petitioned the government 
for exemption from the legal oath; and even "the 
word of the Lord'* was ignored by the ruling powers. 
"The book of the law*', reads one of these divine 
messages, "which was given to us in the days when 
the word became flesh is unalterable. All other 
commands and laws which are given are not ac- 
knowledged by the true worshipperB of God and 
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by those having the right faith if they are contrary 
to the divine law. Now it does read: Thou shalt 
not swear. In the same spirit of the living (Jod 
I speak unto you to-day. My children, my com- 
munities shall by all means not do it, they shall not 
swear an oath. Behold they have three times hum- 
bly entreated you [the government] to spare them 
in accordance with the duties of their conscience, 
and you have not done if " 

Bents were growing more and more exorbitant 
and land was too high to buy. The very elements 
seemed against the Inspirationists; since owing to 
excessive heat and drouth there was nothing for the 
faithful band to gather at harvest time. 
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PAC SIMILE (WITHOUT REDUCTION) OF A DESCRIP- 
TION AND AUTOGRAPH SIGNATURE OP CHRISTIAN METZ, 

THE Werkzeug through \vHO^f the community op true 

INSPIRATION WAS LED TO AMERICA. TAKEN FROM THE 
passport op CHRISTIAN METZ 
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VIII 

THE HIDDEN PROPHECY : AMERICA 

It was dnring this period of depression that 
**the Lord revealed through his instrmnent, Chris- 
tian Metz, that he would lead them out of this land 
of adversity, to one where they and their children 
could live in peace and liberty.'^ There was, in 
truth, as far back as May 20, 1826, **a hidden 
prophecy'^ regarding emigration to America, which 
reads as follows : 

I proceed in mysterious ways, says thy God, and 
my foot is seldom seen openly. I found my dwelling in 
the depths and my path leads through great waters. I 
prepare for Me a place in the wildaness and establish for 
Me a dwelling, where there was none. *• 

When the Werkzeug and the Elders became 
convinced that it was **God^s holy purpose and will*' 
that they '^ should bring about a great change in 
the Communities" there were many meetings and 
much serious discussion. ^^ At length there came a 
testimony from the Lord which reads: 

Your goal and your way shall lead towards the west 
to the land which still is open to you and your faith. I 
am with you and shall lead you over the sea. Hold Me, 
call upon Me through your prayer when the storm or 
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temptation arises. . . . Four may then prepare them- 
selves. ^* 

Thereupon those who were to go were appointed 
by the Lord "with full power to act for all the 
members and to purchase land where they deemed 
best.^^^' 

On August 27 J 1842, the faithful members of 
the Conmiunities gathered at Armenburg ^ to cele- 
brate the LiebesmaM, the most solemn and important 
religious ceremony of the Inspirationists — a cere- 
mony inherited from their earliest history. ^^ After 
a touching farewell the committee on whose success 
the future happiness of more than a thousand souls 
rested turned their faces westward. **We commend 
ourselves to your perpetual brotherly loving remem- 
brance and to your prayer before the Lord*', said 
Christian Metz in a farewell letter, "for in so great 
a journey fraught with dangers one needs the assist- 
ance of God most urgently, and this help may ever 
be obtained by earnest prayer. To be sure, the 
Lord has promised us His mighty assistance and 
on this I rely in inner and outer things.** ^^ 

The voyage to America, made at the time of the 
autumnal equinox, was one of many hardships and 
privations. It was almost forty days before the 
harbor of New York was reached on October 26, 
1842. Nor did their hardships come to an end upon 
reaching land. For three months these consden- 
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tions men, ever mindful of the responsibilities that 
rested with them, suffered the winter wind and cold 
of the lake region while they examined tracts of 
land, dealt with nnscmpnlous land companies, and 
weighed the advantages of various situations. Fi- 
nally, after a **long and anxious period of waiting*', 
during which the ^^ Brothers often conversed on and 
meditated over how things should be and go after 
the purchase shall have been made and the mem- 
bers of the Community shall have come over'', they 
purchased the Seneca Indian Beservation — a tract 
of five thousand acres near Buffalo in Erie County 
in the State of New York. 
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IX 

EBENEZEE : HITHERTO HATH THE LORD 
HELPED US 

So eager were the members in Germany to help 
in the upbuilding of the new home in the promised 
land that within four months of the purchase of the 
Reservation the first village of the Community was 
laid out and peopled. ^^ This village they called 
Ebenezer — suggested, it is said, by the passage in 
Samuel ^ which reads : * * Then Samuel took a stone, 
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Eben-ezer, ^^ saying ^Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.* '* According to their own records 
the name was given to the new home before the 
final purchase was made. The account reads: 

In this gloomy and uncertain time of waiting [for 
the decision of the land agents] the Lord sent a most 
encouraging and uplifting outflow of His mercy on Decem- 
ber 7, 1842, in a song through Brother Christian Metz, in 
which He gave a positive afSrmation and promise with 
regard to the land^ and even called the new place by 
name . . . 

Ebenezer you shall call it 
Hitherto our Lord has helped us 
He was with us on our journey 
And from many perils saved us 
His path and way are wonderful 
And the end makes clear the start. ^^ 
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In less than a year from the founding of Eben- 
ezer two more villages were laid out on either side 
of the firsty called Upper Ebenezer and Lower 
Ebenezer — the first village being called thereafter 
Middle Ebenezer. Later another village. New 
Ebenezer, was laid out. And when a family of 
"Pennaylvania Dutch '^ joined the Community 
from Canada, thus bringing to the Community a 
fine tract of Canadian timber land, two villages were 
located on the Canada side of the river and were 
named Canada Ebenezer and Kenneberg, respect- 
ively. Each village had its store, its school, and its 
church. There were sawmills, woolen mills, flour 
mills, and numerous other branches of industry, 
giving employment to all according to their talents 
and inclination. 

The Community adopted a ** provisional con- 
stitution, which was to be valid at least for the start 
and establishment of the Community in this country 
[America]^*, ^ and was formally organized under 
the name of ^'Ebenezer Society^' in 1843. The 
provisional constitution, which was rather a lengthy 
document of thirty-five paragraphs, was ** approved 
by the Lord'* on February 20, 1843. It included a 
resolution providing that all land and all improve- 
ments, everything with the exception of clothing and 
household goods, should be held in common. The 
prosperous members were to advance the money 
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to cover all expenses and were to receive a propor- 
tionate share of the whole (in the form of a mort- 
gage) as security. 

The provisions of the Constitution of the Eben- 
ezer Society are nearly the same as those which in 
1859 were incorporated into the Constitution of the 
Amana Society. It is worthy of note, however, that 
the management of the Ebenezer Society was vested 
in a Select Council of thirteen Elders ; while the title 
of the Ebenezer lands was vested in sixteen mem- 
bers who, as joint tenants, held it in trust for the 
members of the Community. It was also provided 
that the interest of any one of the Trustees (who 
were specifically named) should terminate at death 
or upon withdrawal or upon the request of two- 
thirds of the Trustees. Vacancies were filled by the 
.Trustees out of the number of Elders in the Com- 
munity. When the removal of the Community to 
Iowa had been determined upon, joint ownership 
was conveyed by the Trustees to Brothers G. A. 
Weber, Wm. Moerschel, and Henry Meyer, who in 
turn gave their power of attorney to Brothers Fr. 
Moerschel and John P. Trautmann. This was done 
in order to facilitate business in connection with the 
sale of the Ebenezer estate. 

During the time of the planting and building 
of the new home, the Community of True Inspira- 
tion is said to have been especially blessed with the 
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**Lord'fr holy word and cotinseP'; and He **gave 
precepts, directions, and explanations concerning 
the external and internal affairs of that tune.''^' 
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COMMUNISM THEOUGH REVELATION 

At the time of the purchase of the New York 
land the InspirationiBts were not especially social- 
istic or commnnistic in their ideas. Indeed, the 
intention of the Community was to live simply as 
a Christian congregation or church. The well-to- 
do Brethren and members, '^according to the direc- 
tion of the Lord and the insight and decision of 
all the united Brethren of the Community", were 
to make contributions in money to cover the ex- 
penses; and the Community proposed to hold the 
land and houses thus purchased in common for two 
years, each member's contribution to the purchase 
money being secured by a proportionate share in 
the real estate and drawing a reasonable rate of 
interest. This arrangement, however, was soon 
found to be impracticable since the members were 
unequal in age, strength, experience, and enterprise. 
Some were old and feeble; and many were so poor 
that they found it difficult to save money enough 
to pay for their land. 

Christian Metz and the First Brethren presently 
saw that sheer necessity would soon compel the 
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people to scatter, and that the whole enterprise 
would fail unless it was established upon a different 
foundation. Besides, '^the Lord had gradually 
announced more and more clearly that it was His 
intention and pleasure, nay His most holy will that 
everything should be and remain in common.'' '® 

In the words of Gottlieb Scheuner, **it was 
therefore necessary to draw up and adopt a per- 
manent constitution for the Community, on the one 
hand for the convenience and instruction of the 
members in regard to their mutual relations and 
duties and on the other hand for the protection 
and security of the Community against false and 
deserting Brothers as also against hostile attacks 
from without. While now several Brothers were 
engaged in the task of drawing up a constitution 
and while they met here and there great difficulties, 
especially since the draft was to be translated 
into English and through an attorney at Buffalo 
submitted to the legislature of the State for ap- 
proval, the Lord in His mercy gave instruction and 
guidance in this affair." ^^ 

It is, moreover, evident that the subject of 
absolute communism caused considerable dissension 
among the Brethren, and many **were waiting for 
a division and desired that it should be made.'' 
There are numerous references by the Elders to the 
manifest intention of the Lord in the doctrine of 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



66 COMMUNITY OP TRUE INSPIRATION 

the apostles set forth in the Acts in which the prim- 
itive Christian church is described as follows : ''And 
all that believed were together, and had all things 
common; and sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men as every man had need.'' ^^ 

In the midst of the discussion * ' a very important 
revelation occurred again at Mittel Ebenezer on 
October 23, 1850, in which the Lord expressed his 
grief and displeasure over the discontent of many 
members with regard to common possession." And 
on the nineteenth day of March in the year 1854 
the ''Lord testified most emphatically and earnestly 
to put to shame those who would not believe and 
trust in the Lord and the Brethren. He announced 
that it was not His holy will and never should be 
that communism should be abolished, and He pro- 
nounced His curse upon all those who would attempt 
it, but gave a most gracious promise to those who 
would faithfully preserve if This important tes- 
timony reads in part: 

As truly as I live, says the Lord, it is at no tune 
my will to dissolve the ties of the Community in such 
manner or to suffer its dissolution, neither through artful 
devices or stdll and diplomacy nor cunning or power of 
men; nay, the faith which has love and the bond of 
peace for its essence and foundation shall continue to 
exist. And there shall come eternal disgrace, shame and 
disfavor upon those who cause it, their children shall suffer 
want and be without blessing in time and eternity. Their 
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material possessions shall melt away and the divine treas- 
ure they have disavowed; therefore the Lord is against 
them. ^' 

And thereupon the discontented Brethren **did 

^ repent concerning it" and signed the amendment to 
the Constitution providing for the adoption of abso- 
lute communism. This amendment, moreover, was 

. incorporated in the new Constitution, which was 
later adopted in the State of Iowa, and has ever 
since been one of the fundamental principles of the 
Conomunity. 

Prom this sketch of their early history it will 
be seen that the original and basic purpose of the 
Community of True Inspiration was to worship God 
according to their peculiar faith in freedom, and 
for the better advancement of that end to live in a 
neighborhood. The adoption of conununism was a 
necessity bom of a combination of peculiar circum- 
stances and was not the result of any understanding 
or interpretation of the social theories of Jesus, as 
has been the case with so many religious commu- 
nities. Furthermore, it is a step the Community 
never regretted, for it has solved the problem of 
furnishing remunerative labor to an ever increasing 
membership and at the same time has given to each 
member the requisite leisure to attend the eleven 
or twelve weekly religious services of the Commu- 
nity and ^^to think upon the things that are of the 
Lord.'' 
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^^I greatly desire '', said Christian Metz in a 
letter written in the antmnn of 1856, '^that the Com- 
munity become a more complete and pnre sacrifice 
to God that He may take delight in ns." ^^ 
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XI 
MATEEIAL PBOSPBRITT 

More fhan eight hundred members of the Com- 
munity came to Ebenezer from Germany. And yet 
many remained in Germany — some because they 
had property interests which held them to the Old 
World, and some because they found it hard to 
break home ties. The majority of those who came 
to America were of the artisan and peasant class. 
They were men and women of force and moral 
earnestness — as ' ' Separatists ' ' and ' ^ Comeouters ' ' 
have been in all the ages. In the genial atmosphere 
of free America they developed remarkable talents 
for organization and government which had been 
suppressed for generations by intolerance and per- 
secution in the Fatherland. 

The Seneca Indian Beservation in New York 
did not prove to be that haven of peace for which the 
(German Inspirationists had hoped. They bought 
the land with the understanding that the Seneca 
tribe was to leave at once; but with the appearance 
of the first dwellings of the newcomers the Indians 
not only showed a decided disinclination to leave the 
Beservation but were extremely hostile. For three 
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years the InspirationistB suffered the thieving and 
the threats of the Indians, and it was only after the 
Society had invoked the assistance of the authori- 
ties at Washington that the last of the Seneca tribe 
could be induced to leave for the New Reservation 
which had been assigned to them when they sold 
their daim to the Ebenezer land.'' 

Materially, however, the Society prospered in 

, its new home. The members were all comfortably 
housed and were well pleased with their communistic 
life which had developed a spirit of self-denial and 
of brotherly love, of mutual protection and help- 
fulness, and had enabled them in an astonishingly 
short period of time to gratify every want of the 
body with a simple and wholesome abundance. The 

<* mills and factories had established a reputation in 
the commercial world; while the newly broken fields 
yielded abundant harvests. 

The original purchase was large enough for the 
comfortable accommodation of the eight hundred 
members who came from Germany; but the Society 
continued to grow to such an extent that in 1854 it 
became apparent that more land would have to be 
acquired. The rapid growth of the city of Buffalo, 

• which was but five miles away, had caused such an 
advance in the price of available real estate in the 
neighborhood that additional land in any apprecia- 
ble quantities was out of the question. 
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In addition to the lack of available land another 
more serions problem from the standpoint of the 
Community now daUy confronted the First Brethren. 
The thriving city of Buffalo with its worldly influ- 
ences and attractions was too easily accessible to 
the young people for the peace of mind of the Elders 
who considered the salvation of the soul of para- 
mount importance in this world. They were pro- 
foundly convinced that in order ^^to cultivate humil- 
ity, obedience to Qt>d's will, faithfulness and love 
to Chrisf (and to that end preserve in its sim- 
plicity their divinely ordained brotherhood), it was 
best, as far as possible, to keep apart from the world 
with its strifes, temptations, and anxieties. ^'Have 
no intercourse with worldly minded men'', wrote 
Eberhard Ludwig Gruber in 1715, ^*that you be not 
tempted and led away.'' '^ 
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WESTWARD 

In the Jahrhuch for 1854 it is recorded that 
^^when Brother Christian Metz took np the matter 
of the future of the Community to learn the will 
of the Lord his heart received the impression that 
the Community should be moved • • . and on 
August 31, 1854, followed a second message of the 
Lord in which the change was announced more plain- 
ly since it declared *Tou shall direct your eyes to- 
ward a distant goal in the West to find and obtain 
there a start and entrance or a settlement.' " ^^ This 
proposition caused ^^much discussion, considering, 
hesitating, speculation, and adjusting''; but soon 
** weighty and urgent" testimonies occurred through 
Christian Metz which declared that '^many oppor- 
tunities already have passed by unused because of 
this hesitancy" and directed them (the Elders) to 
appoint ^'four men to find a new home in the far 
West." 

Thereupon a committee of four, of which Chris- 
tian Metz was one, was appointed by Inspiration. 
With no very definite plans these men started for 
the West. The Territory of Kansas had been 
opened up to settlement and land seekers were 
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floddng thither in search of claims ; and so the com- 
mittee naturally followed the current of migration 
to Kansas, where they spent a month in traveling 
across the country, inspecting each new tract of 
land reoommended for their consideration by elo- 
quent land agents. They were, however, unable to 
come to a decision, and returned to Ebenezer much 
discouraged by the failure of their commission. 

The circumstance of the miscarriage of their 
original plans was not, however, enough to weaken 
the purpose of these dauntless pioneers. Greater 
seclusion and cheaper and more abundant lands 
were what they wanted, and these they still hoped 
to obtain. After a few weeks of earnest discussion 

• over possible locations, a new committee, consisting 
of two of the First Brethren, was appointed to go 
to the new State of Iowa and there inspect the large 
tracts of United States government lands. 

The present location of the Community in Iowa 
' was described in such glowing terms by this commit- 
tee that immediately a third committee of four mem- 
bers was dispatched to make a purchase. And so 
' without further delay a tract of nearly eighteen 
thousand acres was secured in the new Common- 
wealth of Iowa. The Community showed its sagacity 

• by buying at the outset the scattered farms — even 
at a high figure when necessary — in order to secure 
a contiguous tract of land; for thereby they were 
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spared the tribulations of the Icarian Conmmnity 
whose original tract of land in Texas consisted of 
thirty-two half sections scattered through two town- 
ships. 

The new site was a well selected and valuable 
tract of land — one of the garden spots of the fertile 
State of Iowa. Through it ran the Iowa Biver bor- 
dered with the wonderful black soil of its wide val- 
ley. On one side were the bluffs and the uplands 
covered with a luxuriant growth of timber — with 
an apparently limitless supply of fuel and building 
material. There were a few quarries of sandstone 
and limestone along the river; while the clay in 
the hills was unexcelled for the manufacture of brick. 
On the other side of the river stretched the rolling 
prairie land. To the Inspirationists, who had been 
obliged to cut heavy timber and remove stones and 
boulders from the Ebenezer land before it could 
be tilled, the long green stretches of virgin prairie 
''ready for the plow" seemed the most wonderful 
feature of the splendid new domain on which all 
the hopes of the future were centered. 

But it takes more than a beautiful location to 
make a successful community: it takes moral ear- 
nestness and untiring industry. These the Inspira- 
tionists brought with them to their new home. 
Then, too, the Ebenezer experiment had added 
twelve years experience in pioneering. Unlike Eti- 
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enne Cabet's French tailors and shoemakers of the 
Icaiian Commnnity in Texas, the Inspirationists 
knew how to tnm the matted sod of the prairie. 
Bonntifnl harvests rewarded their industry and 
skill. 

With a will they set to work to cut the timber 
and quarry the stone and build anew houses, shops, 
mills, factories, churches, and schoolhouses. They 
planted orchards and vineyards, and purchased 
flocks and herds. They revived the old industries 
and started new ones. There was some sickness 
incident to pioneering, but withal they felt that in 
this new home to which ''^the Lord had directed 
them** the fulfilment of all the early prophedes 
was at hand. Bodily ills are more easily healed 
than spiritual ones; and so, in spite of the malaria 
and the ague the Inspirationists flourished in their 
new home. 

In the removal from New York to Iowa the 
Community showed the same prudence and ability 
with which its members have always conducted their 
business affairs. More communities have died for 
want of common sense than for want of capital. 
With the Inspirationists common sense has been 
the very cement in the foundation of their insti- 
tutions. On such a foundation the superstructure 
of religious enthusiasm and communistic zeal can 
rest securely. This extreme sanity, however, has 
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been so rare a thing in commnnistic endeavors — 
particularly in religious commnnities — that it may 
be said to be the distinguishing feature of the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration, 

There was no rush to the country so gloriously 
described by the Iowa fore-guards, though no one 
can doubt the eagerness with which every member 
looked forward to the upbuilding of the new home. 
, The removal from Ebenezer extended over a period 
of ten years. During this time the Werhzeug, 
Christian Metz, made '4n the name of God eight 
journeys to Ebenezer.*'^* 

While one detail of members prepared the new 
home in Iowa, the other looked to the profitable 
selling of the old estate in New York. As they 
found purchasers for the latter, they sent families 
to the former. To their business credit it is re- 
corded that they were able to dispose of the whole 
of the eight thousand acre tract in the State of 
New York with all the improvements without the 
loss of a single dollar, notwithstanding such a 
sale presented great difficulties — for the six com- 
munistic villages and their peculiar arrangement 
of buildings, with mills, factories, and workshops 
^ had peculiarities which detracted from their value 
for individual uses. Much of the Ebenezer land 
had been surveyed and laid out in lots; and when 
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disposed of it was sold piece by piece, a task which 
required much time and patience. 

**The vacated honses are occupied by the chil- 
dren of the world", wrote one of the Brethren when 
the sale of the New York land was about completed, 
'^and the tumult is getting worse and worse. . • • 
It appears that Mittel Ebenezer is turned into a 
desolate place, and it is high time for us to depart. 
Ebenezer has started to become the meeting ground 
of the world, and it will soon become a wilderness 
after we have all departed. One must suffer and 
endure much to preserve peace. But Jacob, too, 
had to stoop before Esau, and if God grants us 
His mercy for this, then it is not difl&cult.*' ^ 

The first village on the Iowa purchase was laid 
out during the sunmier of 1855 on a sloping hillside 
north of the Iowa Biver. 
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AMANA : GLAUB TREU 

**The time had now come", writes the Com- 
mimity historian, Qt>ttlieb Schenner, **when the 
new settlement in Iowa was to receive a name. When 
the Oommnnity emigrated from (Germany and set- 
tled near Bnffalo in the State of New York, the 
Lord called that place Ebenezer, that is, 'Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us/ Now He again led them 
out from there to a new place which as the work 
proceeded was to be called ^Bleibe treu* [remain 
faithful]. This had been laid into the heart of the 
Werkzeug, Chr. Metz, who later poured it forth 
in a song beginning thus: 

^Bleibtreu $oU der Name sein 
Dori in Iowa der Oemein/ ^ 

''The new home of the Community was then 
to be called 'Bleibtreu\ But since it was diffcult 
to express this word or name in English, it was 
proposed to write instead the Biblical name 
^Amana', which signifies ^glaub treu* [believe 
faithfully] and had thus a very similar meaning. 
To this the Lord gave His approval in an important 
song which was poured forth through Christian 
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Metz on September 23, 1855. ^^ Thus the new place 
was henceforth called Amana."^^ 

By the year 1862 — two years before the last 
of the members came to Iowa — five more villages 
were laid ont within a radios of six miles from 
Amana. They were named, in accordance with their 
locations, West Amana, South Amana, High Amana, 
East Amana, and Middle Amana; but in referring 
to the various villages the members of the Com- 
munity habituaUy use the adjectives alone. 

Up to this time (1861) the nearest railroad 
station had been Iowa City, which was twenty miles 
distant; but in 1861 the Mississippi and Missouri 
Bailroad was completed as far as Homestead, a 
small town south of the Community's territory. AU 
goods from the East would now be unloaded there, 
and it would also form the shipping point for the 
neighboring farming population. The Community 
saw the necessity of owning this railroad station, 
and so the entire village of Homestead was pur- 
chased. 

The purchase of Homestead caused the Breth- 
ren much worry and anxiety because of the danger 
of ''the place remaining the meeting ground of hos- 
tile spirits." Since it was evident that it was the 
''will and the pleasure of the Lord that the outsiders 
at Homestead should be bought out and that they 
should be removed'', it was finally agreed by the 
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Great Council of the Brethren that the purchase 
shonld be made. Then, too, when Sister Barbara 
Heinemann, the Werkzeugj was requested to express 
her opinion, '^she fell into Inspiration and the Lord 
in His mercy gave His affirmation" as follows: 

How can I establish my dwelling at that place [Home- 
stead] when you own it only in part. Better order must 
be established, for there are indeed still dwelling at that 
place those who rob earthly treasures as well as treasures 
of the souly and therefore I cannot enter. But labor fur- 
ther in patience as best you can and as opp<»rtunity offers 
itself. However, let no chance pass by or you will not 
succeed and the place will remain the meeting ground and 
abode of robbers and hostile spirits. ^ 

In the system of village life, which has been 
the great conservator of the Community's purity 
and simplicity, the Inspirationists have shown their 
farsightedness. The villages are near enough to 
one another to facilitate superintendence and to 
preserve a feeling of unity. At the same time they 
are far enough apart to maintain simplicity of living, 
which would probably be impossible with the same 
number of people congregated in one place. By this 
means the Community, while taking advantage of 
every progressive step in the methods of agricul- 
ture and the processes of manufacture, ^^ has been 
able to sustain in its social, political, and religious 
life an insular position. 
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On July 27, 1867, six years after the estab- 
lishment of the last of the seven Iowa villages and 
two years after the completion of the Ebenezer sale 
and the removal of the last detail of the Commnnity 
to the new home in the West, Christian Metz, the 
^'important, highly endowed, and specially favored 
Werkzeug of the Lord . . . . who in the whole 
external and internal leadership of the Commnnity 
had to bear the bulk of the bnrden and care", and 
'^through whom the weightiest and greatest things 
were wrought and accomplished" was after ** fifty 
years of effort and labor recalled from the field of 
his endeavor" at the age of seventy-two years, six 
months, and twenty-four days. ^ 

Half a century — the most eventful years of 
the Community's inspiring history — spans the in- 
terval between the '^bestowal of Cknl's mercy" on 
Michael Krausert at the time of the Beawakening 
and the ^^ blessed departure and release" of Chris- 
tian Metz in 1867, During that period the Com- 
munity waa at no time without a Werkzeug; great 
undertakings and changes occurred; and material 
progress unparalleled in communistic history was 
theirs. 

In the gathering of the congregations in Hes- 
sen, in the preparation for the emigration of the 
Community to America, in the establishment of the 
''dwelling in the wilderness where there was none". 
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and in the final removal to the new home in the State 
of Iowa, the one voice that of tenest revealed what 
'^from the first had been ordained in the hidden 
counsel of God'' was that of Christian Metz. From 
the year 1823 to the time of his death, a period of 5 
times 9 or 45 years, there came from him to the 
Commnnity through Aus- und Einsprachen des 
^ Geistes des Herrn three thousand six hundred and 
fifty-four testimonies, besides many beautiful ^^out- 
pourings of the Spirit" in song and rhyme. There 
were many Brothers who gave to the service freely 
of their means, their business insight and experience, 
and even the labor of their hands; but without the 
sustained enthusiasm and phenomenal spiritual 
leadership of Christian Metz there would in all 
probability never have been so remarkable a fulfil- 
ment of the gracious promises recorded in the early 
Jahrbucher. 
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THE AMANA SOCIETY 

By the time the sale of the Ebenezer land had 
been completed, the Community's territory in Iowa 

* consisted of twenty-six thousand acres which is ap- 
proximately the amount owned at the present time. 
With the exception of some seventeen hundred acres 
in the adjoining county of Johnson, all of the land 
lies within the boundaries of Iowa County. Fur- 
thermore, the larger part of this area falls within 
the civil township of Amana which was established 
in 1858. 

In a recent suit in the Supreme Court of Iowa 

* {State of Iowa v. Amana Society, 132 Iowa 304) it 
^ was pointed out that the Community owned and con- 
trolled **an entire political division of the State'*; 
and the Attorney (General argued that this was 

* '* contrary to public policy'', since **it [the Amana 

* Society] may obtain control of many political di- 
visions" and finally gain control over the entire 
State. But this argument is dismissed by the court 
with the remark that ^'the fate of other similar 

' enterprises during the past century, such as Brook 
Farm, the Phalanxes, and other experiments of the 
followers of Fourier, Owen and others, indicate 
that the peril is not at all imminent. So long as 
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selfishness is the controlling passion of the hnman 
heart, the individual in all probability will be safe 
as against the encroachments of conununism. At 
any rate, it will be time enough to obviate the danger, 
when, if ever, it is seriously threatened, with ap- 
propriate legislation." 

Two steps of great importance were taken by 
the Community soon after its removal to Iowa. 
One was its incorporation under the laws of the 
State as the ^'Amana Society"; and the other was 
the adoption of a new Constitution. 

It was under the general law of the State, 
entitled ^^An act for the incorporation of benevolent, 
charitable, religious and scientific societies", that 
the Community of True Inspiration became a legal 
corporation in December, 1859. At intervals of 
twenty years (1880 and 1900) the Amana Society 
has been reincorporated under the provisions of the 
Code relative to corporations which are established 
for other than pecuniary profit. 

Having secured a legal status as a corporation 
under the laws of the State, and having associated 
themselves anew under the corporate name of 
^^ Amana Society", the members of the Community 
proceeded in December, 1859, to the adoption of a 
new Constitution and By-laws. As a matter of fact 
there were no radical changes made in this new 
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draft of the fundamental law. Indeed, the old 
Ebenezer Constitution which, it will be remembered, 
was drawn up * * according to the known will of God' \ 
was simply remodeled to harmonize with new con- 
ditions; and after receiving the signatures of '''all 
members of lawful age male and female" went into 
force with the beginning of the year 1860 (See be- 
low Appendix). 

The AmftTiA Constitution is a simple document 
of ten short articles. Unlike some of its contem- 
poraries, it is neither a ** Declaration of Mental In- 
dependence" nor the outlines of a scheme of a 
** World-wide Socialistic Brotherhood." On the 
contrary, it provides simply and briefly a civil 
organization for a religious society. Furthermore, 
it is worthy of comment that, unlike Owen^s New 
Harmony Society which adopted seven constitutions 
in two years, the Amana Society still lives under 
the provisions of the instrument which went into 
effect on the first day of January, 1860, and which 
has received the signature of every member of the 
Society since its adoption in December, 1859. Pre- 
pared with characteristic German caution and thor- 
oughness, it is likely to remain the fundamental 
law of the Society. 

Nearly all of the peace-loving brotherhoods of 
America that have fled to the wilderness to escape 
the vexations of the world have at some time during 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



86 COMMUNITY OP TRUE INSPIRATION 

their history been dragged into court and made to 
defend, if not their right to existence as a Society, 
at least their particular mode of living. And it is 
interesting to note that almost without exception the 
courts have sustained the communities. The Shaker 
Societies have, i)erhapsy suffered most from actions 
brought by former members for their distributive 
share of the proi)erty or for comx>ensation for ser- 
vices rendered while members of the Society. The 
plucky little Society of Zoar was several times called 
upon to establish its legal status by resort to the 
highest judicial tribunal of the State of Ohio. In each 
case the action was brought by some member who 
had been expelled from the organization or had been 
deprived of supposed rights, or by ** world heirs** 
of members who sought to obtain their distributive 
share of the Zoar property. And the Harmony 
Society in its turn had to prove through the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania that its association was not 
** contrary to public policy. *' The decision of the 
court in each case, after elaborate and often long 
drawn-out trials, was in favor of the society and 
against the contestants. Some of these communi- 
ties, due to the vicissitudes of fortune, are reduced 
to mere remnants; but they will be gratefully re- 
membered by communists in the future for their 
efforts in settling through courts of last resort 
important legal principles. ^ 
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The recent case of State of Iowa v. Amana So- 
ciety is unique in the history of communistic societies 
in that action was brought not by a member or ex- 
member, nor even by a **world heir'*, but by a 
''resident and taxpayer of Iowa County'* who at- 
tempted to prove that the Society as a religious 
organization had exceeded its corporate power in 
. holding much real property and in establishing and 
conducting various '^purely secular industries" and 
had therefore * 'forfeited its corporate franchise." 
The decision handed down by the Judge of the 
District Court in which the case was first brought 
was in favor of the Amana Society. After review- 
ing the history of the organization, its object and 
ideals, its industrial activity and material prosperity 
the Judge said: 

We therefore reach the conclusion that no abuse of 
corporate power has been shown. Under the peculiar or- 
^ g^anization, aims, and purposes of the Society, to deny it 
the privilege of engaging in secular occupations for certain 
purposes would be tantamount to denying it existence. 
If the theory of the State obtains we would have the 
absurd position of authorizing corporati(»i8 to exist and 
denying lliem the means of subsistence. But it is said, 
let them organize a corporation for pecuniary profit. This 
would require the abandonment of principles which are 
the basis of their religious belief and faith and the pro- 
mulgation of which is the primary purpose of the Society. 
If they have a right to believe in conmiunity of property 
as a religious doctrine and to organize in order to live 
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in conformity to that doctrine, any employment devoted 
to their support would be accomplishing the purpose of 
the Society's existence. 

The case was appealed to the Supreme Court, 
where the decision of the District Court was affirmed 
in November, 1906. The court held that **a re- 
ligious society, organized under Chapter 2 Title 9 
of the Code, seeking to effectuate its ideals of re- 
ligious life through the common ownership and 
management of the property of its members, may 
so acquire and hold real property and establish 
and conduct various industries, and so long as its 
enterprises are extended and conducted simply to 
meet the needs of its members and maintain them 
in a manner consistent with their religious faith to 
which its total income and accumulation of property 
is devoted will not be dissolved and its privileges 
forfeited on the ground that it has exceeded its 
corporate power/' 

There was solemn rejoicing at Amana when 
the decision of the Supreme Court was announced; 
and especially did the older members, those who 
had shared in ''the great and weighty inner and 
outer cares and burdens of the Conmmnity**, feel 
that **the Lord had permitted this to happen** for 
the purpose of strengthening the faith of the Com- 
munity as well as to establish **once for alP* their 
legal status. 
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THE BEALIZATION 

Materially all of the fondest hopes of the little 
band of Inspirationists in Germany struggling to 
pay the rent of their first estate have been realized. 
The membership, nnmbering eight hundred when 
the Community migrated to New York and twelve 
hundred when the removal to Iowa took place, has 
increased to eighteen hundred at the present day. 
Bountiful harvests have rewarded their untiring 
industry; the products of their mills and factories 
have found a market from Maine to California; 
and in the books of the Auditor of Iowa County, 
their real and personal property was listed in 1908 
at $1,843,720.00. 

Communistic societies are like individuals. Many 
have been able to stand adversity, but only the stead- 
iest minded are able to stand prosperity. The 
Amana Society belongs to the extremely small class 
of the latter. In spite of the continued prosperity 
of the last half century, the "solidarity'* of the 
Community is still intact. The element of self- 
interest demanding individual gain and good is still 
kept in abeyance by the spirit of brotherly love. 
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After the death of Christian Metz ''the blessed 
continuance of the work of grace'' was carried on by 
Barbara Heinemann (who retained her gift to the 
time of her death at the age of eighty-eight) , and by 
the Elders in whom the '*Lord manifested himself so 
strongly and powerfully during the last illness of 
Brother Christian Metz. ' ' ^^ Since the death of Bar- 
bara Heinemann in 1883 no Werkzeug has been call- 
ed in the Community of True Inspiration; but as in 
the period following the death of Bock ''well founded 
Brethren endowed with divine mercy who are still 
living witnesses of the great blessing of Inspira- 
tion carry on the work of the Lord in the Com- 
munity.'' 

How long the coming generation will "fill the 
widening gap" with no Werkzeug for their spiritual 
guidance and with the breaking of the link in '^the 
passing into eternity" of "these faithful witnesses 
and Elders" which bind them to the past with its in- 
spiring history "is ordained only in the hidden 
counsel of God." 
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THE LAND AND THE VILIiAGES 

Whether the choice of the Iowa home of the 
Conmmnity of True Inspiration was due to **a 
blessed decision through the word'' or to the human 
wisdom and foresight of the gifted Christian Metz 
and his associates, it is x>6rhaps true that a better 
place for the working out of an ideal could scarcely 
anywhere have been selected. For, in addition to 
the rare natural beauties of the location, the Amana 

* domain includes some of the richest bottom-land and 
the most fertile upland in all Iowa — including that 
variety of surface and soil requisite for meadows, 
grain fields, pastures, and vineyards, in addition to 
an abundant supply of water. Besides, there are 
the well timbered hills which have furnished most 

« of the building materials and all of the fuel for 
the entire Community for over half a century with- 
out any present indication of ever being completely 
stripped. 

The Amana estate, which includes twenty-six 
thousand acres (inclusive of timber and swamp 
lands), is divided approximately into (1) village 

' and factory sites, five hundred acres; (2) vegetable 
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gardens, one hundred acres; (3) timber land, ten 
thousand acres; (4) cnltivated fields, seven thou- 
sand acres; and (5) grazing land, four thousand 
acres. In a recent suit in the district court the 
Inspirationists were accused of being land monop- 
olists. A glance at the figures, however, reveals the 
absurdity of such a statement, since the average 
number of acres -per individual is less than fifteen. 
The Amana Society has in truth been singularly 
free from **land mania '^ — which the founder of 
the Oneida Society declares might be written as 
an epitaph on half the tombstones in the communis- 
tic graveyard." 

The picturesqueness of the Amana estate is 
enhanced by a mill-race — a canal seven miles long 
which furnishes the water power for the mills and 
factories. This mill-race is now old enough to be 
fringed with pickerel weed and dwarf willows bent 
by the weight of wild grape-vines. Here and there 
the race is spanned by quaint wooden bridges. Half- 
way between two of the villages the mill-race ex- 
pands into a lake which covers about two hundred 
acres and is bordered at places, to the width of 
sixty feet, with the American lotus or yellow nelum- 
bo. It is worth a journey of many miles to see 
this little sheet of water in the month of July, when 
the lotus lifts hundreds of great buff blossoms above 
the water. ^ 
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The seven villages into which the Community 
is grouped are known as Amana or ^^Old Amana'' 
(the Capital), Middle Amana, East Amana, West 
Amana, South Amana, High Amana, and Homestead. 
They lie from a mile and a half to four miles apart ; 
but all are within a radius of six miles from Old 
Amana. They are connected with one another, as 
well as with most of the important towns and cities 
of the State, by telephone. 

Each village consists of a cluster of from forty 
to one hundred houses, arranged in the manner 
of the German Dorf with one long straggling street 
and several irregular offshoots. Indeed, so striking 
is the resemblance of the Amana village to the 
German Dorf that the visitor almost feels that he 
is in the Fatherland. At one end are the village 
bams and sheds; at the other, the factories and 
workshops ; and on either side lie the orchards, the 
vineyards, and the gardens. 

Each village has its own church and school, its 
bakery, its dairy, its wine-cellar, its post-office, and 
its general store. In each there is a sawmill for 
the working up of hard wood for the frame houses, 
which are for the most part built of hard lumber 
on the principle that the best is the cheapest. The 
lumber is obtained largely from the Society's own 
timber land. At the three railway stations ^ there 
are grain-houses and lumber-yards. The establish- 
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ment of hotels, in no way a part of the original 
village plan, has been made necessary by the hun- 
dreds of strangers who visit the Oommnnity every 
year. 

Each village has its water-works and fire- 
engine; and every able-bodied man in the Commun- 
ity is a member of the fire department. Although 
the loss by fire during the past twenty-five years 
has been between eighty and one hundred thousand 
dollars, the Society still deems it a matter of econ- 
omy to rebuild rather than pay insurance premiums. 
The water-supply is furnished in the main by deep 
artesian wells. There is one well at Amana, six- 
teen hundred feet deep, that yields warm sulphurized 
water which is used in the dye-works; while another 
at Homestead, furnishing the water-supply for the 
village, is twenty-one hundred feet deep. 

There are no hospitals in Anana; but the Com- 
munity enjoys the best of medicalTlervice. ^^ Defec- 
tives (the insane, blind, feeble-minded, and deaf- 
mutes) are for the most part sent to the State 
institutions for treatment. The milder cases are, 
however, cared for in the homes of the Community. 

The Community houses are two (rarely three) 
story structures of frame, brick, or a peculiar brown 
sandstone which is found in the vicinity. At Eben- 
ezer, the frame houses were painted; but the Society 
has since decided that it is more economical to re- 
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» build when occasion requires than to attempt to 
preserve the wood with paint. The predominance 

^ of weather-stained bnildings gives to the villages 
a doll and monotonous aspect. The style of archi- 
tecture (or it wonld be more accurate to say the 
lack of style) is the same throughout the entire 
Community — plain, square structures, with gable 
roofs. 

Happily the severe aspect of the houses is 
softened in the summer time by a singular arrange- 
. ment of vines which partly cover dwelling-house, 
school, church, and hotel alike. These vines are 
usually trained over a frame work, or trellis, a 
few inches from the building itself so as to prevent 
any injury to the wall and at the same time afford 
an adequate support for the vines. For these vines 
are not simply the ornamental ivies ordinarily used 
for such decoration, but grape-vines which serve the 
double purpose of protection and decoration in the 
summer-time and yield an abundant harvest in the 
fall. Here and there where the householder has 
a tendency to worldliness a trumpet vine or a climb-, 
ing rose may be seen climbing a trellis in company 
with the grape. 

There is in the Jahrhuch for 1880 a testimony 
by Barbara Heinemann, given three years before 

^ her death, in which the planting of ornamental trees 
is severely denounced by the Lord. **Wilt thou 
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then'^ it reads, ** prove that it is a beautiful custom 
to plant trees not bearing fruit f Know then that 
the pleasures of the eye and of the flesh and the 
over-bearing manner are a mark of worldliness, 
and that the spirit of the world has created in you 
the desire for such a beginning. Alas, away with 
this idolatry . . . See ye to it then that all 
trees not bearing fruit be removed from the house, 
for they belong to the pleasure of the eye. You 
indeed have the opportunity to plant a fruit-tree 
instead, in which the Lord and all sensible people 
take pleasure.'' 

How it came to pass that the planting of flowers 
escaped condemnation as **a pleasure to the eye'' 
is more than the ** worldly minded" can explain. 
We only know that it is so and are thankful. For 
all the pent up love for the beautiful in the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration for six generations 
seems to find expression in the cultivation of flowers, 
which are found in great profusion everywhere — 
around each dwelling, in front of the church, and 
even in the hotel and school yards. Indeed, the 
Amana village from June to October is one huge 
German garden all aglow with quaint old-fashioned 
flowers. There are great rows of four-o 'clocks and 
lady-slippers, borders of candy-tuft and six-weeks- 
stock; gorgeous masses of zenias, marigolds, and 
geraniums; great pansy beds and rose gardens — 
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all laid out with great precision and cared for with 
snch devotion and such genuine pleasure that the 
visitor too rejoices. And sometimes he who with 
great sincerity has admired the flowers carries home 
a huge bouquet containing no less than thirty-seven 
varieties of the garden's choicest bloom. 

Although isolation from the world was one of 
the Community's prime purposes in seeking a home 
in the then frontier Commonwealth of Iowa, it is 
a fact that the very quaintness of the people and 
their villages has conspired to bring the world to 
Amana by attracting scores of visitors from the 
neighboring towns and country. 

Indeed, the experience of the Community of 
True Inspiration in Iowa has been the same as that 
of any other x>eople who have sought seclusion from 
the world. For * * when you and some of your friends 
go oflf by yourselves to lead a perfect life, and hang 
up a sign reading ^Please pass on and leave us 
alone' some stranger will invite himself in to ask 
why you put up a sign like that. Then he will invite 
a friend or two from town to go with him and see 
what a queer lot you are, and the company will insist 
on being fed and kept over night, and in the good- 
ness of your heart you will take them in and be 
done for. A hotel being started in this fashion, 
other strangers will come strolling in from various 
places to stare and gibe, and the first thing you 
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know strangers will be all over the place, peeping 
in at yonr windows, staring at yon through insolent 
lorgnettes and remarking rudely as yon try to steal 
through your own streets to your own post-ofl5ce.'* ^ 

The average number of visitors in Old Amana 
alone is twelve hundred annually. Some come for 
the outing; and some, interested in political and 
social science, come for purposes of '^ investigation'' 
— much to the annoyance of the Inspirationists. 
" Vas you one of dem newspaper fellers what wants 
to know eversrtingsf inquired a member of the Zoar 
Society. **No'', was the dignified reply, **I am a 
college professor.'* **0h welP', retorted the Zoarite, 
''dot vas the same ting and joost as bad.''^^ 

By far the greater number of Amana 's visitors 
come out of sheer curiosity, to find out if possible 
(in the words of Mr. Skinner) ''what there is so 
dumed private goin' on here.'' And so, there is 
little wonder that the stranger with the pencil or 
the camera has not always been welcomed with out- 
stretched hands and that the scientific inquirer has 
usually received in response to his many questions 
the simple but emphatic, "I don' know." Trained 
for nearly seven generations to "have no inter- 
course with worldly minded men", the Inspiration- 
ists until comparatively recently have been exceed- 
ingly reticent with reference to the business and 
religious affairs of the Community. And naturally 
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this reticence has at times given rise to absurd 
speculations regarding the nature of the Society and 
its inner workings. In justice it should be remarked 
that much impertinent inquiry has been borne with 
great patience by the Community of True Inspira- 
tion.^ 

There is another class of uninvited guests for 
which the Commimity has been forced to make spe- 
cial provision in much the same manner that it has 
been compelled to establish hotels for its picnicers 
and excursionists. These are the tramps. ^^Give 
to him that asketh thee," said Jesus in his sermon 
on the mount, ^^and from him. that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou away." like all other re- 
li^ous commimities, Amana has endeavored to 
follow this precept of the Master. But like them 
too it has been most shamefully imposed upon by 
''victims of misfortune.'* 

The Harmony Society was obliged to set a house 
apart for the lodging of such individuals, with bed 
accommodations for twenty men, and make constant 
provision of coffee and bread for as many ''extra 
boarders." The Shaker Families made regular 
provision for the *' winter Shakers" who came "with 
empty stomachs and empty trunks" to be cared 
for until the spring sun was warm enough to make 
traveling agreeable once more. The Zoar Society 
found it necessary to build a calaboose for the benefit 
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of those who reached the belligerent stage. '^ And 
the Inspirationists in their torn have been obliged 
to erect at the edge of the larger villages what the 
younger Inspirationists term a **Hobo Hotel.'* It 
is heated) and is famished with such articles as 
are deemed necessary for the comfort of the 
^^ guests '') who take their meals on the European 
plan — first at one kitchen then at another until 
if skilful they have made the rounds of all the 
kitchens in the seven villages. 

In recent years the tramp problem has become 
so vexing that the Community has endeavored to 
make some distinction between the professional 
tramp and the really unfortunate and worthy way- 
farer. One feels, however, that there are still too 
many *' tough customers'* systematically fed and 
cared for at the Amana villages. ^^ Haymaker 
Shorty'', ^^Captain Jack", ^*Hobo Charlie", **No 
Neck", and ^*King Hobo" should be emphatically 
requested to discontinue their annual visits.'^ 
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II 

GOVERNMENT 

In the Community of True Inspiration that ex- 
treme democracy in government and administration 
which has proved to be one of the chief sources 
of weakness in so many associative endeavors has 
not been especially encouraged. Indeed, the polit- 
ical ideal of the Inspirationist is quite the opposite, 
being that of a strong central authority wisely 
administered and implicitly obeyed. 

The entire conduct of the affairs of the Amana 
Society rests with a Board of Trustees consisting 
of thirteen members who are elected annually by 
popular vote out of the whole number of Elders in 
the Community. ^^ Moreover, the members of the 
Board of Trustees are the spiritual as well as the 
temporal leaders of the Community, and as such 
are known as the ** Great Council of the Brethren.'* 
Thus there has been effected in the Community an 
harmonious blending of temporal rule and spiritual 
authority, which is regarded as the fulfilment of the 
will of the Lord as revealed through Inspiration. 

On October 8 [1844] there came a serious word to 
the Community through Inspiration as a guidance for 
the mders, directing how they should establish better 
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order and unite themselyes, instead of permitting self- 
willed quarrdSy giving offence and a bad example to the 
members. The bitter spirit of natural men should not 
and must not rule in the Community; but they should 
all be subjected to and governed by the Divine guidance 
and through this means the external management and 
arrangement was to be accomplished in a calm manner. 
S(»ne of the leading men of each place should form a 
Council, and the others should be obedient to them. ^ 

The present system of electing the members 
of the Great Council of the Brethren by popular 
vote out of the whole number of Elders, that is, out 
of the ** specially endowed Brethren'*, was inau- 
gurated after the incorporation of the Commimity 
as Ebenezer Society. ^^In order to follow out the 
directions of the Lord to the best of our ability", 
says the historian, (Gottlieb Scheuner, in speaking 
of this system, **we have sought and found a way 
to carry out the election of Trustees in such manner 
that we do not conflict with the laws of this country 
to which we owe obedience and at the same time 
suffer no harm through the intermingling of any- 
thing which is contrary to the principles of our 
faith and onr rules of salvation. In the world there 
rules the spirit of the world, the spirit of unbelief, 
the spirit of self-will, and under its influence and 
sway the elections of the world are conducted amidst 
the feud and strife of the several parties struggling 
for diverse selfish ends — each endeavoring to gain 
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power and controL But not so in the Commnnity 
of the faithful which has one common goal — the 
glory of Gkxl and the salvation of men — and in 
which the spirit of Jesus Christ shall alone rule 
and wield the scepter.'* ^ 

The Trustees elect annually on the second Tues- 
day of the month of December out of their own 
number a President, a Vice President, and a Secre- 
tary. The incumbents are usually reelected; for 
rotation in office has never been a part of the Amana 
theory of government. 

There has always been a strong religious senti- 

. ment against allowing personal ambition to play 
much if any part in the government of the Com- 
munity. To disregard any of the duties entrusted 
to a member of the Community is to ^' break the 
sacred covenant which the Brethren have made with 
the Lord and with one another." The office-holder 

- is expected to accept office not for its honors or 
its i>erquisites, but as a sacred responsibility. To 
be sure there have been lapses from this ideal from 
time to time; for now and then ^^a First Elder has 
too much regard for his own profit whereby he 
causes much strife"; or a leading Brother '^stands 
in his overbearingness too high," ^^ 

In his study of American Communities, William 
A. Hinds reaches the conclusion that the ^^best way 

« to manage a community is to perfect the machinery 
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of govermnent and let a few smart men mn it/^ 
This has literally been the policy of th^ Comnjnnity 
of True Inspiration; and it is worthy of remark 
that, despite the opportunity and the temptations 
which this system would seem to oflFer f or the exer- 
cise of arbitrary and despotic power, the oflScers 
have generally performed their duties in the spirit 
of *' whoever will be chief among you let him be 
your servant/* 

The Amana spirit in administration is no- 
where better exemplified than in t^ life and ser- 
vices of the great leader, Christiftp Metz. His 
Tagebuch is full of earnest prayeri^or wisdom, 
for strength, and for divine guidance in the man- 
agement of the affairs of the Community. Only' 
once in his long period of service did he utter a 
complaint of the double burden of business manager 
and spiritual leader which he was called upon to 
bear. On that occasion after speaking of his own 
unworthiness and his longing to do 'Hhe great work 
of God's grace*', he adds: 

On the second Christmas day the members of the 
second class gathered and I again went into violent inner 
labor before grace came upon me, in which respect my 
Brethren [of the Great Comicil] and the members are 
too often at fault, since they do not leave me an hour 
of quiet self -collection, and overrun me until the very 
hour of the meeting so that one indeed may pray for 
true patience. *^^ 
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The leaders to-day are men whose good sense 
and shrewd intelligence wonld be recognized in any 
sphere of life. ^^^ Nor is it an easy matter to man- 
age the affairs of eighteen hundred persons scattered 
in seven villages ; for the members of a conmiunity 
(albeit a religious one) are essentially human. They 
are just as fond of their own way as are their 
brothers of the world. Personal ambition can not 
always be kept in the background. Some will 
'* strive for particular gifts and envy the one or 
the other. *^ Some '*lend their ears to suspicion 
and prejudice and take offence where there is 
none.'* "^ Differences of opinion as to the general 
policy of the Community arise ; discontent and petty 
jealousies appear; and there are ** occasional bick- 
erings as it should be among near relatives.'* *^ 
In his Tagebuch Christian Metz, who during his life- 
time ^^had to bear the bulk of the burden and care 
of the Community", laments that ** there are many 
presumptuous members in our Conmiunities who 
are always aspiring for something. The one wants 
to be an Elder, and the other even a WerJczeug; and 
the cause of it all is self-love and a false desire 
of the soul.*' ^05 

To maintain peace and harmony and at the 
same time to promote the interests of the Society 
requires something of the ability of the statesman 
and the general. Men of such parts the Amana So- 
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dety is fortunate enough to have; and the growth 
and prosperity of the organization in its western 
home is in a large measure due to the force, patience, 
sagacity, broadmindedness and withal the faithful 
service of competent leaders. 

The Board of Trustees, or Great Council of the 
Brethren, whose meetings are held alternately in 
the different villages on the first Tuesday of each 
month, directs not only all the internal affairs of 
the Society, but determines as well its business re- 
lations with the world. In short, in it the members 
of the Society vest **all the powers, right of action, 
and privileges granted to corporations by the laws 
of the State of Iowa.'' '^ 

The Werkzeug, when the Community was for- 
tunate enough to have one, was usually consulted 
by the Great Council to learn if possible the will 
of the Lord in important matters before announcing 
their decision. In truth the Werkzeug, ''being 
solely a passive instrument in the hand of the 
Lord", was regarded as the real head of the organ- 
ization. ' ' You must stand to him [the Werkzeug] ' ', 
reads an old testimony, '*in strict subjection and 
obedience . . . . Let not a word afllrmed by 
him be acted against" As late as December 2, 
1879, it is recorded that in a matter that had caused 
the Great Council of the Brethren much worry and 
anxiety, Sister Barbara Heinemann was requested 
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to express her opinion and '^she fell into Inspira- 
tion and the Lord in His mercy then gave further 
directions to the Conncil/' 

The Lord 8a3rB Yes and Amen! Do then thus as 
you have agreed, and endeavor that the burden does not 
wholly and soldy remain upon your shoulders, if possible. 
If it however cannot be brought about, be ready none 
the less, though it should be somewhat difiSeult; it is a 
small matter for Me to help you on and through, so let 
all apprehensions and prejudices be dropped for this is 
in accordance with the divine guidance, and take heed 
that you lose not cm account of the money for I know 
that it is a necessary evil. And let there be no delay, 
for this too had to come about that they objected and 
caused opposition. It will be for your benefit and you 
will comprehend it, when it will come about that in your 
neighborhood there will be no place of business [market]. 
To this adhere. "' 

In the month of June in each year the Trustees 
. exhibit to the voting members of the Society (who 
comprise, according to the By-laws, all male mem- 
bers who have signed the Constitution, all widows, 
and such female members as are thirty years of 
age and are not represented through some male 
• member) a full statement of ''the real and personal 
estate of the Society." In matters of great im- 
portance special meetings of the whole Society may 
be called. But in general the Society has avoided 
the mistake (common enough in many contemporary 
communities) of too many mass meetings. It took 
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five upheavals of the Icarian Commimity to teach 
the lesson of leaving routine administration to com- 
mittees instead of discussinpevery detail in frequent 
meetings of the assembly. 

The Amana Society aims to keep its members 
informed on the general condition of affairs; but 
there is a decided tendency to reduce unnecessary 
discussion to the miiiinmnn by ^ leaving such things 
to those that best understand them/' This policy 
has been of the greatest significance, since it has 
saved the Society from the mistakes and follies 
that have brought ruin to so many democratic com- 
munities in which every man feels in duty bound 
to air his views. A survivor of one of the Fourier 
experiments being asked the cause of the downfall 
of his Phalanx replied: **Talk, talk; too much 
damn talk.'' At Amana, on the other hand, there 
is, perhaps, too much silence. 

The Board of Trustees is the high court of 
appeals in cases of disagreements, dissension, and 
complaints within the Society. When the *' bitter 
spirit of natural men" has not been properly ** sub- 
jected" and difficulties between Brethren arise, the 
matter is brought before the village Elders for 
adjustment. From their decision either party may 
appeal to the Great Council, or Board of Trustees, 
where the matter is finally and most emphatically 
closed with their decision. ^^Obey them that have 
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the rule over you", said Paul in his Epistle to 
the Hebrews, **aiid submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 
for that is unprofitable for you,'' ^^^ This has ever 

• been the chief of the governing principles of the 
Community of True Inspiration. * * See to it ' ', reads 
the Kinder-Stimme, ^*that you practice an entirely 

• voluntary obedience and submission to the supe- 
riors set over you by Gh>d in all things." And 
again it is written: **Obey the counsel of your 
superiors without reasoning", and ^'do not offend 
God through your sinful self-willed deeds nor offend 
Him in your superiors." ^^ 

The business of the Community of a legal char- 
acter is transacted at Marengo, the seat of Iowa 
County. Owing to the nature of the organization 

• there are no lawyers in the Community of True 
Inspiration. However, in suits with outside parties 
the Society does not hesitate to employ counsel. 

Each village is governed by a group of from 

• seven to nineteen Elders — not necessarily old men, 
but men who are deemed to be of deep piety and 
spirituality. At the same time the Community 
profoundly believes that ^^Days should speak and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom." ^^^ For- 

• merly the Elders were named or appointed by In- 
spiration, ** through the Spirit", with the approval 
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and consent of the already existing Elders. ''I bid 
thee to sit thyself with the Elders'', reads one of 
these summons of the Lord, '^for the time has come 
when thon hast been made ready to assist in the 
work of the Lord. For such the Lord selects only 
those who in affairs temporal and spiritual prove 
faithful to the common grace.'* "And thou", reads 
another, "shalt assist the iihelhorende when it is 
necessary, and shalt help in the holding of the gen- 
eral meeting . • . • Art thou willing? Will 
you pledge your faith and will you share in the 
burden of the Community that you may be co- 
workers and watchers over the malice of Belial and 
that in spirit you may come down to the feet of 
your master, for the servant can not be greater 
than the master?" "^ 

At present, there being no Werkzeug, the Elders 
are appointed by the Great Council in this man- 
ner: — The resident Trustee of each village recom- 
mends to the Great Council, of which he is a member, 
a list of Elders from the most spiritual of the mem- 
bers of his village. After careful consideration of 
these lists the Great Council appoints the Elders 
for each village according to spiritual rank. And 
* * through fervent prayer" it is hoped that the * * Lord 
will grant to them, his mercy, strength, insight, and 
discrimination". "^ 
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The goveming board of each village is known 
as the Bruderrathj and is composed of the resi- 
dent Trustee and a nnmber of the leading Elders 
of the village, who caU into conference the foremen 
of the different branches of industry and such other 
members of the Commimity as may on occasion be 
of assistance in arranging the village work. It is 
this Bruderrath that appoints the foremen for 
the different industries and departments of labor 
and assigns to each individual his apportioned task. 
To them each individual desiring more money, more 
house-room, an extra holiday, or lighter work must 
appeal; for these allotments are as occasion re- 
quires ** revised and fixed anew/' 

By that nice adjustment of functions that neces- 
sarily grows up in such a commimity, the highest 
authority in the village in matters spiritual is the 
Head Elder; in matters temporal, the resident Trus- 
tee. And although the Trustee is a member of the 
Great Council itself, which is the spiritual head of 
the Community, in the village church the Head Elder 
outranks the Trustee. 

Each village keeps its own books and manages 
its own affairs in accordance with the resolutions 
of the Great Council; but all accounts are finally 
sent to the headquarters at Old Amana where they 
are inspected and the balance of profit or loss is 
discovered. It is presumed that the labor of each 
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^ village produces a profit; but whether it does or 
not makes no difference in the supplies allotted to 
the village or members thereof. The system of gov- 

* emment is thus a sort of federation wherein each 
village maintains a certain sphere of independence 
in local administration, but is under the general 

' control and supervision of a governing central au- 
thority — the Board of Trustees, or Great Council 
of the Brethren. 

The Amana system of government has been 
criticised as '^an aristocracy of Elders'* and as 
tending to produce too great distinctions between 
the governing and governed classes. Theoretically 

* it is best, no doubt, so to conduct a community that 
every one shall feel, not only that he is personally 
interested in the general welfare but that he con- 
tributes to its management according to the measure 
of his ability. In the ATnaTiA Community questions 

"^ relating to business or general policy are always 
discussed and settled among the leaders, the rank 
and file being consulted only at the option of the 
leaders. However this system may fall short of 
the democratic ideal, its advantages and working 
possibilities have been demonstrated by the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

In accordance with the Constitution each mem- 
ber of the Community of True Inspiration **i8 in 
duty bound to give his or her personal and real 
property to the Trustees for the common fund*' 
at the time of his or her acceptance as a member 
and before signing the Constitution. And '^for 
such payments into the common fund each member 
is entitled to a credit thereof in the books of the 
Society and to a receipt signed by the President 
and Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and is 
moreover secured for such payments by the pledge 
of the common property of the Society/* "^ These 
contributions to the common fund of the Society 
have varied from $50,000 (the largest sum paid into 
the treasury by any one member) to the bare work- 
ing capacity of the ordinary laborer. 

** Every member of the Society is**, according 
to Article VI of the Constitution, '^besides the free 
board, dwelling, support, and care secured to him 
in old age, sickness and infirmity, further en- 
titled out of the common fund to an annual sum 
of maintenance for him or herself, children, and 
relations in the Society ; and these annual allowances 
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shall be fixed by the Trustees for each member single 
or in families according to justice and equity, and 
shall be from time to time revised and fixed anew/' 
At the same time the ^ ^members of this corporation 
in consideration of the enjoyment of these blessings 
in the bond of our Communion, do hereby release, 
grant and quit-claim to the said corporation, for 
ourselves, our children, heirs and administrators 
all claims for wages and interest of the capital paid 
into the common fund, also all claims for any part 
of the income and profits and of any share in the 
estate and property of the Society separate from 
the whole and common stock.'' 

The annual sum of maintenance varies with 
"justice and equity*' from twenty-five to fifty 
dollars, or in some cases even more — the varia- 
tion causing at times no little jealousy and discon- 
tent This allowance, made in the form of a credit 
at the village store and guarded by a pass-book and 
a day of judgment at the close of the year, is not 
likely to be spent in riotous living. Becently cou- 
pon books for five dollars and ten dollars have been 
issued and are now used by the members for smaller 
purchases. This simplifies the bookkeeping and 
adds, no doubt, very greatly to the peace of mind 
of those members who do not always use the proper 
amount of discretion (from the Inspirationist's point 
of view) in the spending of their allowance. 
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Some years ago a talented Brother appealed to 
one of the First Brethren for a larger smn of main- 
tenance on the ground that the service rendered 
by him was of nnnsual valne to the Oonmmnity and 
that his position required a larger personal expend- 
iture than that of the average Brother. The reply 
of the First Brother is an admirable illustration of 
the spirit of the Community. He sat by an open 
window overlooking a meadow where Eduard, a 
half-witted shepherd, was tending his flock of sheep. 
''Dost thou see Eduard yonder in the meadow f 
asked the First Brother. ''Yes Brother.'^ ''Doth 
he not perform the task allotted to him faithfully 
and to the utmost extent of his ability f "Yes, 
Brother." "Go thou then, my dear Brother, and 
do likewise. Be thankful that the Almighty Gk>d 
hath endowed thee with greater gifts, for therein 
thou hast already received a fuller allowance. Qo 
render unto the Commimity thy best service and 
offer up a prayer to the Heavenly Father for His 
special kindness and gracious gifts to thee." 

Through generations of admonition and prac- 
tice the Inspirationists have learned thoroughly the 
fundamental principle of frugality. But, if by 
chance an erring Brother in this family of eighteen 
hxmdred souls should so far forget himself as to 
spend "his means for that he hath no need", his 
Brothers and Sisters will not let the offence i>ass by 
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mmoticed. The chances are that the unwise Brother 
will soon mend his ways, since public opinion at 
Amana, as in the outside world, exercises a censor- 
ship that is more potent than all the laws whidi 
human wisdom can devise. 

'^Such members as maj recede from the Socie- 
ty, either by their own choice or by expulsion, shall 
be entitled to receive back the moneys paid by them 
into the common fund and to interest thereon at the 
rate not exceeding five per cent per annum from 
the time of the adjustment of their accounts xmtil 
the repayment of their credits/' "* Although this 
system would not seem to be i>articularly attractive 
to the American spirit of commercialism, there are 
among the members of the Amana Society to-day 
native-bom Americans who grew to manhood and 
womanhood in the ^'tumult of the world'' before 
joining the Society. 

It is not surprising to learn that persons sojourn- 
ing for a while at other communities and religious 
societies (particularly the Separatist Society of Zoar 
and the Harmony Society of Economy) should later 
have joined the Community of True Inspiration. One 
of the most capable business leaders that the Amana 
Society has ever had — a man who ''had travelled 
much, had a good command of the English language 
and knew the laws of the country", who conducted 
''the difficult affair with the Ogden Company and 
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the Indians ''y and who assisted so efficiently in the 
sale of the Ebenezer property — was led to them 
from the Zoar Society ''by the hand of Gk>d at a time 
when he was imperatively needed/*"^ In origin, 
langoage, manner of living, and in Christian ideals 
these organizations had so much in common that 

V Zoarites and Harmonists who could adopt the ''mod- 
em inspiration" tenet of the Inspirationists would 
have felt very much at home in the Community. **^ A 

4 number of former Catholics have subscribed to the 
faith and joined the Society — among them a Catho- 

• lie priest who, wearied with the pomp and ceremony 
of the Church of Bome, sought refuge in the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration. But by far the largest 
accessions to membership have been from Germany. 
There is a homogeneity among the eighteen hun- 

^ dred members of the Community of True Inspiration 
not conunonly foxmd in cooperative or communistic 
societies. This has, no doubt, had much to do with 
its perpetuity. A common origin, a common reli- 
gion, and a common tongue have given to the 
Community what the Icarians were fond of calling 
"solidarity." 

The records of the Society show that at an 
earlier period there were sometimes paid out of 
the common treasury the expenses of poor families 
who recommended themselves to the Society by let- 
ter and whom the leaders (usually the Werkzeuge^ 



V 
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through the **gift of Prophecy '^ declared to be 
worthy. Through **a serious and decisive word of 
the Lord'' the Society has even assumed the debts 
of desirable persons who wished to become members. 
Occasionally **a pharisaical spirit*' would agree to 
abide by ^'the divine ordinances and the ruling of 
the Community" until his wife and children were 
brought from Europe at the expense of the Com- 
munity **when he would denounce the divine ruling 
of the Community entirely and declare that he did 
not believe in the divine nature of Inspiration." 
Such an one would of course be straightway ** ex- 
communicated." "^ But despite the excellent oppor- 
tunity such impositions have been remarkably few. 
It is moreover an interesting fact that of a 
considerable number of new members who came to 
the Community some years after the removal to 
Iowa not a few were more interested in socialistic 
ideas and propaganda than they were zealous de- 
votees of the tenets of True Inspiration. And so 
there has been a discordant note in the Community 
which at times has caused the First Brethren no 
little uneasiness and trouble. At the same time 
these new-comers have been dealt with sympatheti- 
cally and patiently by the old-line members, who 
doubtless understand that it must be extremely diffi- 
cult to maintain the true spirit of the Commimity 
when one lacks the advantages of Pietist ancestry, 
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Commimity education and training, and family tra- 
ditions interwoven with the history of the Commn- 
nity. Gnided by the light of experience the Society 
has wisely adopted the policy of rejecting the scores 
of applications for membership which are annnally 
made by letter. 

The exceptional person who after carefnl con- 
sideration is permitted to become a candidate for 
membership in the Society enters on a period of 
probation, signing an obligation to labor faithfully, 
to conduct himself according to the regulations of 
the Society, and to demand no wages. If at the 
dose of this period of probation he gives ** proof of 
being fully in accord with the religious doctrine of 
the Society *' and appears in every other way to be 
a proper person he deeds over to the Society all 
his worldly goods (if he has any), takes part in 
the ^^Senewing of the Covenant^' , listens to the 
reading of, then signs, the Constitution, and is ad- 
mitted to full membership with all the rights and 
privileges thereto pertaining. The period of pro- 
bation was, during the reign of the Werkzeuge, some- 
times shortened and sometimes dispensed with alto- 
gether by **the direct word of the Lord.'* *^® 

Moreover, the records show that formerly new 
members were expected to make a public confession 
of sins before being taken into fellowship, and were 
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sorely punished by the Lord for not telling the 
whole trutiu "^ 

It is worth noting that the growth of the Amana 
Society during the last quarter of a century has 
been mainly from within, notwithstanding some of 
the young people on whom the hopes of the Com- 
munity were centered have been drawn from the 
** pathway of the Lord** by the gayeties and pleas- 
ures of the ** sinful world/' 

Generations of training in strict obedience and 
submission to the will of the Lord and the decision 
of the Brethren have not altogether eliminated the 
** spirit of the enemy**, and there are times when 
**the sprouting wings of manhood must unfold for 
a moment in the breeze of insubordination.** But 
the First Brethren are usually patient, hold their 
' peace, and ** think up some good job for the boy**, 
knowing full well that the youth grows more con- 
servative as he grows older and comes to feel the 
sobering effect of responsibility. Their **experi- 
enceful** lives have taught them that restive Broth- 
ers who at twenty show their independence by wear- 
ing '^ store clothes** and a colored necktie to meet- 
ings, will at thirty of their own initiative be wearing 
' ^ Colony trousers. * * It is a significant fact that six- 
V ty per cent of the young people who having **in the 
hatred of restriction** chosen the lot of the world 
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have returned to the tranquil well-ordered life of 
the Conunnnity. 

As a rule the Amana youth's ambition is some 
day to be counted a member of the Community, and 
perhaps to work as foreman in the shop or factory. 
He hopes to be (and his dear mother prays he may 
be) good enough to one day be an Elder or even a 
member of the Great Council of the Brethren. The 
importance of being well fitted both intellectually 
and spiritually (particularly the latter) for his place 
in the Community is constantly kept before him. 

And the little Amana maid — what is her am- 
bition t Is it to cook in the kitchen-house one week 
and wash dishes the nextt Is it perchance to marry 
and have a home of her ownt But Barbara Heine- 
mann, eine gam geringe und imgelehrte Magdj was 
called as a Werkzeug of the Lord. And so, who 
knows what dreams the little Amana maid may have 
as she sits on the front bench in the prayer-meeting 
with the ponderous Psalter-Spiel in her lap. What- 
ever they may be, she and her brother on becoming 
of age sign the Constitution and are taken into full 
membership. 

The signing of the Constitution and By-Laws 
in the '^ Great Book'' of the Society takes place with 
ceremony enough to impress properly the young peo- 
ple with the importance of the step they are taking. 
The resident Trustee sends word of their coming to 
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headquarters ; and so the young people when they ar- 
rive are met by the President and Secretary of the 
Great Council and two or three other Brethren. Af- 
ter the young people have in turn expressed their de- 
sire to become full members of the Community, the 
Constitution is read aloud, the significance of the or- 
ganization is reviewed, and great emphasis is laid 
upon the responsibility each member assumes on the 
signing of the Constitution and the desirability of 
preserving the organization in its pristine purity. 
When the signatures have been afSxed to the Oon- 
stitu'tion as engrossed in the Great Book all the 
rights and privileges of full membership are bestow- 
ed upon the candidates. 

Members guilty of voluntary disobedience, those 
who rebel against authority or refuse to fulfill duties, 
were, during the lifetime of the Werkzeugej rebuked 
in general meeting by a '^severe testimony of the 
Lord'' and sometimes expelled. Indeed, the Com- 
munity has always exhibited great courage in fol- 
lowing the scriptural admonition : ^^ And if thy right 
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: 
for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members 
should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell." ^^ At the time of the removal 
of the Community to America one of the leading 
Elders who had been left in charge of affairs in 
Germany wrote the following to Christian Metz: 
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Many will have to undergo a deep pmning, which 
of necessity shall and must be undertaken and which wiU 
be very painfal; and a few will become food for the 
flames, unless the Lord performs a special act of grace. ^^^ 

And the following entry made in the Jahrbuch 
very soon after the laying out of Ebenezer shows 
that ^'in accordance with the divine guidance and 
the vote of the Great Oouncil of the Brethren'^ the 
pruning process was inaugurated: 

The Lord had already at the beginning of the year 
sent a decisive message with r^^ard to this [the misde- 
meanors of (me of the Brethren] and after he [the erring 
Brother] had arrived it was once more confirmed, that 
he not gdIj was removed from his o£Sce and duty as 
Elder, but that he furthermore must settle and dwell with- 
out the Community. 

At the present time the Great Oouncil settles 

^ all questions of discipline; and from their decision 
there is no appeal in the Community. There is no 

^ case on record where an expelled member has resort- 
ed to law for reinstatement. In the recorded testi- 
monies of the Werkzeuge there are many lamenta- 

V tions of the Lord over ' * Brothers with false aims and 
purposes'' who were '^ discontented with regard to 
common possessions'' and '^ disinclined to share the 
great and weighty inner and outer cares and burdens 

^ of the Community." But "for all such the way 
stands open", and they are "at liberty to separate 
and take their own." 
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Individual accomplishment counts for naught 
in the Amana Society except in so far as it promotes 
the interests of the Community as a whole. This 
has been the Weltanschauung of the Community of 
True Inspiration for nearly two hundred years. In 
an old apothecary shop in one of the villages the 

* chemist has worked with such zeal and to such pur- 
pose for half a century that his compounds are 
known throughout the Mississippi Valley as pro- 

. ducts of the Amana Society. But who knows the 
name of the skilful chemist t The patterns of the 

- Amana calico are known from ocean to ocean. But 
who knows the name of the designer! Some of the 

* machinery in the woolen mills has been copied (the 
members of the Society do not patent their inven- 
tions) in almost every woolen mill in the country. 
But who knows the name of the splendid young 
inventor t In every branch of industry men of 
marked ability patiently, and with apparent cheer- 
fulnesSy are giving their best efforts for the common 

- good with no thought of personal recognition. 

The me spirit, as one of the members naively 
expressed it, is subordinated to the we spirit Men 
^ of excellent attainments throughout the villages per- 
form imhesitatingly the commonest kind of work. 

- A folder of cloth in the woolen mills will long be 
. remembered in the outside world as an artist who 

* made many of the original drawings for Oray*$ 
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Botany. A musician of rare ability hoes thistles in 
the springtime and digs potatoes in the antmnn. 
And a brilliant yonng fellow — a graduate of The 
State University of Iowa and a man of unusual abil- 
ity in his profession — does not hesitate to work 
with his hands. 

To be sure one can not truthfully say that there 
are no grumblers, no faultfinders, no wiseacres 
among the members of the Community of True In- 
spiration. Nor was there ever a congregation of 
eighteen hundred souls without its generous sprinkle 
of the dissatisfied — ''and tatlers also and busy- 
bodies, speaking things which they ought not ' ' Five 
generations of precept and practice in self-denial 
and brotherly love, in ''genuine humility of heart 
and subjection of one to the other'' have not com- 
pletely annihilated suspicion, jealousy, and envy. 

There are still "to the great grief of the Lord 
and of all faithful souls" the "self-willed and over 
smart'' who do not '* enter into the true harmony of 
soul and spirit" which is the ideal of the Commu- 
nity. There are those who "misjudge and oppose 
the well-meaning Brethren" and "hamper the im- 
portant work instead of promoting it" But on the 
whole the members seem well satisfied and reason- 
ably content with their plan of life and with the 
results they have attained under it. If this were 
not so, the Community could not be held together 
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many years ; for Amana is simply a volimtary asso- 
ciation, depending for its perpetuity upon the good- 
will and the good faith of its members. 
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IV 

CELIBACY AND MAERIAGB 

In the Scriptures it is written: ^^He that is 
unmarried careth for the things that belong to the 
Lord, how he may please the Lord : Bnt he that is 
married careth for the things that are of the world, 
how he may please his wife/' "^ And so the prob- 
lems of celibacy and marriage have at all times 
seriously confronted Christian communities. They 
are, indeed, the hobgoblins that have invariably tor- 
mented every community that has attempted to 
shape conditions so that its members might ^'with- 
out hindrance follow the lead of the Lord.'' In a 
powerful revival of earnestness the Harmonists, 
several years after their organization, adopted 
celibacy as one of their articles of agreement. It 
was, strangely enough, the younger members who 
took the lead in this movement; and their religious 
enthusiasm was communicated to the older members 
who, '^ convinced of the truth and holiness of their 
purpose", unanimously resolved ^'that they that 
have wives be as though they had none." "^ The 
Zoar Society began as a celibate community, but 
ehanged its policy regarding marriage some ten or 
twelve years after it had settled in America. ^^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



130 COMMUNITY OF TRUE INSPIEATION 

The question of marriage does not appear to 
have been one of the fundamentals at the time of the 
founding of the Community of True Inspiration by 
Bock and Gruber ; but with increasing religious fer- 
vor it arose to disturb the peace of mind of the 
Inspirationists. The Jahrhuch for 1727 contains 
this record: 

The marriage affair of Dr. [a well educated 

and influential young physician] who had again resolved 

to unite in marriage with Fraulein [a lady of 

noble birth] at the CJourt of was also men- 
tioned [in a testimony] concerning which the Lord prophe- 
sied thus: ''Let the affair come to an end, that not a 
dangerous rent may result, for which the Enemy [Satan] 
lies in wait. I shall at my own time visit the couple, 
not as they think, but as I shall find it for good; and well 
shall I then strike hard with my rod, they will have to 
say, 'We have deserved and caused this'. Who is not 
satisfied with the pure embrace of my love [Liebetumfas- 
sung] must turn to the creature and finally feel the pangs 
which result therefrom." ^^* 

There seems to be some inconsistency on the 
part of Gruber in this testimony, since Gruber him- 
self was married and had a son who accompanied 
him on some of his most important journeys and 
who was especially employed to detect false spirits 
whenever they made themselves conspicuous and to 
admonish them with earnestness to true repentance 
and change of heart ^^^ But from the beginning 
there seems to have been a strong conviction in 
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the Oommnnity that celibacy was more pleasing to 
God than the married state. Young people were 

« constantly admonished to ^^ resist the temptations 
of the Enemy'', and to withdraw their **love entirely 
from the Insts of the flesh/' But as far as can be 
' learned marriage, while discouraged, was never ab- 
solutely prohibited. 

During the Beawakening, a century after Gru- 
ber's death, the same doubts and i>erplexities re- 
garding marriage reappeared, causing ^'dangerous 
r^its" in the Community. At this time the mar- 

• riage of the Elders is especially deplored as * * setting 
a bad example to the young." Gottlieb Scheuner 
records that *^in the month of October of this year 

[1828] it came about that Brother , of 

Bonneburg, who for a long time had been beset by 
manifold trials and temptations married contrary 
to the advice and will of the Lord and the Brethren, 
and thus for the time being made himself unfit for 
his calling in the Community and had to be separa- 
ted from the latter until the Lord again raised him 
up and bestowed upon him his mercy." Two years 
later the ** special act of grace" seems to have been 
granted by the Lord, for it is recorded that ** Broth- 
er , who two years ago had been turned 

out, was again accepted by the Lord and He prom- 
ised him a new grace, also for the benefit of the 
Community." *^ 
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As late as the year 1868 it is recorded that ''on 
September first the great monthly Conndl of the 
Brethren was held in Homestead. Among other 
things they considered how to fill the place of Kin- 

derlehrer in East Amana, since Brother 

through his marriage had become disqualified for 
this calling." ^^ 

About the time of the removal of the Commu- 
nity to Iowa there was considerable agitation among 
the members over the question of marriage; and 
Christian Metz took the view that under right con- 
ditions and with proper restrictions marriage should 
receive the sanction of the Community. For this 
attitude he was sharply criticised by his *'more 
unbending Brethren." Of this incident Christian 
Metz speaks in his Tagehuch thus: 

On November 28 [1846], the Unterredung at Nieder 
Ebenezer came to a close. I was under great trial and 
stress, and many testimonies occurred. There was also 
some disagreement with several of the Brethren concern- 
ing married life, which they wanted to denounce as wholly 
unchristian; and I was reproached because I had not been 
pure enough in the work of the grace of the Lord, ^diich 
I, despite my many shortcomings and weaknesses, could 
not find to be the case. Oh would that the Lord may 
grant to me and to them clear insight in this so important 
matter, since it concerns the work of Qod. ^^ 

Long after the removal to Iowa, indeed so long 
as the Community had Werkzeuge, the strictly pious 
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held (as a compromise) that marriage shotQd be 
made only by and with the consent of Qod signified 
throng^ his Werkzeug. Great emphasis was laid on 
the spiritual standing of the contracting parties. 
For marriage in any event is regarded as a spiritoal 
fall; and the young couple, regardless of the high 
degree of spirituality they might have previously 
attained, are upon entering the marriage state re- 
duced to the lowest Versammlung and are compelled 
to work up through deepening piety, "® The utter 
hopelessness of the spiritual upbuilding of parties 
miarrying ** without grace' ' can well be imagined; 
and as the salvation of the soul is the supreme object 
of life in the Community, such marriages were some- 
times interfered with by the Werkzeug. Barbara 
Heinemann was particularly free in denouncing such 
<< godless marriages''; and on this very account she 
was the cause of a good many withdrawals from 
the Society during her later years. "^ 

During the time of the removal from New York 
to Iowa it became customary to separate for one year 
the youth and maid who became betrothed. The one 
remained in Ebenezer ; the other was sent to Amana. 
If at the end of the year they remained faithful to 
each other and steadfast in their purpose, and above 
all if their spiritual condition (ascertained in the 
yearly Vnterredung) warranted, the marriage was 
allowed to take place. The wedding ceremony was 
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treated with a degree of solemnity that was calcnlat- 
" ed to impress properly the young people with thte 
importance of the step they were taking. 

To-day the yonng people are still admonished 
that '^a single life is ever a pleasure to the Lord'^ 
and that according to a revelation given through 
Christian Metz on October 23, 1850, "He has 
bestowed upon it a special promise and great 
mercy, *' The newly married couple are still re- 
duced temporarily to the lowest spiritual Versamm- 
lung ; and with the birth of each child in the family 
the parents suffer the same spiritual reduction and 
must win their way slowly back to grace by deep- 
ening piety. 

At the same time it is true that the general 
• attitude of the Community toward the institution of 
marriage has been greatly modified in recent years. 
This is clearly seen in one of their declarations which 
reads : ^ ^ We believe that marriage was ordained by 
' God, and it is therefore continued among us ; but the 
first essential is that it be in the Lord, that God may 
bless it out of his mercy; and so it must be entered 
upon and continued according to the precepts of the 
Holy Scriptures, chaste and in the fear of God; but 
we do also regard as important the teachings of the 
holy Apostle Paul who repeatedly testifies that it 
is well to marry but better to remain single.** "^ 
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A young man may not many nntil he is twenty- 
f onr, and he must wait a year after he has received 
the sanction of the Elders before the wedding is 
I>ermitted to take place. These are, however, merely 
prudential mles ; for the head of the Amana house- 
hold has none of the ordinary cares of his brother 
of the world. He has no rent, no grocer bills, no 
doctor bills — all these and more being secured to 
him and his family by the Society — hence certain 
restrictive rules have been found wise and necessary. 

When a man and a maid wish to marry they 
present their case to the resident Trustee, who in 
turn lays the application before the Great Council 
for their sanction. If after careful consideration 
the Great Council finds no physical, mental, or spir- 
itual obstacle to the marriage, the young i>eople are 
** promised '' and the wedding day is set for a year 
hence. On the wedding day the friends and rela- 
tives repair to the church. After a song, a prayer, 
and a scripture reading the young people stand be- 
fore the presiding Elder while he expatiates ^^for a 
long time'', with great earnestness and plainness 
of speech, on the sacred duties of husband and wife 
as set forth by the Apostle Paul in his epistle to 
the Ephesians (Ch. 5 :22-23) and in the first epistle 
to the Corinthians (Ch. 7) as well as on their mutual 
duties and obligations to the Community. The mar- 
riage is then performed and the presiding Elder 
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pronounces a benediction and a blessing. The new- 
ly married conple then take their places and each 
member present expresses a good wish for the fnture 
happiness and the religions peace of the bride and 
groom. The guests then repair to the kitchen-house 
where chocolate and coffee, and the marvelous 
variety of Kuchen that only a German housewife of 
the old school can make, await the company. After 
the modest wedding-feast the bride and groom go 
first to the home of the groom's parents and then 
to the home of the bride's parents where they receive 
the congratulations of the members of the Commu- 
nity in general. 

In common with the Church of Bome — and be 
it remembered that Amana is primarily a church — 
the Community of True Inspiration does not recog- 
nize divorce. "As long as ye both do live'' does 
not admit of the liberal interpretation given to it 
in the world at large. It is presumed that the mar- 
ried couple have thought long and seriously of the 
step they take, and they are expected to abide by it 
f orevermore. Second marriage, even in the case of 
death of husband or wife, is not regarded with favor 
by the Community; it is especially reprehensible 
in an Elder who is expected in all of life's problems 
to set a good example to the youth. 

The importance of the more friendly view of 
marriage as a factor in the growth and prosperity of 
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the Community of True Inspiration can not be over- 
estimated. Celibacy as a fundamental principle in 
such a Community carries with it the seeds of certain 
decline. One by one the celibate communities (many 
of them with greater material advantages than the 
Community of True Inspiration) have dwindled. 
Death has thinned their ranks and age enfeebled 
their members. And those that have not already 
died out are, like the Shaker communities, well on 
the road to dissolution. 

It is the institution of the family that has been 
the salvation of the Community of True Inspiration. 
It is clear that the far-sighted Christian Metz per- 
ceived this long before his less ** highly endowed 
and especially favored Brothers. '' Without it the 
growth of the Community would practically have 
stopped with the last accessions from Germany, and 
the splendid development that has taken place in 
the last quarter of a century would have been impos- 
sible. 
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THE INSPIBATIONIST AND HIS HOME 

The newly married couple begin their honse- 
keeping in two rooms which have been assigned to 
them by the Society. These rooms consist of a large 
airy sitting-room and a bedroom equipped in true 
German fashion with two single beds, each with its 
feather tick covered to match the comforter. If the 
house occupied by the parents of either bride or 
groom is large enough to admit of the setting aside 
of two rooms for the young people, such an assign- 
ment is often made by the Elders. 

Formerly all of the house furniture was made 
in the Community; and there are still in the villages 
some fine old hand-made pieces which have done 
service for a century. Some of them bid fair to 
be used another century; for in the Community of 
True Inspiration the best a man can do has always 
been the standard from the making of a chest of 
drawers to the building of woolen mills. In recent 
years, however, machine-made furniture has been 
introduced, partly because of the growing worldli- 
ness of the younger people and partly because *4t 
pays better to buy, than to take the time of a good 
workman." 
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With the growth of the family, larger quarters 
are provided by the Elders. Betimes a brand-new 
house is built; for there is no crowding in the 
Amanas. The same spirit which led the Community 
to adopt the village system has led it to provide 
plenty of room for its people. 

While the Community of True Inspiration aims 
at the widest possible community of goods there is 
in the homes of its members a fine blending of indi- 
vidualism and communism which would hardly be 
possible in a community established with communism 
alone as its ideal. The Teutonic instinct of indi- 
vidual freedom, coupled with an intense love of 
home, led its members to preserve a wholesome 
sphere of domestic independence. Each family lives 
in a house which is the property of the Society. 
But the Amana ^^home" is nevertheless the sanctu- 
ary of its occupants. And to each member of the 
Community there is allowed, out of the common 
fund, enough personal property to assure personal 
comfort and to satisfy that desire of every human 
heart to have something of its very own. Indeed, 
the separatism of the Amana home, though not in 
accord with the principles of complete communism, 
has been an important factor in the perpetuity and 
prosperity of the Community of True Inspiration. 

The cheerless cloisters of the Ephrata Com- 
munity (notwithstanding the religious fervor of the 
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early Brothers and Sisters, oommonly regarded as 
the essential bond of snccessfnl communism) are 
empty to-day. One by one the Family Houses 
of the True Believers of the Shaker Communities 
have been closed. Even the great five-storied home 
of the Centre Family of Lebanon has been deserted ; 
and the United Society of Believers is represented 
by only a small group of the old guard. The Oneida 
Community with its Mansion House ''as a peculiar 
form of Society ^^ to quote one of its own members, 
''is practically no more.*'"^ In truth the whole 
host of brotherhoods that have set sail on the com- 

t munistic sea with the "Unitary Dwelling" and 
"Great House" ideal (despite the undeniable saving 
of labor and expense of such a plan) have miser- 
ably failed. The devoted men to whom the manage- 
ment of the Community of True Inspiration has 
been entrusted for the past century may not have 
been students of social science; but that they have 
been profound students of human nature is evi- 
denced on every hand. 

The Amana houses are substantially built, and 
quite unpretentious. It has been the purpose of the 

^ Community to construct the houses as nearly alike 
as possible. There is no hard and fast rule, but 
the aim is to make one as desirable as the other. 
There is in the private homes no kitchen, no dining- 
room, no parlor — just a series of sitting-rooms and 
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bedrooms, which are, ahnost without exception, 
roomy and homelike. In addition to the general 

'^ family sitting-room, each member of a honsehold 
has as a mle his own individual sitting-room as well 
as his own individual bedroom. Here he is at lib- 

^ erty to indulge his own taste in decoration — pro- 
vided that he does not go beyond his allowance or 
violate the rules of the Community. Here he may 
ride his hobbies or store his keepsakes without being 
disturbed — which accounts in part for the general 
content of the young i>eople. 

The average young girl is, with the suppression 

^ of everything i>ertaining to i>ersonal adornment, 

^ quite naturally given to bric-a-brac, painted celluloid 
boxes, Easter eggs, china doves, and similar sou- 
venirs of the world brought from a rare visit to the 
city twenty miles away. And the "fancy work'' 
instinct found in women of high and low degree 

. finds vent in crocheted lamp mats for the center 
table and knitted laces for the pillow slips. The 
skill exhibited in "picking out'' those wonderful 
"grape-vine" and "pineapple" patterns is a con- 
stant source of astonishment to her sister of the 
world. Such vanities are of course frowned upon 
by the more conservative members of the Commun- 
ity; but the ruling minds have found it best not to 
see too much. 
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Sometimes in the privacy of her own room the 
little Amana maid decorates herself with ribbons 
and cheap jewelry or dons a pair of red and gold 
slippers with high heels. '^Well, maybe she does", 
says the Elder, ''but it is not allowed." And if 
she really knew how much more attractive she is in 
her own simple little costume mere vanity itself 
would keep her from experimenting with ^Vorld 
clothes." 

The AmATiR boy, likewise, has evidences of his 
handiwork in his room; for like his small brother 
in the world he likes to make things. He can whittle 
a chain out of a stick of pine ; and make a top that 
is also a whistle and a box for marbles. There are 
many other wonders in his sitting-room that only a 
jack-knife in the hands of a growing boy can pro- 
duce. The ** collection" faculty, which makes its 
appearance at a certain age in every boy's evolution, 
is also present in the Amana lad, who sometimes 
far excels his American cousin in the thoroughness 
with which he pursues his ^ ' specialty. ' * The Amana 
collections vary all the way from stamps and post- 
cards to botanical and archaeological collections of 
real merit A few years ago an Amana lad was 
Secretary of the American Philatalist Society and 
discharged his duties in that office with great credit 
to himself. 
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In a comnmnity where religions meetings are 
the principal sonrce of recreation a hobby is a 
splendid ontiet for the penned np energies of the 
growing boy, and he pnrsnes it with an enthusiasm 
that is refreshing. There is in a hobby a certain 
element of worldliness that is condemned, of course, 
by the more pious. But ** young people will be some 
foolish'', and so ^^ there are some things the Elders 
must overlook.'' 

Until comparatively recent years pictures were 
prohibited in the Community; for it is written: 
''Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth." ^^ 

Personal photographs were severely condemned 
and absolutely forbidden by the Werkzeugj Barbara 
Heinemann, as causing personal vanity and tending 
to idolatry. And her ''ordinance" was apparently 
approved by the Great Council of the Brethren; for 
it is recorded that during the month of November, 
"after the work [the Untersuchting] had been again 
completed, a form of idolatry which had crept in and 
had become frequent was severely attacked, and the 
annihilation or surrender of the respective objects 
was demanded. This was, namely, the custom of 
having photographs or pictures of one's own self 
taken which is already prohibited in the Ten Com- 
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mandmentSy and which the Lord, moreover, had 
expressly forbidden in his testimonies, bnt which of 
late had nevertheless become very popnlar, espe* 
cially among onr young people. Therefore a Gen- 
eral Assembly for November 9, [1873,] was ap- 
pointed through a resolution of the Great Council 
of the Brethren in order to read again a testimony 
in which the Lord condemned idolatry.*'"^ 

To-day, however, the ordinance against pho- 
tographs is not strictly observed. Indeed, there is 
scarcely a sitting-room in the seven villages without 
an album — which contains photographs not only of 
friends and relatives in the world, but many mem- 
bers of the Community who have had them taken 
(almost invariably in ** world clothes'* worn for the 
occasion) on some holiday to the city. These 
* Vorldly ways*' are, of course, of the newer genera- 
tion, who, loyal to the interests of the Community 
and to the faith of the forefathers, are nevertheless 
separated by two generations from Barbara Heine- 
mann and her ^'ordinances" and are at times a littie 
restive under some of the old regulations. ''Well, 
young people will be some foolish" and so "some 
things the Elders must overlook." 

Christmas presents are by the more pious re- 
garded at best as "worldly" and "diverting" and 
were until recentiy condemned with the same se- 
verity as photographs. The Jahrhuch for 1849 
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records an '^important revelation as a warning and 
rebnke because of the intruding abuse of Christmas 
presents and pictures/^ In 1873 the matter was 
seriously discussed by the Great Council of the 
Brethren, and **it was resolved to read once more 
an explanation and statement concerning these 
things in the Community/' which on the following 
Sunday, December 14, 1873, was done in a general 
meeting in each village. At this meeting, in addi- 
tion to the statement of the Great Council, the tes- 
timony of 1849 dealing with the ** desecration of the 
Christmas feast through too many vain and sensual 
gifts" was read. ^^^ This ordinance also has under- 
gone great modifications; so that to-day there is 
'^ allowed'' among the members an exchange of sim- 
ple Christmas gifts, and the little Inspirationist now 
has a reasonable variety of the enthralling collection 
of the toys that are displayed in the shop-window 
during the holidays. 

To the lover of the antique the average Amana 
home has something of interest — as may well be 
imagined when one remembers that some of the fore- 
fathers of the present households were followers of 
Gruber and Eock and many, many more were wit- 
nesses of the ^ ' New Dawn" in 1817. As communism 
was not adopted until after the removal to America, 
each family brought to the new home its household 
goods. ALfter the adoption of the '^ kitchen-house" 
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system much superfluous material was disposed of; 
but a few families still have some pieces of old china 
and pewter, some brass candlesticks, or better still a 
pewter ** tallow dip*^ or a ** lard-oil lamp/* There 
are still a few old clocks with wooden works and 
brass weights, and an occasional Spinnrad von 
Deutschland. There are a few rare old books of the 
fifteenth and sizteentii centuries, and some copper* 
plate prints of tiie same period. There are numerous 
Community books of the early eighteenth century, 
and manuscript letters not far from two hundred 
years old. There is a communion goblet used in 
the early lAebesmahl, and tiie compass carried by 
Johann Friedrich Bock on his missionary journeys. 
There are pictures older than the oldest living mem- 
ber of the Community, and old Bibles witii wooden 
covers and huge brass clasps whose texts have been 
followed by the forefingers of six generations. 

Whoever has seen an Amana Grossvater read- 
ing his old Bible by the light of a pewter lard-oil 
lamp has a memory picture that will live long after 
the old Grossvater has ended his earthly pilgrimage. 
Who can estimate the influence on the younger gen- 
eration of the mere presence of this patriarch who 
embodies in his personality fourscore years and 
more of the romantic history of the Community; 
who was bom, perchance, in the old feudal cloister 
of Marienbom; who still remembers the testimony 
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of the Lord regarding the founding of a home ^^in 
the land of personal and religious liberty'* and tiie 
farewell Liebesmahl at Armenbnrg; who shared in 
the hardships and privations of tiiat first winter on 
the Seneca Indian Beservation at Ebenezer; and 
who helped to break the Iowa prairie for the new 
home which has seemed to be the fulfilment of the 
** gracious promise*' of the early prophecies. 

Shielded in a measure from the scientific doubt 
and social indifference of the surrounding world, 
and witii the constant reminder in these ^^ heroes 
of faith'* of the noble self-sacrifice of the fore- 
fathers in a great cause, tiie present generation has 
much to challenge its loyalty **to cultivate humility, 
obedience to God's will, faithfulness, and love to 
Christ." Even the ** outsider" and ** unbeliever" 
feels sure that the ^^ blessed continuation of the work 
of God's mercy" as tiie Inspirationist sees it and 
understands it is assured so long as the Community 
has with it these ^^ still living witnesses of the great 
blessings of Inspiration." 

With the exception of the Bible and a few vol- 
umes of testimonies and other religious texts pub- 
lished by tiie Society, books are conspicuously absent 
in the average Amana home. One gathers from the 
testimonies, particularly those of Barbara Heine- 
mann, that general reading was not viewed with 
favor by the Werkzeuge. Beading for pastime was 
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condemned as ^^sonl dissipation" and as ^'diverting 
the mind from heaven and the things which are 
of the Lord. * ' Beading for the acquisition of knowl- 
edge was denounced with equal severity, since it 
is written in the Bihle that ** knowledge pnffeth up*', 
and that ^^in much wisdom is much grief; and he 
that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow/'"' 

There is still an aversion in the Conmmnity 
to mixing ** philosophy and human science with di- 
vine wisdom'' which bespeaks their Pietist ancestry. 
**It is surely known unto thee", declared Barbara 
Heinemann under Inspiration, **how it is written 
that much knowledge is not needed for salvation." 
Again in 1878 Barbara Heinemann under the in- 
fluence of Inspiration said to an Elder who was 
of a scientific turn of mind: **It is not necessary 
that you should possess so great knowledge gained 
through pondering over the wonders and secrets 
ofGk)d."»« 

The reading of newspapers was to Barbara 
Heinemann 's mind the chief cause of the '^retro- 
grading of the young people", and on numerous 
occasions she denounced the practice. In the Jakr- 
buck for 1863 there is a testimony, given during 
the Unterredung "^ of that year when the spiritual 
state of the young people was such that ''the grace 
of Gk)d was withdrawn", in which "the Lord de- 
nounced especially the reading of so many news- 
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papers and other worldly literature and commanded 
that this be entirely suspended for a while.** *^ 

There is much of this old austere spirit still 
found at Amana among the older Brothers; but 
members are now ** allowed** rather than encouraged 
to purchase books, newspapers, and magazines ac- 
cording to their own inclination. The Society sub- 
scribes for various technical and trade journals for 
the use of the different places of business in the 
Community. 

There is a carefully selected library of **good 
literature** in connection with each village school, 
from which the children are at liberty to draw books 
at the end of the week. These are as a rule read 
by all the members of the family. In addition there 
is a township circulating library, and as the whole 
of Amana Township is owned by the Community 
this library, too, is selected and supervised by the 
proper authorities and is not destined to lead the 
young reader astray. Occasionally undesirable 
books and papers find their way into the hands of 
the young people; but if the Elders discover the 
fact, such books and papers are mentioned by name 
in open meeting and their further reading prohib- 
ited. »^i 

General housekeeping in Amana is a compara- 
tively simple matter. Here is at least one place in 
the United States where the old and ever present 
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problem of the servant girl does not overshadow 
all other interests. At more or less regular inter- 
vals in each village Ihere is a ^^kitchen-house" — 
a little larger than the ordinary dwelling — where 
the meals for the families in the immediate neigh- 
borhood are prepared and served. From sixteen 
to fifty persons eat at one kitchen, the number de- 
pending largely upon the location. The places are 
assigned by the resident Trustee, the chief consider- 
ation being the convenience of those concerned. 

There are some three or four instances in the 
entire Community where for good and sufficient 
reasons an individual family kitchen is maintained 
— which illustrates the fact that when a rule is 
impracticable in its working (and there must of 
necessity be many such rules in a group of seven 
villages with a total population of eighteen hundred 
souls) the Elders do not hesitate to make exceptions 
to it. The important thing is to keep the machinery 
of the Oommimity going with the least possible fric- 
tion. To do this requires on occasion all the 
ingenuity and clear-headedness of the ^^ captain of 
industry** of the world. And so in tiie Great Coun- 
cil of Ihe Brethren there is required a genuine com- 
bination of spiritual and business leadership. 

The Mtchen-house system of Amana may lack 
the economy of the communistic ideal — the unitary 
dining-room — but there is much to be said in its 
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favor. To the Great Council of the Brethren the 
^ pnrity and simplicity of the Commnnity have ever 
been more important considerations than Tninimnm 
expenditure. And they have felt that these could 
^ best be preserved by avoiding, what has proved 
to be the cause of the downfall of so many com- 
munitiesy frequent congregations of large numbers 
of individuals. Indeed, the mass-meeting is in no 
way a part of the working scheme of the Amana 
Society. Even in the church there are separate 
apartments or meeting-rooms for the young men, 
the young women, and the older members. Indeed, 
if Amana has made any distinctive contribution to 
practical, working communism it is in the combina-^ 
tion, or rather the nice adjustment, between sep- 
^ aratism and communism whereby mutual interest 
is maintained without inviting the pitfalls of ^'too 
much getting together.*' "^ 

The Amana kitchen is large and airy, often ex- 
tending through the full depth of the house. Each 
kitchen has its supply of hot and cold water and 
its sink and drain. Every pan and kettle has its 
shelf or hook; and there are more conveniences 
for paring and slicing, chopping and grinding, than 
the average housewife of the world ever dreamed 
of. But the really distinctive feature of the Amana 
kitchen is the long low brick stove with its iron 
plate top. This is built along one side of the room ; 
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and back of it there is a sheet of tin several feet 
high which shines like a mirror. From its upper 
edge hangs a most surprising variety of strainers, 
spoons, dippers, and ladles. On top of the brick 
stove are the huge copper boilers and kettles which 
a community kitchen necessitates. In recent years 
there has been added to each kitchen a modem cook- 
stove, which is used during the winter for heating 
as well as for cooking purposes. 

In the kitchen everything from the floor to ceil- 
ing is as dean and bright as can be made by soap 
and water, brooms and mops. The Amana woman 
knows none of the vexations of the village housewife 
of the world, in whose home as a rule proper con- 
veniences for the kitchen are the last to be provided. 
Wood-sheds and store-houses are built in the most 
convenient places; there are covered passage-ways 
from the house to the ^^bake-oven" and outbuild- 
ings; and there is commonly a hired man at the 
Mtchen-house for the carrying of water and hewing 
of wood. There is absolute system in every detail 
of the housework. Everything is thoroughly and 
effectively done; and the women do not appear to 
be overworked. 

Each kitchen is superintended by a woman ap- 
pointed by the Elders, who is assisted by three of 
the younger women, each taking her turn in attend- 
ing to the dining-room, preparing vegetables, cook- 
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ingy and washing dishes. The general rule as to 
. service in the kitchen is two weeks on duty and one 
week off — which, it must be admitted, is a great 
improvement over the ceaseless routine of the life 
of the average housewife of the world. The older 
> women do not work in the kitchen as a rule ; hence 
it is sometimes necessary to hire help from the 
outside. It is the aim of the Oommunity to have 
hired help in the hotel kitchens in order to shield 
its own young women from too close contact with 
the world. The fact that the average summer vis- 
itor too often leaves his manners in the city when 
he chances to take an outing makes the wisdom of 
such a rule evident. **^ 

Wagons from the village bakery, butcher shop, 
and dairy make the daily rounds of the kitchens. 
Cheese and unsalted butter for table use are made 
in each kitchen; and any baking other than of bread 
is done in the big steel range found in connection 
with each Mtchen-house. The brick oven has, in 
addition to the ^^bake-oven", compartments known 
as drying ovens where spinach, green beans, sweet 
com, and a score of other things are dried for winter 
use. Ptomaine i>oisoning and adulterated foods 
have little chance to do their deadly work in Amana. 

It is the aim of tiie Oommunity to produce as 
far as practicable all the food consumed by the 
members. At the same time the Amana people do 
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not deny themselves any comforts which are com* 
patible with simplicity of life. The tables are boun- 

« tif ully laden with wholesome food ; bnt the menn is 

' practically the same from day to day, except as 
varied by the presence of fresh f raits and vegetables 

. in tiieir season. The Inspirationists are not faddists 
in their diet; they have no theories regarding the 
effect of a vegetable and frait diet on ^Hhe health 
of the body, and the purity of the mind, and the 
happiness of society.** They have no decided opin- 
ions regarding the relative merits of lard and tallow, 
and no rule against the ^^ eating of dead crea- 
tures.** *^ Tea and coffee are commonly used; and 
large quantities of home-made wine are consumed 
annually. In short the food throughout the Com- 
'^ munity is well cooked and substantial, but unmodi- 
fied by any modern ** dietetic philosophy.** 

Breakfast is served in the Amana kitchens at 

« six o *clock in the summer-time and half an hour later 
in the winter-time. The dinner hour is 11:30 tfie 
year around. With the supper bell, which rings at 
half past six in the winter-time and at seven o*clock 
in tiie summer-time, the day*s work closes. In addi- 
tion to these three meals the Inspirationist takes 
a lunch in the middle of each half day. Those who 
work at considerable distance from the kitchen carry 
their lunches with them. When the men are work- 
ing in the harvest field, home-made wine or cider is 
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usually added to the afternoon lunch. When the 
supper things are cleared the members gather in 
small groups at different places in tiie villages 
for the evening prayer-meeting. Any announce- 
ments that are necessary for the proper organiza- 
tion of the morrow *s work are made by the presiding 
Elders at the close of these meetings, and the mem- 
bers are then free for the evening. 

The Amana dining-room is simply furnished 
with long narrow tables covered with oilcloth and 
surrounded with backless, unpainted but thoroughly 
scrubbed benches. While all the members of tiie 
family eat at the same kitchen, the men, women, and 
children sit at separate tables. This no doubt is 
designed to prevent ** silly conversation and trifling 
conduct.*' There is some religious expression be- 
fore and at the dose of the meal, but very little 
general conversation. ^^Be quiet while at the table'', 
admonishes the Catechism for the youth of the Com- 
munity, ^^ unless you are asked a question; the 
prattling of children while eating is a grave lack 
of manners." ^^^ The tongue has ever been held 
by the spiritual leaders of the Community to be 
an xmruly member; and from Gruber's time to the 
present day the members have been admonished to 
"count every word", to ''speak never without 
need", and to ''avoid all unnecessary words". ^^ 
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There was a time in the pioneer days of the 
Oommunity (when all energies were bent to the 
building of a new home in the wilderness) when 
the women, in the manner of onr Puritan grand- 
mothersy shared almost eqnally the physical labors 
of the men. But as the Community prospered the 
lot of the women became easier; and to-day the 
woman of Amana knows nothing of the cares of 
the average housemother of the world who is ex- 
pected to fulfil the combined duties of housemaid 
and nurse, hostess and church worker. 

In every department of service in which woman 
participates the work is carefully apportioned to 
her strength. The woman with children under the 
age of two is not required to take part in the 
general village work, and her meals are brought to 
her home in a basket from the nearest kitchen-house. 
There is a nursery or kindergarten in each village 
well supplied with sand piles and the variety of 
playthings deemed necessary to keep children inter- 
ested. Here tiie little folks between three years and 
school age are cared for when necessary to enable 
their mothers to take part in the village work. 

In connection with every kitchen-house is a 
vegetable garden of from two to three acres. The 
heaviest of the garden work is always done by the 
hired man, but the superintendence and general 
care of tiie garden are entrusted to the women. This 
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work is lighter than the kitchen work and the hours 
are shorter, hence the garden work is allotted to 
the middle-aged and older women* 

Whoever has spent a summer in an Amana 
village and has fared on the produce of the kitchen- 
house garden can understand the feeling of the 
Amana prodigal who returned to the Community 
because there was ^'nothing fit to eat in the world." 
There is fresh lettuce from March to December, 
grown in hotbeds at one end of the season and kept 
in sand in the cellar at the other. There is ever- 
green spinach that is delicious the whole summer 
long; and the garden superintendent knows how to 
lengthen the green pea and wax bean season to the 
most surprising extent. There are great white cau- 
liflowers averaging ten inches across; there is kale 
and salsify, red cabbage and yellow tomatoes, and 
much more that the visitor from the world does not 
even know by name. And such fruit as the garden 
superintendent brings to tempt the lagging appetite 
of the worn-out visitor who has sought refuge from 
the strenuous world for a brief respite in this peace- 
ful village I Huge strawberries which before he has 
only seen pictured in the seed catalogues! Basp- 
berries that even the gorgeously illustrated cata- 
logue can not do justice! A score of varieties of 
apples, pears, and plums ! And long after the vis- 
itor has returned to the city to take up once more 
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his place in the noisy procession there comes a won- 
derfnl basket of grapes — big grapes and little 
grapes^ white grapes, red grapes, and black grapes ! 

In their dress (like the Shakers, the Mennon- 
ites, and in tmth all of the communities whose re- 
ligion prohibits **a life of vanity '0 th® members of 
the Amana Community are ** plain.** And like the 
Shakers, too, they do not profess to adhere to a 
uniform, but claim to have adopted and retained 
what they find to be a convenient style of dress. 
This is particularly true of the dress of the women. 

There is nothing distinctive in the dress of 
the men of Amana to-day. While tiiere is a great 
aversion among the pious to ** looking proud**, there 
is an equal dislike on the part of the younger mem- 
bers of being conspicuous on account of their clothes. 
And so the men, particularly those who come in 
contact with the world, dress in much the same 
fashion as do men of the world — a little more given 
to ^^ plain goods**, perhaps, and a little less respon- 
sive to the latest edicts of fashion. 

Formerly the village tailor made all of the 
clothing for the men, but it was found to be cheaper 
to buy "ready-made** clothes for ordinary wear. 
The "best clothes*' are still quite generally made 
by the Community tailor; for the young man gets 
his goods at cost from the woolen mills and, as the 
time of the tailor belongs to the Society, he is thus 
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enabled to dress well on less than one-fonrth of 
what it costs his brother in the world. The older 
Brothers are a little more ortiiodoz and still wear 
trousers of the old-fashioned broad fnll front va- 
riety and a Sunday coat without lapels ; but unlike 
the Amishman, with whom he is often confused, he 
does not regard the button as an ^^ emblem of van- 
ity**, nor cut his hair in **pumpkin-shell** fashion. 
He does, however, resemble both the Amishman and 
the Shaker in the cut of his beard and in the absence 
of a moustache, which latter is regarded as a badge 
of worldliness. 

The costume of the women might almost be 
called a uniform two hundred years old, the dress 
of to-day being practically the same as at the found- 
ing of the Community. Mothers and daughters, 
grandmothers and granddaughters dress alike — not 
in the silver gray of the Quakers, nor the more bril- 
liant purples of the Amish, but in the black or blue 
or gray calico tiiat is made by the Society and is 
known from Maine to Calif omia as ^^Amana calico.** 
The waist and skirt of this costume are sewed to- 
gether in a wide band: the former is short and very 
plain, the latter long and very full with the inevitable 
tuck for future reference. An apron of moderate 
length, a ^^shoulder-shawl** of calico which is long 
enough to reach the waist line both in front and be- 
hind so as to hide from view all lines of grace and 
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beauty, and a small black cap designed likewise to 
suppress pride complete the summer costmne. The 
only head-dress is a snnbonnet with a long cape. 

. The winter dress differs from this only in being 
made of woolen goods ; while a hood takes the place 
of the snnbonnet. ^^Do not adorn yourself in dress 
for luxury's sake'^ reads one of the precepts of the 
Community, '^as a feast for the eyes or to please 
yourself and others, but only for necessity's sake. 
What you seek and use beyond necessity is sin." 

Every woman makes her own clothes and every 
mother makes the clothing for her own small chil- 

• dren. The most approved church costume is black 
throughout — apron, ** shoulder-shawl", and all. 
There is a pathetic sweetness of expression and a 
serenity in the manner of the women that are seldom 
found in the world in this day of turmoil, haste, and 
discontent. And so the austere Amana costume 
seems a fitting frame for those kindly, placid faces. 
Generations of right thinking and right living 

.^seem to have produced a distinct tyi>e in the In- 
spirationist. The older men and women are plain 
and direct of speech, self-possessed and sedate. 

' They have strong faces and honest eyes — faces re- 

' fined by much thought upon spiritual things and 
purified by sacrifice and high aims. There is a gen- 
tleness in their demeanor that reminds one of the 
Quakers, and a firmness and a seriousness in their 
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manner that bespeak their Pietist ancestry. They 
live quiet and peaceful lives and do not like to admit 
strangers to their privacy. They have a reputation 
for honesty and fair dealing among their neighbors 
and wherever their products are bought and sold. 

- ''If you have made a promise so keep it, and beware 
of untruthfulness and lies", ^^^ is one of the funda- 
mental precepts in the training of the Inspirationist. 

- There is among the men an ample measure of the 
orthodox German sense of masculine superiority. 
The Inspirationist husband and father is the ''true 
head and light of the household'' ; ^^ and the women 
are kept modestly in the background of life. The 
"housefather'' has a heavy sense of responsibility. 
He aims to make his religion his life; and he un- 
oeasingly endeavors and earnestly hopes to conform 
to all the rules of Scripture and sundry of his own 
devising. 

It is doubtful whether there are many places 
" in the world outside of Amana where more tender 
care and respectful attention are given to the aged 
and infirm. Unproductive members of the Com- 
' munity enjoy all the privileges and comforts that 
the Community has to give. When the dissolution 
of the corporation was suggested in a recent law- 
suit, it was the problem of the "old people" that 
caused the greatest concern in the Community. "It 
would be wrong to dissolve our brotherhood", said 
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the Elders, ^' for if this should happen, what would 
become of our old people!^* 

There is no prettier picture anywhere than an 
Amana grandmother with her knitting (and what 
wonderful things she can do with those needles with- 
out seeming to look at them I) unless it is, perhaps, 
the homage she is paid by the younger members of 
the household. And what a wealth of stories the 
dear grandmother has to tell the eager little folks 
of **our forefathers in the old country'', of the 
early days at Ebenezer and the trouble with the 
Seneca Indians, and of the long, long drive across 
the country to the Iowa prairie! 

The Inspirationists do not approve of voting 
or of taking any part in ** polities'' — not because 
they consider it wicked to vote, but because they 
do not wish to create dissensions in their Community 
by the introduction of politics. **For the elections 
of the world are conducted amidst the feud and 
strife of the several parties struggling for diverse 
selfish ends." Christian Metz in particular was 
strongly opposed to the ** spirit of partisanship", 
which he declared to be ''an actual disobedience of 
the word of the Lord." During the residence of 
the Community at Ebenezer, Christian Metz records 
in his Tagehuch after a township election: ''The 
Whig party elected our Brother for super- 
visor and the Democrats elected him assessor which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 163 

was preferable to us, but Brother was too 

much inclined toward the Whig party and paid no 
heed; therefore the Lord had to testify concerning 
the intermingling with the world and the fact that 
the people desired to become mightier instead of 
humbler/'^*' Elsewhere he adds: *' Since party 
spirit fosters contention, and engenders hatred and 
strife, it is contrary to the principles of our faith 
and our rules for salvation.'' 

The young men have from time to time caused 
much anxiety by their manifest desire to take part 
in the political elections. But this ^'intermingling 
with the world" was some years ago pronounced 
through a '^ severe testimony .... a contempt 
of the Lord's will and a grave transgression of His 
once-for-all established rules." ^^^ **We as believ- 
ers", reads a memorial written by the leading 
Brethren under the date of November 7, 1863, 
** should pray for the best welfare of the land, and 
at the election of officials should implore, without 
regard for any party, that the Lord might direct 
the results according to his will and for the best 
of the country; but, according to the word and testi- 
mony of the Lord, we should not engage in party 
strife or participate in the fight of the election." "* 

It appears, however, that in 1868 there were 
individuals who **in spite of former warnings" did 
vote at the election; but it is recorded that ''the 
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offenders were excluded from divine service until 
the respective persons did report at the Council of 
the Brethren or to one of the First Brethren and 
confess and acknowledge their offence/' 

In recent years the Inspirationists have voted 
as a Society on questions that seemed to affect them 
in their industrial activities; but the **once-for-all 
established rules'' are still in force for individual 
members and the transgressor is still ** churched" 
by the First Brethren for his disregard and con- 
tempt of the will of the Lord. 

While the Inspirationists do not approve of 
participation in elections they sincerely desire the 
peace and prosperity of the Nation. They give 
largely to charity. Be it a famine in Russia or in 
heathen China, an earthquake in California, or the 
failure of crops in the neighboring State of Kansas, 
Amana Society responds with equal generosity. **^ 

Being non-resistants, the Inspirationists fur- 
nished no volunteers during the Civil War. They 
did, however, through the recruiting agent hire sub- 
stitutes when recruits were called for in Iowa Coun- 
ty. This was a little inconsistent; but as Christian 
Metz expresses it in a letter to the Brethren at 
Ebenezer, ** Since war is contrary to our calling 
and faith we know no other way out than to pay 
the $300 prescribed by the law in order to show 
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our patriotic attitude as citizens and supporters of 
the Union.'' ^53 

The suffering of the army presented a phase 
of the war with which the Community understood 
better how to deal. In a letter written at the 
time by Christian Metz to the Brethren of the Eben- 
ezer Community^ who were still in charge of the New 
York property, he gives an account of the collection 
among the Iowa villages of contributions for the 
army. **We sent a circular letter", he writes, **to 
this and the other Communities that we considered 
it our duty that every member, household, or family 
should contribute a gift or offering each one accord- 
ing to his means, consisting of woolen blankets or 
stockings, socks, woolen shirts and jackets, under- 
wear, etc. These were gathered in the evening be- 
fore prayer-meeting .... Almost every one 
showed such willingness that it was real joy. We 
will now wait for the contributions from the other 
Communities and then send all of them to the place 
from which they are to be dispatched to the soldiers. 
The Brethren had indeed already sent $200 to the 
Governor; but I believe that this is or will be even 
more acceptable, for all these contributions consist 
of good warm clothing.'' These contributions, 
moreover, were repeated and amounted to thousands 
of dollars before the close of the war. 
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One would imagine that Amana's isolated and 
fraternal form of life would intensify sociability. 
Perhaps it does. Perhaps this very close relation- 
ship does away with the need of the so-called pas- 
times of modem society. Or perhaps owing to the 
freedom from care, worry, and hurry, and from the 
excessive physical labor and mental exertion of the 
world in this strenuous age, the members of the 
Community of True Inspiration do not require the 
relaxation deemed necessary by those who live in 
the world. However that may be, the life of the 
Inspirationist is almost devoid of amusements. 

' There is no dancing — no cards, no games, no music, 
no parties, no sociables. ^^^ Such a thing as a lecture 
or concert or public entertainment of any kind seems 
to be entirely foreign to the Community. 
j Pleasures seem to have been discouraged in 
4;he Community simply because they were pleasures. 
^^ If we do what we wish", teaches the schoolmaster, 

j^^it takes our minds from heaven and increases our 
selfishness.'' It is the aim of the Elders to keep 
out everything that is calculated to lead to mere 
dissipation of time and energy and to lower the 
moral tone cL* those indulging. A group of young 
men may meet once a week during the winter-time 
as a study club (which is conducted very much in 
the manner of the college seminar, each member fol- 
lowing a chosen line of work and reporting from 
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time to time to the group) ; and this form of reore- 
ation seems to fall within the required bomids of 
sobriety. Very recently a little orchestra has been 
organized in one of the villages; but the ^^ Older 
Elders do not like it'^ and so practice is for the 
most part pianissimo. The Zoar Society with all 
its religious fervor had its orchestra and an organ 
in the church; and the Bappites at Harmony, despite 
their austerity, had their village band. One de- 
plores the fact that the First Brethren of the Amana 
Community still deny their young people so inno- 
cent a form of amusement. ^'' 
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VI 
INDUSTRIAL AMANA 

Amana is far from being primarily an indus- 
trial organization. Nevertheless the system of com- 
munity of goods which the Society has so success- 
fully maintained for over half a century is one of 
the most interesting phases of its unique life. Amana 
has never boasted of ^'industrial enterprises estab- 
lished on correct fundamental principles. '* And yet 
its industrial history presents a strong argument 
in favor of communism as a practical economic 
principle. 

The agricultural industries of the Community 
are carried on according to the most modern and 
scientific methods; and as the Society has more 
• money than men to spare, every tested labor-saving 
device in farm machinery is gladly introduced. 
System prevails in everything; and in accord with 
GFerman genius for organization, every branch of 
service is ** functionated.^' Every department of 
" labor has its superintendent or '*boss'^ who in turn 
has his lieutenants; and so authority is transmitted 
from the head down. 

The general plan of the field work is determined 
- by the Board of Trustees or Great Council of the 
" Brethren ; but a field ' ' boss ' ' or superintendent is re- 
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sponsible to the Board for the proper execution of 
their orders. He sees that the farm machinery is 

- kept in order; he appeals to the Bruderrath for 

- more men to work in the field when necessary; and 
he obtains from the superintendent of the bams 
and stables the horses that are needed. Although 

- the Society rents about one thousand acres to tenants 
at the present time, it is still necessary to hire from 

^ 175 to 200 ** hands ^' from the world every year to 
carry on the field work — the members of the So- 
ciety acting always as foremen and superintendents. 
The members of the Community, particularly 

^ the spiritual leaders, deeply regret that it is neces- 
sary to introduce this ** outside help*'; for such a 
practice is not without its danger of leading the 
young members astray. At the same time there is 
not among the Inspirationists the strong aversion 
to the ** hireling system*' that is found in the Shaker 
Families. It is a question whether the Shakers were 
not more nearly right in this matter than the Amana 
Community; since the average ** harvest hand'* who 
floats into the Community for **work and wine** is 
mentally, morally, and spiritually a very different 
individual from &e young Inspirationist with his 
heritage and training. **Good apples never yet 
made rotten apples sound*', said an aged Amana 
field superintendent, ^^and we*d be better off without 
the hands.*' 
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The field hours of labor are from 6:30 to 11:00 
in the morning and from 12:30 to 6:00 in the after- 
noon. The wages i>aid to the hired hands vary from 
$125 to $175 a year in addition to their **keep/^ 
This seems less than the neighboring farmers pay 
for the same kind of work. But in Amana there is 
always plenty of wholesome food to eat, plenty of 
home-made wine to drink, and the hired men are 
so sure of being made comfortable and of not being 
driven that the Society never has any trouble in 
getting the outside labor that it needs. It is a fact 
that the hired men in the Community are able to 
save more than help in the outside world can save. 

Very often one department of industry is 
obliged, during its busy season, to call upon other 
departments for assistance. There is a meeting 
of the Elders and foremen once a day for the organ- 
ization of the morrow's work; and at the close of 
every prayer-meeting the presiding Elder appoints 
the helpers required. The great advantage of be- 
ing able to command at any moment a large laboring 
force for an emergency is evident. The quickness 
and thoroughness with which a hay-field is cleared, 
the harvest gathered, or the potatoes stored for the 
winter, and the apparent pleasure the workers find 
in the doing clearly illustrates the efficiency of com- 
bined industry. 
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The care and the thoroughness with which the 
Amana Society has cultivated its fields and selected 
its seeds have done much to raise the standard of 
farming in the immediate neighborhood. No farmer 
cares to plant inferior grain when for the asking'^ 
he can get better seed from his neighbor. Further- 
more, the Society furnishes a market for the sur- 
rounding country and is in position to dictate as 
to the quality of the produce. 

The products of agriculture are for the most 
part rye, barley, oats, com, potatoes, and onions. 
The average annual yield for three years as taken 
from the records of the Secretary of the Society was 
1,269 bushels of rye; 8,934 bushels of barley; 42,464 
bushels of oats; 55,208 bushels of com; 31,622 bush- 
els of potatoes ; and 9,779 bushels of onions. 

The Society makes no attempt to raise live stock 
for the market. It buys and sells stock when the 
market is favorable, but aims to have in the long run 
only enough for home consumption. During three 
years the live stock of the Society averaged annually 
930 steers and heifers; 607 cows; 273 horses; 2,817 
sheep and 2,580 swine. 

It is, indeed, the aim of the Amana Society 
to raise only enough agricultural and dairy products 
for home consumption. In a recent civil action in 
which the Community was alleged to be conducted 
for pecuniary profit it was shown that while the 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



172 COMMUNITY OF TRUE INSPIEATION 

Society for convenience may sometimes sell a 
small surplus of one kind of grain that invaria- 
bly other grain has to be purchased, so that upon 
the average all the product of all the land under 
cultivation does not supply the needs of the people 
of the Society and the animals owned by the Society. 
It was also shown that as a rule money derived from 
other enterprises must be expended in order to buy 
the necessaries in agricultural products. 

In contrast with the modernity of all that per- 
tains to the Amana fields and more in keeping with 
the foreign aspect of the village and its people are 
the ox-teams that ever and anon one sees meander- 
ing down the flower-bordered village street. There 
are from fifteen to eighteen ox-teams used in the 
Community for heavy hauling, it being the expe- 
rience of the Society that oxen are more profitably 
used than horses for work which requires heavy 
and steady pulling. With the visitor's first glimpse 
of an Amana ox-team in its picturesque setting he 
feels that he has suddenly stepped into a strange 
land; and as he listens dreamily to the ^^gee" and 
**haw'' of the driver and the laborious creaking 
of the heavy two-wheeled cart, he quite resents the 
shrill whistle of the incoming passenger train which 
reminds him that only twenty miles away street cars 
are clanging and delivery carts rattling over the 
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hot pavements while street venders are screaming 
the merits of their wares. 

There is probably no place in the United States 
where work is more thoroughly or effectively done 
than in the Oommnnity of True Inspiration; and 
while money-making is as pleasant an occupation for 
communities as it is for individuals, it is not the 
end and purpose of living at Amana. The members 
have learned that in order to have a moderate sur- 
plus for ^'hard times'' it is not necessary to labor 
exhaustively. Steady but comfortable industry, 
regnlarity of living in general, and the sensible pur-< 
suit of wealth and happiness make for the prevailing 
good health and longevity in the Community. At 
the age of eighty-four, the watchmaker at Old 
Amana was still at his post as regnlarly as the sun 
rose; while another still more remarkable Brother 
is active in the fields at the age of eighty-seven. 
Indeed, there are several less active members in full 
possession of their faculties who are over ninety 
years of age. "^ 

In InspirationS'Historie we learn that as early 
as 1740 the Community of True Inspiration had to 
care for certain of its mechanics who ^^came into 
difficulties and perplexities." ^^At this time", reads 
the record for 1740, ^^the Brethren, especially those 
at Himbach and Bergheim had come into difficulties 
and perplexitiM, on account of a new trade guild 
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which had been established and which the Herm- 
hnter and the hostile Brethren had joined. But 
since the members of the Community could not and 
must not meddle with this affair for conscience sake 
they lost their jobs and means of support, since no 
mechanic who was not a member of this guild was 
permitted to ply his craft in these places. This 
caused trouble and anxiety to the Brethren and there 
was no other remedy than to leave the towns in 
which these guilds existed." ^^^ It is interesting 
to observe that while the Conmiunity still persists 
in its attitude of not '^meddling with such affairs '^ 
there is scant sympathy for labor unions in Amana. 
It was the custom of the Community in those ** trou- 
blesome days'' to find for the unfortunate Brethren, 
who for conscience sake had lost their jobs, employ- 
ment in the more tolerant towns and provinces. 

A hundred years later at the time of the renting 
of the first estate near Bonneburg it was found 
necessary to rent mills and factories for those who 
knew not how to till the soil but were skilled in the 
trades. The Jahrhuch for 1829 records that at the 
time of the arrival of a large number of souls at the 
Haag whom the Lord had called to the Community 
from the surrounding country '4t was approved and 

confirmed by the Lord that Br. should 

move from Marienbom to the Haag and set up at 
the latter place a spinning-machine in order to pro- 
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vide for the poor members a means of earning their 
livelihood/' 

The building of their own mills and factories 
in the new world followed quite naturally. Article 
m of the Constitution adopted in 1859 reads: ** Ag- 
riculture and the raising of cattle and other domestic 
animals in connection with some manufactures and 
trades shall under the blessing of God form the 
means of sustenance for the Society.'' In these 
later years the Community has decided that a simple 
branch of manufacturing employing only a few 
hands yields a more satisfactory income than a 
large acreage cultivated with hired labor — which 
accounts in part for the present tendency of the 
Society to rent more of its own land and enlarge 
its manufacturing plants. 

The Shakers believed that every commune must, 
in order to prosper, be founded on agriculture. Elder 
Frederick Evans even declared that ** whenever we 
have separated from this rule to go into manufac- 
turing we have blundered. ' ' And proceeding on this 
policy they bought farm upon farm until they be- 
came land-poor. On the other hand, the advice of 
the Oneida Community to all ^^associations" owning 
a ** domain" was to **sell two-thirds of that domain 
and put the proceeds into a machine-shop. Agri- 
culture, after all, is not a primary business. Ma- 
chinery goes before it, always did and always will 
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more and more/'^^' The Shaker Families with 
their enormous farms have dwindled sadly and the 
^ Oneida Community with ^ ^ the whole range of modem 
enterprise open to its people'' is no longer a com- 
mune. How nearly the Amana Society has hit upon 
the ideal adjustment of the two industries, time 
alone will telL 

Amana 's mills and factories were among the 
first erected in the State of Iowa. The two flouring 
and grist mills, one at Old Amana and the other at 
West Amana, were important centers half a century 
ago for the pioneer farmers for fifty miles around. 

But it is through its woolen mills that the So- 
— >ciety is best known in the business world. These 
mills, moreover, have been in active operation for 
fifty years. In them over half a million pounds of 
raw wool are used annually. As this is considerably 
more than the Society's three thousand sheep can 
furnish, a great deal of raw material is purchased 
in the outside market Formerly this raw material 
was obtained through jobbers who imported it 
from Texas, Colorado, and other western States, 
and from Australia. But since the imposition of 
a high tariff on wool no foreign wool has been used, 
and at present most of the wool is bought in the 
Chicago market. 

The latest and most improved machinery for 
woolen manufacture is found in the Amana miUs. 
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Some of it has been imported directly from Ger- 
many. Numerous very clever devices have been 
invented by the workers in the woolen mills to add 
to the efficiency of the best models which the Society 
has been able to obtain in the world. The Society 
does not patent its inventions, as they are made to 
facilitate its own work and not for pecuniary gain. 
The shrewd and not over scrupulous Yankee has 
discovered this fact; and so most of the Amana 
-inventions have been copied and patented in the 
world. 

While water was originally the motive power 
used in the mills and factories, it has gradually been 
supplanted by steam, so that during low water, or 
when for any other reason the water power fur- 
nished by the canal is insufficient, all of the mills 
and factories can be run by steam. 

There are about one hundred twenty-five per- 
sons employed in the woolen mills. Of this number 
only from sixteen to eighteen outsiders are hired 
by the Society — and to these is given almost with- 
out exception the heavy and more unskilled labor. 
The woolen mill workers are carefully selected for 
their places, and are still more carefully trained. 
The outsider with the same skill and efficiency de- 
mands and gets in the world a very high wage — 
and so it is deemed best by the Great Council not 
to disturb the peace of mind of the members of 
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the Community by a too intimate knowledge of the 
value of skilled labor. 

The capacity of the mills is at present taxed 
to the utmost, and the demand for their product 
far exceeds the supply; but the Society has not mem- 
bers enough to warrant immediate extension. Nor 
is there the slightest desire to get rich at the ex- 
pense of the ** solidarity '' of the Community, which 
would necessarily result from the employment of 
much skilled labor from the world. 

The only place in industrial Amana, outside of 
the kitchen and the garden, in which women are 
employed is in the woolen mills ; and even here there 
are only six or eight to be found and these are wom- 
en who are not strong enough or are too old to work 
in the kitchen. Their work in the woolen mills is 
largely simple hand- work, such as tying threads as 
they are wound on the large reels, or spinning to- 
gether broken threads on genuine old spinning- 
wheels stationed in out-of-the-way corners. 

The placid matron of the Amana mills in her 
austere costume sets one to dreaming of the patient 
industry of our pilgrim foremothers of New Eng- 
land. Indeed, it is such touches as these, such xm- 
expected linking of the old and primitive with the 
latest and best methods of the new century, that 
gives to Amana its inimitable charm. 
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One half a million yards of flannel and ladies' 
cloth are mannfactnred in the mills annnally, rang- 
ing in price from twenty to eighty-five cents per 
yard. Certain times of the year are devoted to the 
weaving of blankets, of which 10,000 pairs are made 
annually, selling at from $2.75 to $9.00 per pair. 

It has always been the aim of the Society to 
manufacture ^^good goods'', and their rigid honesty 
has secured them a market Nation wide. Ten men, 
^ seven of whom are members of the Society, are on 
fhe road for a part of the year in the interests of 
fhe woolen mills. The extreme East and the ex- 
treme West are as a rule worked by outsiders. Some 
of Amana's best customers have handled their wool- 
en goods every year since the establishment of the 
woolen mills at Ebenezer ; for wherever their prod- 
ucts are bought and sold **Amana Society" is a 
guarantee of rigid honesty and fair dealing. 

The hours of labor in the woolen mills for the 
greater part of the year are the usual Amana hours 
of from 7:00 to 11:00 A. M. and from 12:30 to 6:00 
P. M. But during the summer months when the 
orders for the fall trade are being filled, the mills 
run from 4 : 30 in the morning to 6 : 00 in the after- 
noon ; or from 7 : 00 in the morning to 11 : 00 at night. 
^ When the men work more than the required number 
of hours they receive extra compensation — some- 
times in credits, sometimes in cash, and sometimes 
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in preferment of position or other special perqui- 
sites. ^^' 

In spite of the long hours and the noisy ma- 
chinery there is a very xmnsnal factory air about 
the Amana mills. The rooms are light and airy. 
There is a cushioned chair or stool for every worker 
* * between times. ' ' An occasional spray of blossoms 
on a loom frame and the humming of a psalm tune 
by an Elder whose calling as a shepherd of souls 
does not interfere with the labor of his hands reflect 
the spirit of the workers. The product of the Amana 
mills comes as near being what William Morris 
called **the expression of a man's joy in his work'' 
as can be found anywhere. Here and there in dif- 
ferent parts of the factory is a well equipped cup- 
board and a lunch table where the different groups 
of workers eat their simple luncheon of bread and 
coffee in the middle of each half day. 

In the villages where the factories are located 
the boys of thirteen or fourteen years of age who 
are about to leave school are employed for a few 
hours each afternoon * ' to learn. ' ' If they show spe- 
cial aptitude and the work is congenial they are 
carefully trained and are given every opportunity 
to **work up"; but if this employment is not agree- 
able they are at liberty to choose some other line 
of work. ^'Each according to his calling or inclina- 
tion" is the ruling principle of industrial Amana. 
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The natnral result of such a system is intelligent 
and efficient workmanship. 

In Old Amana there is a calico-printing estab- 
lishment where 4,500 yards of calico are dyed and 
printed every day. The heavy cotton goods used 
here are manufactured for the Society in the South- 
em States. The printing patterns for the calico 
are not only designed but made by a member of 
the Society. The colors used in the dyeing are chiefly 
blue, brown, or black. Only the severest of these 
patterns are considered sufficiently ** plain*' for the 
dress of the Amana women and children. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that 
during the prosperous days of the Icarians in Iowa 
the women dressed for the most part in Amana 
goods. There is a renmant of an Amish Mennonite 
settlement in the vicinity; but the Amish women, 
whose idea of ^^ plain'' clothes runs to brilliant pur- 
ples and greens, find the modest Amana calicoes 
a trifle worldly. When the Amishman with his 
broad hat and buttonless coat and his gentle little 
wife with her purple gown come to Amana, as they 
frequently do, the inspection is quite mutual; for 
the Community regard the Amish as rather a queers 
people. Yea, verily, ** all the world is queer except 
thee and me; and I sometimes think thee a little 
queer." 
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The Amana calico, particularly the ^^ Colony 
Blue'', is quite as favorably known as the woolen 
goods, and is sold at ten cents a yard throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

There are from twenty-five to thirty-five men 
employed in the calico-printing establishment, ten 
or twelve of whom are outsiders. The working 
hours are the same as in the woolen mills. 

The flouring and grist mills employ about six- 
teen men, five or six of whom are outsiders. The 
working hours are from 7:00 to 12:00 A. M. and 
from 1 : 00 to 6 : 00 P. M. Eecently a large addition 
to the flouring-mill at Amana has been erected. 
Most of the grain used in the mills (about 5,000 
bushels of rye, 16,000 of barley, 10,000 of wheat, 
and 90,000 of com) is purchased in the outside mar- 
ket; and a large part of the products is sold to job- 
bers in this and neighboring States. A few years ago 
the Society paid a premium on white com, and in 
two years time almost the entire yellow com crop 
of the vicinity had been replaced by white com. 
The Amana Society is such a convenient market for 
the agricultural products of the surrounding country 
that the neighboring farmers find it profitable to 
respond to the wishes of the Conmiunity. 

The industrial efficiency of the operatives in all 
of the Amana mills and factories is noticeably great 
even to the casual observer. Each worker labors 
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with the air of a man in physical comfort and peace 
of mind, and with the energy of a man who is work- 
ing in a partnership in which he expects to enjoy 
all the fruits of his labor. 

There is a printing-office and bookbindery at 
Middle Amana. The job work for the stores and 
mills, the text-books nsed in the schools, the hymn- 
books used in the churches, and all other religions 
books commonly read in the Community are printed 
at this Middle Amana printing-office. But the So- 
ciety publishes no newspaper or magazine, official 
or otherwise. 

Nearly all of the communes in the United States 
have published an ** organ** in which were freely 
discussed their fundamental principles with a view 
to uniting ^^all friends of humanity in one world- 
wide socialistic fraternal brotherhood.**^^ The 
Amana Society, on the contrary, has never had any 
desire to recruit its membership from the world, and 
has never cared to take the public into its confidence. 
The members live quiet, x>^aceful, honorable lives. 
They attend strictly to their own affairs; and the 
curious public is given to xmderstand that it would 
be much pleasanter for all parties if it in turn would 
do likewise. 

Nor is there any need of newspaper communi- 
cation within the seven villages. All necessary in- 
formation can be transmitted daily through the 
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Elders to the people at the evening prayer-meeting; 
and the ^^personals'' and **local news'' travel, in 
spite of the admonition to ^^ avoid all unnecessary 
,.> words'', quite fast enough without a daily pai>er. 
With the absence of nearly all forms of social inter- 
course other than religious meetings, it is but nat- 
ural that in so human a community as Amana the 
affairs of one's neighbors should be of absorbing 
interest. 

In three of the villages — Amana, Homestead, 
and Middle Amana — there are licensed pharmacies. 
The quantity of drugs prepared for the outside 
market is not large, as no effort has ever been made 
to build up a drug trade. As a rule only special 
orders are filled. Some physicians of the State 
prefer to get their supplies here rather than to send 
farther east for them. Moreover it is interesting 
' to note that the Inspirationists were the first people 
^^ west of Chicago to begin the manufacture of pepsin, 
and their manufacture is still considered one of the 
best in the market. The old apothecary, a typical 
gentleman of the old school to whom is due in a large 
measure the excellent reputation of the Amana phar- 
macies, still works assiduously in his laboratory, 
where all unconsciously amid his quaint surround- 
ings he presents a picture which one longs to be able 
to transfer to canvas. ^^^ 
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It is the aim of the Community to produce and 
make as far as practicable everything that is needed 
by its members, not alone for the better grade of 
goods thus obtained but for the independence from 
the outside world thus secured. And so, in addition 
to the industries mentioned above, each village has 
its shoemaker, tailor, tinner, harness-maker, and 
even its watchmaker — ^f or one finds that watches and 
clocks are classed as necessities in Amana. These 
tradesmen as a rule do not devote their entire time 
to their occupations, but only make and repair what 
is needed in their line by the people of the village. 
During the busy season they are called to the factory 
or the field as circumstances demand. 

There is in each village a slaughter-house, a 
piggery, and a huge power saw for the cutting of 
fire-wood; while beneath the meeting-house there is 
a great wine-cellar in which the village supply of 
wine is stored. In one of the villages there is a 
soap-boiling factory. These with the dairy, the 
bakery, and the extensive Amana gardens suggest 
how completely the Community is supplied with all 
the wants of daily life. 

In the early days the Amana Society operated 
its own breweries for the manufacture of beer for 
home consumption. But believing thoroughly in the 
reign of law the Community promptly shut down its 
breweries with the passage of the prohibitory law 
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in 1884. Since the enactment of the mulct law this 
industry has not been revived; bnt wine in generous 
quantities for home consumption is still made. The 
output when ready for use is measured with (German 
accuracy and precision and apportioned with that 
same ** justice and equity'^ which pervade the 
Amana system in all its ramifications. 

Owing to the recent winter-killing of some of 
the vineyards the output of wine is at present smaller 
than usual, but still averages some twelve gallons 
annually for each adult male and half that quantity 
for each adult female. Boys over fourteen years 
of age who are taking part in the village work, par- 
ticularly in the fields, likewise receive their propor- 
tionate share. A ** wine-keeper^^ (often an Elder) 
has charge of the village supply ; and each member 
is furnished with a wine ticket, the punching of 
which, together with the keeper's record, precludes 
the possibility of an overdraft. 

The Community raises its own tobacco and 
makes its own cigars. There seems never to have 
been in the Amana Community the prejudice against 
the '*vile weed*' that is found in some other (Ger- 
man communistic settlements — particularly among 
the members of the Zoar Society and the Bappites 
at Harmony. There is, however, a strong sentiment 
against the abuse of the wine privilege. ^^^ 
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It is not the Inspirationist's way to take his 

« allotted labor as an aflSiction. He labors cheerfully 
and indnstrionsly but not exhaustively; for of this 
there is no need. He works less rapidly than his 
brother in the world; but he lives longer. Some 
years ago the grain elevator in one of the villages 
was destroyed by fire; and owing to the season 
enough members of the Community could not be 
spared from their routine work to rebuild it. Ac- 
cordingly a contractor from a neighboring city was 
engaged for the work, with the xmderstanding that 
the available Amana masons should be employed 
by him and paid on the same terms as his own men. 
In the course of a few days it was very evident that 

* the Amana masons could not keep up with the 
masons of the world; and so the fair-minded super- 
intending Elder agreed that the Community work- 
men should be paid only in proportion to the work 
actually done. With this stimulus the Inspiration- 
ists set to work with a will; but while their work 
was unquestionably well done, the average amount 

. accomplished and paid for was only two-thirds that 
of the masons from the city who had learned to 
labor under the influence of competition. , 

An unmistakable atmosphere of industry per- 

' vades the Community ; but the elements of hurry and 
worry have largely been eliminated. To the out- 
sider, escaping for a few days from the high pres- 
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sure of the business world, Amana's **ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace/' 

The personal or proprietary interest of each 
man in his work is apparent everywhere. There is 
nothing mechanical in the work of the factory oper- 
ative. He handles his machine as if it were a thing 
alive and qnite capable of responding to his loving 
ministrations. Indeed, the amount of ingenuity, 
inventive skill, and general business talent devel- 
oped by the Amana industrial system is a telling 
argument in its favor. The industrial training of 
the yoxmg Inspirationist, covering as it does a varie- 
ty of trades, increases his dexterity and broadens 
his faculties to a degree not foxmd in his fellow 
tradesmen of the world. 

With all of its conservatism in manners, cus- 
toms, and religious observances, the Community of 
True Inspiration keeps pace with the times in the 
matter of business methods. The latest inventions, 
the newest improvements in machinery, in truth 
anything that is designed in any way to facilitate 
work, are promptly tested. And all changes in 
modes of conducting commercial affairs are eagerly 
watched and gladly adopted. ^^ Economically con- 
sidered there seems to be no immediate danger that 
the Community of True Inspiration will decline. 
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VII 
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 

If it is true that a man's education and training 
should begin some two hundred years before he is 
bom, and that, as the founder of the Oneida Society 
declared, ^^men and women need to be trained to 
live contentedly in a community'', then surely the 
younger members of the Community of True Inspi- 
ration are well fitted for the great responsibilities 
which will come to them when the men of strong 
hands and strong minds who have so successfully 
guided the affairs of the Community have passed 
away. For the special education and training of 
the Inspirationists began, in truth, in Wurttemberg 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century, xmder 
the guidance of those ^ ^heroes of faith", Eberhard 
Ludwig Gruber and Johann Friedrich Bock; and 
the chief aim has always been the preparation of 
the youth for membership in the Community. 

The Mrst Brethren, those who have formulated 
and determined the Weltanschauung of the Com- 
munity through the many years of its inspiring his- 
tory, have been men of intellectual capacity who 
have fully understood the importance of bending the 
young twig in a manner that would insure the proper 
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inclination of the full grown tree. And so they have 
made the preservation of the pristine earnestness 
and religious zeal of the Urgrossdtern the mission 
of the Conmiunity school. Naturally the text-book 
has been of minor consideration, where learning has 
always been of less account than piety. **What 
our youth need more than study '^ says the Kinder- 
lehrefj **is to learn to live holy lives, to learn God's 
commandments out of the Bible, to learn submission 
to His will, and to love Him.'* 

The philosophy of the Community school and 
the fxmdamental principles in the ethical training 
of the children of Amana are set forth most clearly 
in the Kinder-Stimme, which is a ** brief guidance 
for children and those of child-like heart to the most 
commendable practice of virtue, and to their duties 
toward Gk)d, their superiors, their fellow members 
and towards themselves.'' This littie volume was 
published originally in 1717 xmder the inspiring in- 
fluence of Bock and Gruber. 

To inculcate the precious doctrines of the 
Kinder-Stimme in the minds and hearts of their 
children, separate schools were established by the 
Urgrosseltem against the protest of the Lutheran 
clergy. And gladly did the Urgrosseltern suffer 
the fines and imprisonment that followed, feeling 
that they had ''through God's grace recognized and 
found something better" and had planted the spirit- 
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ual seed that would in time bring forth a harvest 
acceptable to the heavenly gardener. Five times 
since that ''dark and gloomy period'' the little 
Kinder-Stimme has been reprinted; and it is still 
used to guide the budding Inspirationist into ^'the 
ways of humility and simplicity*' and to inspire 
him with that profound respect for authority and 
unquestioning obedience to superiors which have 
always been taught as fundamental principles in the 
Community of True Inspiration. Some of the 
** orders and regulations" of the Kinder-Stimme 
read as follows : 

Ever pray for a truly repentant, aubnussive, and 
humble heart. 

Implore Ood in all earnestness to shatter in you stub- 
bornness, self-will, and self-love. 

Let not Satan undermine your earnestness through 
indolence, laziness, and drowsiness. 

Do not seek your desires and ambitions in great knowl- 
edge and understanding, but rather in self -negation and 
self-deniaL 

Let the fear of Qod fill your tender hearts, and do 
not offend him through your sinful self-willed deeds, nor 
offend him in your superiors. 

Do not elevate yourself because of a few good deeds, 
for thereby you rob Gk)d of the honor. 

If you feel a divine impulse in your soul to seek 
quiet seclusion and meditaticm for intercourse with God 
in prayer, by all means do not disregard it. For the gate 
of Love then stands open for you. 
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When 70a have sinned or misused the grace of Qod, 
behave not like wicked children who avoid the punishment, 
flee continually from the presence of their father, and so 
make the approach in the end (miy the more di£Bcult; 
but come voluntarily and submit to the correction of your 
heavenly Father. Ckmfess to Him your evil deed and 
excuse it in no wise. Ascribe to yourself the greatest 
blame, nay all the blame, and pray for mercy and patience. 
And thus do also with your earthly parents and persevere 
in watchfulness over yourself. 

Direct your ^es ever and only upon Jesus, your be- 
ginning, aim, and goaL 

Ouard yourself against the misuse of the name of 
God or of Jesus. Do not use either in vain or from habit. 

Accustom yourself to be silent and let your heart 
speak more than your tongue, that is to say, with God. 

If you fed dislike toit prayer, watching, and beseech- 
ing, make simple plaint to your heavenly Father. And 
speak of it indeed also with others, particularly with your 
superiors, that they may help you with their good advice. 

Choose with purpose whatever serves to break your 
will, or for your humiliaticm. What serves for the morti- 
fication and annihilation of your old self choose. For 
whatsoever inflicts pain ui>on self-love brings true well- 
being to the spirit The cross brings salvaticm. Remember! 

Pray that Gk)d may teach you the true art of dying. 
Without daily dying, self-negaticm, renunciati(m, and the 
mortification of your old being you can never obtain the 
true life. 

See to it that you practice an entirely voluntary obedi- 
ence and submission to the superiors set over you by God 
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in all things, if their commands are not plainly contrary 
to God and yonr conscience. 

Let no grumbling, disrespect, or opposition towards 
the orders and regolations of your superiors arise in you 
or, worse still, become permanent or break forth in words 
or deeds. 

Do not regard the shortcomings of your superiors, 
if they have any; nor seek to shield yourself through 
them and do not allow any disresi>ect toward them to 
arise in you, look rather upon yourself and into your 
own heart, there you will find enough to condemn. Tear 
out the knavish eye that seeks to see evil in others. 
N Think always better of others than of yourself. 

When you are punished or reprimanded because of 
your faults, do not excuse your wrong-doing since this 
makes the matter only worse before Ood and your su- 
periors. Come forth, confess your sin openly, accuse your- 
self, and ask sincerely for forgiveness but not for exemption 
from punishment; receive the latter readily and willingly 
and let it serve for your humiliation and betterment. Thus 
you gain the love of your superiors. 

Do not esteem yourself wise. Suppress your supposed 
wit and cleverness, and obey the counsel of your superiors 
without reasoning. 

Gladly give up your plans, and submit to the advice 
of others. That will not be harmful, but on the contrary 
beneficial for you. 

If you, without the knowledge of your superiors, have 
committed offence against them or otherwise, be not 
ashamed to accuse yourself of it. It will be of great 
benefit to you and will despoil the Enemy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 195 

Conceal and cloak nothing of your faults. Tbe re- 
vealing of the Enemy indeed weakens his strength. 

If you or your works are treated with disregard or 
contempt, though they be blameless in your own eye, let 
it produce no bitterness in you. It is but a test of your 
humility and patience. 

Learn to take willingly from one another admonition 
and punishment, and let no one think himself better than 
the others, for you all are dust and shall again become 
dust and the food for worms. 

Avoid useless words for they deprive you of the 
strength of the soul. 

Flee from wicked, talkative, boastful and vain com- 
pany, for you are infected and spoiled by it. 

Seek and love seclusion, concealment, and separation^ 

Let no one envy the other because of superior talents 
or because he seems to be more pleasing to the superiors. 

Let every one seek to be most humble. Flee ambition 
and exaltaticm of one over another. 

The smaller you are in your own eyes the better can 
the grace of Qoi reveal itself in you. 

Let the thought of how you may die in Christ be 
often the subject of your meditation. Remember that your 
time is short and that you do not know when your time 
to die is going to come. Therefore make the best use of 
the time in season. 

Guard against mental and physical idleness as a state 
in which the Enemy is able and likely to overpower you 
most easily. 

Do not love the world and do not follow the customs 
of the world. Do not love beauty nor daintiness of dress, 
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much less boast in them. For what are yout A vile 
maggot. 

Do not adorn yourself in dress for Inxoiy's sake as a 
feast for the ^es or to please yourself and others, bat 
only for necessity's sake. What you seek and use beyond 
necessity is sin. 

Take care however that you wash and cleanse your 
spiritual dress in the blood of the Lamb. 

Let your words be few and, together with your man- 
ners, not overbearing and impertinent but chaste and 
modest. 

Do not accustom yourself to a proud bearing. Keep 
your eyes under control. Perform your physical work 
actively, quickly, industriously, and carefully. 

Be not concerned with what is neither ccnmnanded to 
you nor your duty, and be not forward. Whatever you 
do perform it with sincere prayer. 

Be moderate in food and drink. Remember that nature 
is satisfied with small and plain fare. Give to the body 
what it requires, but see to it that under the form of 
necessity no superfluity be concealed. Therefore bridle 
your uncontrolled appetite. 

Seek all your joy and desire in God, and not in the 
objects of His creation. Ever bear in mind the purpose 
for which they are given to you, namely, to use them for 
your wants and to the praise of Qoi. 

Mortify the body that it may be subject to the spirit 
Care for the needs of your souls. 

Keep your body in proper manner and cleanliness. 

Shun much sleep. Do not sleep rmidily when in good 
health in the day time. Battle against indolona oC body 
and soul. Love watchfulness. 
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Let not the sun set upon your anger and enmity. 
Strive that you may have a conciliatory heart for those 
who offend yon. 

Learn to do what you practice in the performaMe 
of your virtuous duties as easily and freely as you e^t and 
drink and breathe. 

Before you go to bed at night go over iSbe account 
of the day between yourself and Ood and .£ligently scru- 
tinize your heart. See whether you hftve lived as you 
are commanded to live or as you pj^ged yourself to live 
in the morning. If you find jFOur conduct unfaithful, 
repent of it sincerely and pny for mercy. 

When you have maiie to the Lord your simple evening 
sacrifice, let nothing farther enter your thought and mind. 
Oo to bed and submerge yourself in the peace of Ood 
and the womds of Jesus, and thus go to sleep. Then the 
Enemy ivHI have no power to torment you with dreams 
nod ^ctures of fancy. And whenever you awake at oii^t, 
lift your heart at once to God. 

Finally in all that you do let your heart be lifted up 
to the Lord and refer everything to yo«r heart mt pious 
meditation. 

a. When you undress, pra^ to tbe Lord that he may 
free you from the tatters itf sin. 

b. When you diMS, pogr for the garb of salvaticm 
and the purple gament ^ Christ. 

c. Wbm. yo0 irash yourself, pray for the true cleans- 
ing tnmx an snd for sanctification in the blood of the 



d. When you use fire, pray for the kindling and aug- 
mentation of the fire of divine love in your souls. 
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e. When you behold the rays of the son penetrate 
the air, pray that the eternal son may tinge and adorn 
your heart, and that it may free you from all self -pride 
and superficiality. 

f . When you till the ground, pray to the heavenly 
gardener that He may prepare your spiritual garden for 
the right harvest, that He may turn your mind heaven- 
ward and away from all earthly thoughts. 

And so do with all objects of creation and you will 
thus find God in all things. Everything will then be a 
ladder and a guide to God for you. And finally take 
care lest your prayer and sacrifice become a mere habit. 

There is in the Community of True Inspiration 
to-day a school in each village which is conducted 
in the main like any other village school under the 
laws of the State ; for the Amana schools are public, 
not parochial, sharing in the school-fund of the 
State. Strictly speaking the Amana schools belong 
to the regular school system of the county in which 
the Community is located. But it happens that the 
whole of Amana Township is owned by the Society. 
Like other townships this particular township is 
divided into independent school districts with a 
schoolhouse in each of the seven villages. Thus 
the Amana Society in fact levies its own school tax, 
builds its .own schoolhouses, chooses its own direct- 
ors, and employs its own teachers. The teachers 
are of course members of the Community; but they 
attend the county institute along with their fellow 
teachers of the county. 
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To guide and train the Amana yonth in the 
''so important ways of God'' requires unflagging 
energy; and so the Amana school has no vacation. 
Between the ages of five and fourteen the Amana 
boy and girl attend school six days in the week and' 
fifty-two weeks in the year. *^ The sessions of the 
school open early and dose late; for when mothers, 
grandmothers, and grown sisters are busy in the 
kitchen or in the garden during the greater part of 
the day, some provision must be made for the proper 
training of the children in their absence. To those 
accustomed to the short hours and long vacations 
of the modem public school, the young Inspiration- 
ist's hours, his rigorous religious training, and his 
long school year seem rather strenuous. We are, 
therefore, somewhat surprised to find in the Amana 
school the merriest, most contented group of little 
folks that ever spelled in concert or did sums in duet 

The school yard is a veritable Q^rman Kinder- 
garten with plenty of green grass, big shade-trees, 
enticing grape-arbors, and a profusion of flower- 
beds. With modifications less individualistic and 
more in harmony with the communism of the Com- 
munity, FroebePs idea that every child should learn 
to cultivate a plot of ground is a principle of the 
Amana school; for all of the school gardens are 
planted and cared for by the children under proi)er 
guidance. Here each little Inspirationist takes his 
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turn at sowing seed and hoeing weeds, in watering 
the flowers and cutting the grass. 

The pleasure that these school children take in 
their surroundings fills the visitor with wonder. The 
little Inspirationist with scarcely English enough 
to make himself understood will timidly call the 
attention of the visitor to the catbirds in the lilac 
bush, to the apple orchard in full bloom, or to the 
beautiful view from the schoolroom window. A love 
of Nature in all of her varying moods is a marked 
characteristic of the Inspirationist. Indeed, this is 
the one aesthetic side of his nature that seems not 
to have been repressed as **a vanity'* in the past 
six generations. 

The first floor of the schoolhouse is devoted to 
school purposes. The second floor is the home of 
the schoolmaster and his family, if he is married; 
or it may be the dwelling-place of the spinster knit- 
ting teachers. For it is the aim of the Community 
''to have things handy.'' And so the pharmacist 
and the doctor live above or near the drug jstore; 
and the kitchen superintendent lives ia &e upper 
story of the kitchen-house. 13m women who care 
for the church and Hm flmrroundings live in the 
building. Tim members take their meals at the 
aa ttregt kitchen and attend prayer-meeting at the 
nearest meeting-house. 
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The school opens with the singing of a psalm 
followed by prayer offered in the manner of the 
Commnnity — the teacher and the children falling 
on their knees and each in turn repeating a suppli- 
catory verse. Then one of the older pnpils rei)eats 
the Glauhen slowly, distinctly, and impressively, to 
which the teacher responds with the Lord's Prayer. 

What would otherwise seem like a long tiresome 
daily session in the Amana school is broken up into 
three parts: (1) the LehrschtUe, when all the 
common branches are tanght; (2) the Spielstimde, 
or hour of play, when the children play their quaint 
little German games; and (3) the Arbeit sschtUe, 
when manual training and the trades are taught It 
is in the Arheitsschule that, during the winter-time, 
the younger boys and girls are taught to knit and 
crochet Here the stranger is amazed to learn that 
five year old Minchen is knitting her second pair 
of stockings, and that little Wilhelm, brim full of 
mischief, is knitting his father's hose. 

Each child has for his yams and needles a stout 
round basket which is stored away '^between times'' 
in enclosed shelves in the Arheitsschule. These 
baskets of domestic manufacture are as near alike 
as the hats of Amishmen ; and with the same inex- 
plainable accuracy with which the Amishman picks 
out his head-gear the little Inspirationist finds his 
basket 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



202 COMMUNITY OP TRUE INSPIRATION 

Just before the knitting lesson is given a lunch 
of bread and butter is served by the older girls to 
the children in the knitting-room. During the knit- 
ting lesson the older boys, who have in their turn 
helped to knit the family stockings, usually go to 
the different shops and factories for instruction in 
the trades ; while the older girls clean up the school- 
house and help in the knitting department. 

While the **big'* boys are learning a trade and 
the ** little*' boys are learning to knit, the '* middle- 
sized *' boys under the superintendence of the school- 
teacher hoe thistles in the spring-time and work in 
the orchards during the summer. Sometimes in the 
late fall, when the apples and grapes are to be gath- 
ered and "many hands are needed'*, school work 
is suspended for a week or ten days and all the 
children who are large enough help to gamer the 
harvest. Thus the Inspirationist learns, along with 
his catechism and his ah, hay, tsay, the habit of 
regular and patient industry, of occupying himself 
* ' with serious work. ' ' While the Community values 
education, it lays special stress on that which makes 
most strongly for good character and fits for the 
useful activities of life. 

The atmosphere about the Amana school is more 
like that of a large household than of the ordinary 
school. The perfect equality maintained has elim- 
inated that shrinking timidity so common among 
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small children. It is seldom that one sees a group 
of children so nniformly well-mannered, pleasant- 
spoken, and courteous. Each child has the air of 
being a member of a great family ; and a visitor at 
the school is the guest of every boy and girl present, 
as well as of the teacher. If he chances to arrive 
for the first time during the Spielstunde, he may 
be somewhat bewildered by the array of little hands 
extended in welcome; but he soon learns that the 
parting guest is speeded in the same cordial manner 
— the little ones reaching under and the big ones 
reaching over the middle-sized ones in an effort to 
shake hands. If recitations are in progress, the 
friendly chorus of goodbyes follows the depart- 
ing visitor, making him decide at once to come again. 

School discipline as a burden is reduced to a 
minimum. When it is remembered that this Com- 
munity of men and women have for generations 
maintained the same high standards of living and 
of thinking it is easy to understand why the school 
children of to-day are so well-mannered and obe- 
dient. There are to be sure some mischievous boys 
and giggling girls ; but such types as make our city 
teachers grow old before their time are wholly want- 
ing. No Amana boy or girl has ever been sent to 
the State Industrial Schools. 

Absolute faith in the wisdom and integrity of 
fheir leaders and an almost military obedience to 
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their commands are and always have been taught as 
fundamental in the Oommunity of Tme Inspiration ; 
and so the schoobnaster is a man of great authority 
in his little world — and this is as it should be, for 
his responsibility is a grave one. With him rests 
not only the elementary education of the child in 
obedience and good habits, but to a large degree the 
spiritual guidance of the youth is in his hands. 

Formerly the schoolmasters were appointed by 
Inspiration for their ^'gracious calling/' In the 
Jahrbuch for 1878 there is recorded a testimony, 
given for the benefit of a Brother whom the Great 
Council of the Brethren and Sister Barbara Heine- 
mann had chosen for schoolmaster, but who pleaded 
his inexperience. ''Thou shalf, reads the testimony, 
''receive this grave and gracious calling with rever- 
ence though thou dost deem thyself unworthy and 
unable. This is as it should be; for then the Lord 
can be teacher and reformer within thee, and thou 
canst therefore render Him good service.'* 

Where the villages are large enough to admit 
of such an arrangement, the work in the Lehrschule 
is divided into three grades, each of which is pre- 
sided over by its own schoolmaster. The teachers 
in the Lehrschvle are all men; but there are women 
among the "working teachers'' in the Arheit$$chule. 
In the smaller villages there is but one schoolmaster 
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who is usually assisted in the primary work by one 
of the older girls who is about to graduate. 

Most of the teachers in the Oommunity are old 
men — men who have devoted a lifetime to the train- 
ing of Amana's youth. Some of them have taught 
so long that their pupils to-day are for the most 
part the children and even the grandchildren of 
their former pupils. There is thus established a re- 
lationship between teacher and pupil of which the 
world with its rapid changes and eager desire for 
**new blood'* knows nothing. The white-haired 
schoolmaster of the Oommunity remembers that 
Hans' father was a little rascal in school, but he 
turned out all right; and so mischievous Hans in 
consequence often escapes a '^ ruling.'' Minchen 
is like her mother, very conscientious, but a little 
slow; so Minchen is helped over the hard places. 
If ever there was a school where the ^^do-leams" 
had a proud and appreciative teacher, the ^'can't- 
leams" a kind and sympathetic helper, and the 
*'won't-leams" a firm and upright judge who never 
runs the risk of spoiling the child by sparing the 
rod, it is in the Community of True Inspiration. 

Much of the reciting in school is done in concert. 
In the '^ primer class" the pupils spell and pronounce 
long columns of words. They accent with some 
vigor the first letter, and take just enough time be- 
tween words to catch breath while the schoolmaster 
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beats time on his desk with a ruler. The result is a 
pretty little chant in perfect time and tune. 

The ''Johnny-book^' method of spelling may 
be more modem, but it lacks aesthetically the charm 
of the tay-hah-ee-ay-air — thier; tay-ee-esS'tsay-hah- 
ay — tische of the Amana ** primer class.'' To one 
who has listened in passing to that chant as it floats 
out of the vine-covered school window, reciting in 
concert will always recall the Amana primary room 
with its sanded floor and its long well-scrubbed 
benches, a row of tiny lassies in severe black caps 
on one side, and a row of embryo Inspirationists in 
blue over-alls on the other, each with a huge flannel- 
bound slate with a sponge suspended by a string — 
for which latter in true child fashion the sleeve or 
apron is substituted in an emergency. 

Since ''it is in the play-day of childhood that 
social sympathy, a social sense, and a social habit 
are evolved'', one is impressed with the fact that 
the Spielstunde is as essential a part of the training 
of the future Inspirationists as the Arbeitsschule. 
As a rule the boys have their own games and the 
girls theirs. They are constantly admonished to 
"take no pleasure in boisterousness and immodest 
plays"; and the exclusive games — those enjoyed 
only by a few — make way for those in which every 
one can take part. Most of the games are of the 
"all-hands-round" type, accompanied by rhymes of 
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ten, twelve, and fifteen complicated verses which 
the children in the inexplicable manner of childhood 
repeat without a slip. Their favorite rhymes are 
(as they probably have ever been with the children 
of all tongues) those that require acting out. 

With the sustained enthusiasm of childhood 
they chant for the hundredth time: 

Armes Haslein, bist du krank 
Dass du nicht mehr hiipfen kannstt 

Then there are of course the games in which 

are acted out the daily vocations, as in the following : 

Maulbeerbaum, Maulbeerbaum 
Wir tanzen um den Maulbeerbaum 

Des Morgens m der Friihe 
Dann ziehen wir die Striimpfe an 

Des Morgens in der Friihe. 

And when the stranger has listened to verses 
enough to don each bit of wearing apparel separate- 
ly, to wash faces and comb hair, to laugh and to 
weep, to go to school and home again, he feels that 
the day of perpetual motion is near at hand. 

Some of the Amana games are adaptations from 
the English; but the majority of them were brought 
from the Fatherland, and with their picturesque 
setting still retain the inimitable charm of the old 
German folk songs. Some of them, as Sieben Jahr, 
sound the same mystic note of the seventeenth cen- 
tury that is found in the Jahrhiicher. 
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The Great Council of the Brethren has general 
supervision over the Community schools; but each 
schoolmaster, as a rule, is free to follow his own 
particular methods. The instruction for beginners 
is very naturally wholly in German, and is confined 
rather closely to the orthodox ^'Beadin, Bitin, and 
Bithmetic'', with a seasoning of prayer and cate- 
chism. In the more advanced classes instruction in 
English and German go hand in hand. The English 
texts of the United States History, Physiology, and 
(Geography are translated into the German; and the 
German texts of other branches are translated into 
the English paragraph by paragraph. 

There is the same variety of branches taught 
that we find in the Grammar School of the world, 
with daily Bible readings and catechism. At defi- 
nite times during the week the schoolmaster devotes 
an hour to the history of the Community, to review- 
ing the lives of their spiritual leaders, to recounting 
the suffering and devotion of the Urgrosseltern^ and 
to impressing upon the youth the solemn obligation 
of fitting themselves to take their places in the Com- 
munity and to carry on the work '^according to the 
holy command of the Most High." 

The methods of the Amana schools may not be 
modem. But let us not forget that it is **by their 
fruits ye shall know them.'' 
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At the end of the school catechism there are 
' **Sixty-Six Enles for the Conduct of Children'' cov- 
ering all the relations of life; and in the knowledge 
of these it is the aim of the schoolmaster to have 
his pupils well grounded. Herein are set forth in 
considerable detail and with great plainness of 
. speech piety, orderly habits, obedience, truthfulness, 
cheerfulness, discretion, industry, politeness, clean- 
liness, and in general all ''that is pleasing to the 
Lord/' To live up to these rules of conduct are the 
first steps towards salvation. The following are 
some of the more essential: 

Let your first thoughts be directed to Qod after the 
example of David who said: ''How precious also are 
iby thoughts nnto me, OodI how great is the smn of 
them ! If I should count ttiem^ they are more in number 
than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee"; and 
''Because thou hast been my help therefore in the shadow 
of thy wings will I rejoice.*' {Psahns^ 139:17, 18; and 
Psalms, 63:7) 

Instead of useless chatting with others endeavor to 
have good thoughts while you dress yourself. Remember 
the garment of justice of Jesus Christ and its innocence, 
and make the resolution not to stain it that day through 
any intentional sin. 

Be quiet while at the table, unless you are asked a 
question ; the prattling of children while eating is a grave 
lack of manners. 

Pray before you fall asleep once more to your Father 
in heaven and direct your heart to Him without distracting 
thoughts, thai remain quiet until you go to sleep. 
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If you awake during the night do not pursue idle 
thoughts but think of the Lord and His omnipresence. 

When you come to school sit down quietly at your 
place and be mindful of the presence of God. 

When the prayer is said, pray aloud and devoutly; 
when singing do not seek to drown the others. When 
studying the word of Grod be quiet and reverential and 
do not forget that it is Qod who speaks with you. 

If you are punished for your misbehavior, do not 
show yourself resistant or impatient either through words 
or gestures, but let it be for your betterment. 

If you have not been asked, remain quiet and do not 
help others because this works only harm to them. 

Show yourself kind and peaceable towards your f dlow 
pupils, do not kick them, or make them dirty with your 
shoes or in some other manner; call them no bad names, 
and behave yourself always towards them as you wish that 
they should behave towards you. 

When going home avoid all noise and jumping, and 
walk quietly and mannerly. 

Go quietly and with collected mind to the meeting, 
sit down at your place, and let the fear of the presaice 
of the Lord fill your heart. 

Let your eyes not wander about, but turn your heart 
and your mind to the Lord. If you are overcome with 
sleep struggle against it and arise. 

On your way home avoid everything unmannerly, all 
prattling and standing about. 

Think wherever you are that the Lord your God is 
present and resolve that you will strive against all sin 
and misbehavior. 
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In the winter-time do not go on the ice, do not throw 
snow balls at others, and do not go sliding with wicked 
boys. 

Take no pleasure in boisterousness and immodest plays ; 
do not stand at the road when people quarrel or fight or 
do other knavery; never associate at all with licentious 
boys, for there you learn only wickedness; refrain also 
from playing with children of the opposite sex. 

Be polite and friendly towards everybody, and let 
this be from genuine love of Qod and your fellow men, 
not from mere habit. 

Be never idle, but seek to occupy yourself more and 
more with serious work, in order that rambling and pla3ring 
may cease at last entirely. 

If you come to someone who has money or the like 
lying on the table, do not approach closely and do not 
remain alone in the room. 

Do not listen at the doors, and close them g^itly 
when entering or leaving the room. 

Be polite also towards strangers who come into the 
house. 

Avoid boisterous laughing and resentful weeping on 
all possible occasions, because both these are foolish. Re- 
joice never over the misfortune of others, for this greatly 
displeases the Lord and is always punished. 

If you have made a promise so keep it, and beware 
of untruthfulness and lies. 

Let whatever good or mannerly you see in other Chris- 
tian persons be an example to you. 

Twice each year there are *' solemn religious 
meetings'' intended to ascertain and promote the 
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spiritual condition of the children. These meetings 
are conducted by one or two of the First Brethren 
^'who are endowed with much grace, insight, and 
discrimination." The first meeting is the Kinder- 
lehrcy and consists in the main of an impressive 
review of the fundamental doctrines of the Com- 
munity and of the supreme importance of keeping 
the faith. The second meeting is the Kinder-TJnter- 
redunQj which is the children's part of the yearly 
rigorous spiritual examination of the entire Com- 
munity. *'It is my profound belief", said one of 
the Community schoolmasters recently (one who has 
himself grown gray in his lifelong effort to bring 
it to pass) '^that no other children on the whole 
earth are more richly instructed in religion than 
ours." 

There are special songs for the children in the 
Kinder-Stimme for each church festival of the year 
— songs for Ascension Day, Christmas, and New 
Years, for the Resurrection, Renewing the Covenant, 
and for Harvest Time — each with its admonition 
or appeal to ** learn early to pay heed to the inner 
voice", to *'pray for true childlike obedience", **to 
love the ways of humility" and ** drink the bitter 
cup of dying", and *'to make use fully of your 
time." Every anniversary, every important hap- 
pening, is one more precious opportunity of pointing 
a moral. 
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Graduation from the Community schools takes 
place twice a year. Formerly both of these cere- 
monies were rather elaborate. All of the graduates, 
all of the teachers, and the entire Great Council of 
fhe Brethren congregated in one village for the im- 
pressive exercises. But the First Brethren are 
growing too old to go about in wind and weather; 
and so in the graduation exercises, as in all other 
activities, the Community has adjusted itself to the 
advancing age of its '^experienceful*' leaders. In 
the autumn when the weather permits, there is a 
general ceremony in Amana ; but in the spring when 
the weather is more uncertain more simple exercises 
are held in each settiement, presided over by those 
members of the Great Council who can attend with 
the least inconvenience to themselves. 

The graduation exercises take place in the 
school-room, and are opened by a song from the 
Kinder-Stimme. All the children then kneel while 
a member of the Great Council pronounces a 
jpnyer. The First Brethren then proceed with 
the examination, beginning with the Catechism 
and then reviewing the history, significance, pur- 
poses, and solemn obligations of the members of the 
Community. The spiritual examination is followed 
by an examination in all branches, the questioning in 
this case being led by the teacher in charge. 
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At the dose of the examination some one asks 
a blessing, the children sing a psalm, and all 
noiselessly file ont of the room except the can- 
didates for graduation, who come forward and 
occupy a row of chairs in front of the Elders. After 
a moment of silent meditation one of the Brothers 
offers up a petition for the proper goidance of these 
children to whom so soon is to be entrusted the deep 
responsibility of guiding the affairs of the Commun- 
ity. Another Brother follows with a brief address 
to the graduates, chiding each (in all kindness) for 
his shortcomings and impressing upon all the im- 
portance of the step they are taking and the solemn 
obligations it involves. Each of the young people 
in turn then arises and reads his graduation essay 
which is a simple child-like review of his school life, 
of his faults, of his aspirations, and of his future 
intentions as a member of the Community. 

The whole exercise is, in the words of the school- 
master, **a ceremonious solemnity'*, so awe-inspir- 
ing that the graduates are sometimes seized with 
stage fright and are obliged to stand while the kind 
old schoolmaster reads the essay. After all of the 
essays have been read, the presiding Brother pro- 
nounces a benediction and a blessing, and the school 
days of the little group are over — except of course 
for the occasional lad who for '^ character and ca- 
pacity'* is chosen by the Great Council to be a 
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pharmacist or a doctor in the Community. These 
receive their professional training in due time at 
The State University of Iowa. 

The following is a translation of one of the 
more recent graduation essays: 

As the tune has arrived that I am to leave school, 
I write m looking back upon my life in school the following : 

I was bom at Homestead on February 25, in the year 
1891. At the age of five I began to attend the school 
in which Brother A B is the teacher. I re- 
ceived instruction in reading, arithmetic, writing, drawing, 
grammar, geography, physiology and history of the United 
States. I also was instructed in the word of Gtod, in cate- 
chism, biblical history, and also in singing and reading 
of the songs in the children's hymn book. 

Our teacher took great pains with us, and besides the 
work of instruction he always found time to read to us 
a beautiful story or to tell us something interesting and 
instructive. After the hours of instruction we went to 

the knitting school which was conducted by Sister C 

D . In the knitting school we were taught besides 

knitting, also sewing and embroidery. I owe great than^ 
to my teachers for the many good and useful things they 
have taught me and for the patience they have had with 
me. The recollection of my school years will ever be a 
pleasant memory to me, marred only by the knowledge 
that my conduct has not always been as faultless as it 
should have been and that I often caused my teachers grief 
through my disobedience and lack of attention. I deeply 
regret it and ask their forgiveness from the bottom of my 
heart. I am now leaving school with the sincere desire to 
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become a faithful member of the Commimity and to do 
what I am biddai. 

Your grateful pupil, 

E P . 

**I have chosen the trade of locksmith for my 
calling^', writes a boy graduate of the same year. 
**It is furthermore my desire, and may Gk)d help 
me to this end, that I may become a faithful and 
obedient member of the Community and that I may 
ever remain such/' 

The solenm and impressive graduation exer- 
cises are a sort of preparation for the BundesschHes- 
sung (Renewing of the Covenant) in which they are 
allowed to take part for the first time between the 
ages of fifteen and sixteen. Indeed, their nine 
long years of school life may be regarded as a special 
preparation for and as cnlminating in this event, 
when for the first time the children openly conse- 
crate themselves to the work of the Lord. 

The Bundesschliessung is, to quote again the 
naive Amana phrase, the most important ** ceremo- 
nious solemnity ' ' of the year. In it every member of 
the Community and every boy and girl fifteen years 
of age or more takes part. The time and place of 
holding this meeting was formerly divinely appoint- 
ed through the Werlcz^i^g\ but it is recorded that 
in 1863 '^^when the annual common Thanksgiving-day 
of the land came aronnd the Lord gave directun 
through His word that henceforth this day iiMiiId 
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be annually observed solemnly in the Commnnities 
as a day of Covenant'' which has been and is still 
observed. 

At this meeting, after the usual song and silent 
prayer, two chapters of the books of Moses are read 
— particularly the words of the Covenant which the 
Lord commanded Moses to make with the children 
of Israel. There is an exhortation by the Head 
Elder on the majesty of the Lord, the great mercies 
promised unto the repentant, and the curses which 
shall come upon those who disobey His command- 
ments. This exhortation is concluded by the most 
earnest appeal to every member of the Community 
(particularly the young people who find so much 
in the present day to draw their thoughts away from 
the things that are of the Lord) to hearken unto the 
voice of the Lord, to walk in His ways, and to keep 
His commandments and His statutes and His judg- 
ments. 

At the close of this address, the Elders pass in 
turn to the Head Elder who gives them a solenm 
shake of the hand, signifying thereby their renewed 
allegiance to the work of the Lord. Formerly the 
WerTczeug while under the influence of Inspiration 
administered the hand-shake and pronounced upon 
each member a blessing. After all of the Elders 
have passed in solenm procession, the Brothers one 
by one according to age and spiritual rank come f or- 
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ward and similarly pledge their fidelity by a silent 
solemn hand-shake with the Head Elder and three 
or fonr of his most highly endowed assistants. 
When all of the Brothers, old and young, have taken 
part in this ceremony, the Sisters in the manner of 
the Brothers come forward according to their spir- 
itual standing and pledge themselves to '^ cleave unto 
the ways of the Lord that they may dwell in the land 
which the Lord sware unto their fathers/' At 
present in order that all may participate in this most 
important ceremony the Brothers take the pledge in 
the forenoon and the Sisters in the afternoon. 
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THE FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE OF TRUE 
INSPIRATION 

Although the Commumty of True Inspiration is 
nnique in its snccessfnl practice of commnnisniy the 
interesting and picturesque Amana of to-day is not 
primarily the outgrowth of a philosophy of economic 
life but essentially an expression of the religious 
enthusiasm of the Urgrosseltern. Indeed^ the his- 
tory^ the life^ and the institutions of the Community 
clearly reveal the fact that the real Amana is Amana 
the Church — Amana the Community of True In- 
spiration. 

The fundamental doctrine upon which the Com- 
munity is founded is that divine inspiration and 
revelation are just as real and potent to-day as in 
the time of Moses. The prophets that have arisen 
in their midst are to the Community but the fulfil- 
ment of the promise of the Old Testament to the 
children of Zion: ^'And it shall come to pass after- 
ward that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions." ^^' And so the Inspirationists 
feel and believe that every step in their own event- 
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ful history is evidence of the fact that **God is ever 
present in the world and will lead His people to-day 
as in olden times by the words of His Inspiration 
if they bnt listen to His voice/* 

Sincerely and most devoutly do these people 
believe that from the beginning of the **New Spirit- 
ual Economy** they have received in all spiritual 
matters, and in those temporal affairs which con- 
cerned their spiritual welfare, divine guidance 
through specially endowed individuals — Inspira- 
tionS'Werkzeuge. They believe that the beautiful 
Amana of to-day is simply the expression of the 
Lord*s will as revealed directly to them from time 
to time through the Werkzeuge. They believe they 
were commanded by **a decisive word of the Lord** 
to dwell together in the Fatherland, to come to 
America where they might 'Mive in peace and reli- 
gious liberty;** to adopt commxmism in the **new 
home in the wilderness**; to leave Ebenezer and 
move to Iowa; and there to buy land and establish 
factories in order that the brotherhood might be 
maintained in ^Hhe faith which has love and the 
bond of peace for its essence.** 

^'In all these important undertakings and 
changes, nay in the whole external and internal 
leadership of the Commxmity, the Werkzeug had to 
bear the bulk of the burden and care, since the Lord 
ordained and directed everything through him.** ^^ 
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During the lifetime of the Werkzeuge, wrongs and 
evils in the Community were revealed by Inspira- 
tion, new-comers were admitted to full membership, 
unworthy members expelled, spiritual leaders cho- 
sen, hymns dictated, and love-feasts commanded. 
Even the Werkzeuge were appointed and removed 
by **a decision through the word.'' For in the 
words of Christian Metz, ''the strong God can do 
and bring about whatsoever He will; what is re- 
quired in all weighty matters is complete submission 
to and faith in God/' "^ 
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THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF TEUE INSPIRATION 

When Eberhard Lndwig Gruber had identified 
himself with the Inspirationists early in the eight- 
eenth century and claimed that he was compelled 
by the Spirit of God to give utterance to His direct 
word, he was denounced by the Lutheran clergy as 
an *' instrument of the Devil." To this accusation 
Gruber replied after the manner of the (German 
Bef ormation with a pamphlet in which he gives the 
reasons whence he personally gets the assurance or 
conviction (Veherzeugung) of the divine nature of 
Inspiration. This pamphlet is of special interest 
since Gruber himself had ^^ struggled against the 
Spirit of Inspiration'* and had previously written 
much opposing it Gruber 's assurances or convic- 
tions as given in his Bericht von der Inspirations- 
8 ache are as follows : 

Because I have not light-headedly and without test 
and experience come to the approval of these things. 

Because the testimonies of the inspired persons, al- 
though being at first adverse to me, have not in the least 
troubled me, nor aroused and stirred my emotions, as cer- 
tainly would have happened to some extent if they had 
originated from a wicked and dark spirit. 
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Because I have thereby not been hindered in the usual 
quiet introspeetiye prayer granted to me by the mercy of 
God 

Because during such a deep and earnest self-ezam- 
ination all scruples and objections to this matter were 
without effort (m my part so completely removed and 
dispersed that not oae remained which irritated me or 
which I could not comprehend. 

Because such prayer, which was absolutely without 
prejudice in the matter, has again won for me the precious 
gift of tears, which had become almost unknown to me. 

Because the Spirit of Inspiration penetrated into and 
laid bare those things which occurred in the most hidden 
comers of my heart, so that no creature could know them; 
and because it [the Spirit of Inspiration] also approved 
and comm^ided those ways of mercy and sanctification in 
which the Lord had hitherto led me in affairs external 
and internal. 

Because the promises pronounced in regard to myself 
have not dazzled me or made me vain. 

Because at the same time the extinguished love was 
again renewed in the hearts of many. 

Because the assemblies of prayer recommended by the 
Spirit, and up to that time vainly striven for, were at 
oace established to our joy and bliss and without opposi- 
tion of the then well-disposed individuals. 

Because I was led into the severest struggle for puri- 
fication instead of expecting at once the fulfilment of the 
great promises given me. 

Because this struggle searched my innermost self and 
has deeply impressed upon me the most vivid lessons of 
complete denial and negation of myself. 
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Because in this matter also all extanal liindrances 
were removed and I indeed was made willing and confident 
to throw them behind me and to take upon me all the 
disgrace and suffering of this service, often confirming my 
faith under tests and with proofii not mentioned here but 
known to Qod and also to others. 

Because the inner word was laid open and led forth 
from the depths of my heart, whither no divine creature 
much less a satanic spirit could reach, deeper and more 
abundantly than I ever possessed it before. 

Because those inner emotions known to me from my 
youth, but having now become stronger and more numer- 
ous, have ever either held me back from some evil deed 
or encouraged and urged me to some good act 

Because they [inner emotions] often must with cer- 
tainty reveal to me the presence of hidden false spirits 
rising against me or others. 

Because in all this I do not found my conclusions on 
Inspiration alone, as may be the case with others, but 
moreover upon the undeniable work of God in my soul 
which has gone on there for long years out of sheer mercy 
and which under this new economy and revival is becom- 
ing ever more powerful. 

Because my son, together with many others, has been 
brought into a state of deepest repentance and wholesome 
anxiety of the mind through the powerful testimony of 
the Spirit in the inspired persons. 

Because the word of the Lord was unsealed to him 
[the son] by the very first Bewegungen. 

Because the Spirit of Inspiration promptly appeared 
as when it had been foretold that a certain married woman 
[Johanna Melchior] ^^ would testify on the day men- 
tioned in Bergheim. 
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■ — ^ — - — • 

Because my son came to testify with great fear and 
trembling, nay even through the severest struggle and 
sorely not through his wish and vain desire. 

Because he was enabled and compelled in his first 
testimony, as a foreshadowing of the future, to denounce 
with great certainty an impure spirit, to the sincere humil- 
iation of the latter. 

Because he was led in these ways of Inspiration con- 
trary to the inclinaticm and habit of his youth, to deep 
introspection and seclusion, and was also endowed with 
many extraordinary gifts of mercy. 

Because he made far beyond his natural abilities such 
pure, clear, and penetrating statements [utterances] that 
many well-learned in divine and natural things were led 
to w(mder about them. ^^^ 
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE INSPIRATION 

In another pamphlet, entitled Kennzeichen der 
Gottlichkeit der Wahren Inspiration, Eberhard Lnd- 
wig Gruber attempts to answer ** certain professors, 
extra-ordinaries, priests, first and second assistants, 
and students** who **in their inquiries and disputes 
concerning the work of Inspiration all concurred in 
this cardinal question: How can the inspired indi- 
vidual, and all those who are joined and participate 
in this work, be assured and feel certain that the 
Spirit of Inspiration is truly the Spirit of God, who 
testifies and speaks through the WerkzeugV* Gru- 
ber 's reply was as follows: 

The certainty which a person truly inspired from the 
Spirit of True Inspiration possesses, and which from firm 
conviction he can give to those who demand proof, may be 
obtained from the following, in part external, in part 
internal, infallible characteristics: 

INTEBNAL CEBTAINTT 

First. The Spirit of True Inspiraticm cleanses and 
purifies the Werkzeug in all his inner and outer faculties 
through daily training in repentance, faith, and obedience, 
that not self-will and foolish reason, not ill guided affections 
may intermingle with the divine working or hinder or 
destroy the same. 



Digitized by 



Google 



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 229 

Second. He anoints his [the Werkzeug] spirit and 
his faculties with the true fear of Qod and humility, with 
childlike willingness, forbearance, and simplicity, so that 
one only seeks and thinks of what is of Qod and of Christ 

Thirdly. He pours into such receptacle divine revela- 
tion and teaching accompanied by violent trembling and 
Commotions (Bewegungen und Erschutterung) of the body 
through the service of His good angels, who make them- 
selves master of the inner and outer senses and through 
the external voice and sound of the mouth announce the 
inner word so that one may understand and record it, 
even as Baruch has recorded all the words and speeches 
out of the mouth of Jeremiah. [Then took Jeremiah an- 
other roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of 
Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah 
all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah 
had burned in the fire: and there were added besides 
xmto them many like words.] 

Fourth. The Werkzeug does not control this inward 
spiritual gift and agency (Oeistes- Oabe und Wirkung) 
through its own might or will, but it possesses the same 
only as a precious deposit, which it may preserve through 
careful watching and praying, obedience and suffering, but 
which it also may hamper and lose, nay even become sub- 
ject to false powers and forces, if it mingles its own per- 
versicms, affections, desires, and insincere purposes with 
the effort and desire to be itself the mover and doer in this 
work, wherefrom result cimfused, incorrect, false utter- 
ances, which only those can test who possess the eye of 
simplicity and the spirit of discriminaticm, that they may 
know if the spirits are of Gk)d, but not those who regard 
this work with the knavish eye of the Pharisee, and when 
their faults and follies are made manifest through Inspira- 
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tion either defend or deny them or attack the Spirit of 
Inspiration and mock it and blaspheme against it, where 
they should confess and abandon their sins and humble 
themselves before Qod and men. 

EXTERNAL OEETAINTT 

First. The word and the testimony of the Spirit of 
True Inspiration proves upcm investigati(«i in each and 
every fundamental truth to be concordant with and con- 
forming to the scriptures of the prophets and the apostles, 
and that it has these truths in common with the scriptures. 

Second. It aspires for no preference; on the contrary 
it gives the preference to the word of the witnesses first 
chosen [prophets and apostles] just after the likeness of 
two sons or brothers, in which case the oldest son as the 
first bom has the preference before the younger son who 
was bom after him, though they are both equal and chil- 
dren begotten of one and the same father. Thus it is also 
with the word of Inspiraticn and the word of the prophets 
and apostles. The latter has the preference before the 
former, especially and above all, first in point of time of 
revelation, and sec<md in the degree of spirituality, that is 
to say, with regard to the unfathomable depth of the mani- 
fold wisdoms, ways, wcmders, and secrets of Qod, which 
are contained in the writings of the prophets and apostles, 
but so that minors and babes in wisdom may draw from 
them their nourishment. But both the old and the new 
revelation, of which we here speak, are of divine origin and 
the testimcmy of one and the same Spirit of Gk>d and of 
Jesus Christ, just as the s(ms mentioned above are equally 
children of one and the same father though there exists 
through the natural birth a slight difference between them. 

Third. It [the word of Inspiration] has in, with, and 
by itself divine powers and effects, namely : 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 231 

It terrifies the wicked and godless sinners and puts 
them in fear and awe before its divine power while the 
motion [Bewegung] of the Spirit lasts. (Character.) ^^® 

It arouses to godly repaitance and atonement, of which 
we have nnmerons examples near and far which have re- 
mained in this state to their blessed end. 

It lajB bare the hidden and innermost bottom of the 
heart of the good and wicked as all those have confessed 
and still must confess to whom such word and testimony 
has been addressed and who accord the honor to God. 

It rebukes and punishes without difference all hidden 
and aU known sins, all sins committed knowingly and un- 
knowingly, of the old and the young, of the great and the 
lowly, without respect of person, rank, sex, or age, of 
which enough testimonies are on record and have become 
known through publication in print. 

It purifies, as it is a divine fire, the senses, thoughts, 
desires, affections, impulses, passions, and the life and 
ecmduct of those who give room and place to the word 
and testimony, and become submissive and obedient to it; 
but those who despise and reject it, for those it becomes 
the breath of death and a testimony against them on the 
day of judgment. 

It implants in souls and hearts thus purified a new 
creature, which is Christ in us, the hope of glory. To 
this end tends the whole economy of Inspiration (this 
spiritual husbandry) with all its testimcnies and spiritual 
effects, namely; that the image of God, Christ, the new 
creature, be restored in man through the obedience of faith, 
which acts through love. Therefore it is no wonder that 
Satan and the old evil serpent of reason unceasingly rage 
and foam against this work. 
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It keeps the wicked in check and control, so that often 
they are not permitted to wcHrk harm although they would 
like to do so, of which many instances are known. Yes, 
it even often compels such persons from a hidden fear 
and emoti(«i of their conscience to do good instead of 
evil so that not infrequently blasphemers of the truth 
come to glorify Gtod. 

It punishes and often brings death of body and soul 
to those who with heart, mouth, or hand have offended and 
persecuted the work of the Lord, His Spirit, and His 
messengers, of which many instances are known. ^^^ 

On the other hand it often anoints, refreshes, consoles, 
and strengthens those, who in struggle and strife and 
in many trials loyally endure and are of a faithful and 
upright heart. 

It promises and threatens from near by and from afar, 
but always under certain conditions, as is also the case in 
the Old and New Covenant, namely; if the ungodly re- 
pent, the curse is changed into a blessing, and if the 
just man becomes godless, then the promised blessing is 
changed into curse and wrath, (Jeremiah 18 : 7-10, and 9 
Sammlung, p. 47-48.) as a warning for us since Qod pun- 
ishes both oppositicm and backsliding with death. ^^^ (I 
Moses, 2 : 17. Romans 5 : 21. Proverbs 1 : 11. 1 Sammlung 
chapter 15, 23. Chapter 16, 14. Chapter 31, 6.) 

These have ever and ever been the infallible charac- 
teristics of the words and testimcmies of the prophets and 
the apostles that their word was a divine word and testi- 
mony, for the sake of which they had to endure, to suffer, 
and to die ; but in spite of all this they enjoyed the calm, 
and the consolation of eternal bliss through the Spirit of 
Qod who was their hidden Urim und Thumim (Licht und 
Recht) whereby He anointed and sealed them tw the divine 
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certainty that indeed the Spirit of Qod dwelled, acted, 
spoke, and testified within them; and thns the Spirit of 
Qod still acts in his witnesses and gives to-day as he did 
yesterday the same assurance through which the prophets 
and apostles were certain that the Spirit of Qod and not 
a false spirit spoke through them and urged them on. 
. . . ''Believe in the Lord your Gk)d, so shall ye be es- 
tablished; believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper." — 
[II Chronicles 20: 20.] "8 

The writings of the early Inspirationists — es- 
pecially those of Johann Adam Gruber, (Jottfried 
Nemnann, Blasins Daniel Mackinet, Georg Melber, 
Caspar Low, and Johann Nicolans Dnill — contain 
many additional arguments in support of the divine 
origin of Inspiration. ^^* Nor is it possible to dis- 
cern wherein the testimonies of the Werkzeuge are 
regarded as of any less authority than the words of 
the Bible. Indeed they seem to be regarded as of 
equal rank, unless it be with the exception of the 
preference that Gruber speaks of as naturally given 
to the eldest brother (See above p. 230). ** There are 
diversities of gifts, '* said Paul in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, **but the same Spirit. And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 
And there are diversities of operations, but it is the 
same God which worketh all in all.' ' 

In the religious services as conducted in the 
Community to-day the readings consist almost whol- 
ly of testimonies. It has become customary to read 
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from the testimonies which were given subsequent 
to the Reawakening in the morning service on Sun- 
day; while in the afternoon selections are usually 
made from the older testimonies. 
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IV 
THE WERKZEUGE AND THEIR TESTIMONIES 

In the New Spiritual Economy it was not 
enough that an individual should feel called upon 
to announce the word of the Lord in order to be 
recognized as a Werhzeug of Inspiration. For there 
were ** false *' as well as *'true spirits'' in the early- 
congregations. Nor was it alone sufficient to re- 
ceive appointment through a testifying Werhzeug. 
It appears from the records that as a safeguard 
against ^^ false spirits" a committee of the congre- 
gation was usually delegated to ascertain the gen- 
uineness of the Bewegungen (violent shaking of the 
body accompanying the state of Inspiration) and 
Bezeugungen (testimonies). 

While in the earlier days of the Community the 
Werhzeug Johann Adam Gruber was ** especially 
employed by the Lord to detect false spirits'', sub- 
sequent to the Beawakening an ^'Overseer of the 
Werhzeuge^' was appointed by the Brethren to have 
special supervision of the work of the Werhzeuge 
even after they had been fully recognized and de- 
clared instruments of True Inspiration. 

In his Historische Beschreibung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Gemeinschaft Christian Metz records: 
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**I was rebuked for my hmniliation by Brother 

J who was then Overseer of the Werkzeuge, 

and for more than half a year I had no Inspira- 
tion.'' Likewise Barbara Heinemann was for a 
brief period in her early career ^^ declared false and 
banished to her native place.'' ^'^ **It is no easy 
thing", wrote Christian Metz in his Tagebuch^ **to 
be a Werkzeug of the Lord in which the Spirit of 
Inspiration is to labor and rule. I have often found 
how the grace of God is hindered through subtle 
self-love and one's own wisdom, but how on the 
other hand through self-denial and an absolute sur- 
render and abandon to the fathomless abyss the 
divine grace can create something new after the will 
of God." 

The testimonies (variously called Zeugnisse, 
Bezeugnisse, or Bezeugungen) given under the in- 
fluence of Inspiration seem always to have been 
accompanied by a violent shaking of the body (Be- 
wegung) . An interesting account of the Wewegung- 
en is given by the Scribe, Blasius Daniel Mackinet 
in his Schreiben von der Gottlichkeit der Wahren 
Inspiration in which he says : 

With regard to the Bewegungen the Werkzeuge were 
not alike, although they were all moved by one Spirit; 
there was considerable difference in regard to their gifts 
and convulsions. When they had to announce punish- 
ments and judgments of Gk)d, they all did it with great 
force, majestic gestures, strong Bewegungen, and with a 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 237 

true voice of thunder, especially if this occurred on the 
public streets or in churches. But when they had to speak 
of the love of Qod and the glory of the children of (Jod, 
then their motions were gentle and the gestures pleasing; 
but all, and in all attitudes assumed by them, spoke they 
with closed eyes. Often they had, previous to the Bewe- 
gungen, a feeling of its approach. Again they were seized 
suddenly, often at their meals, by day and by night. At 
times they were aroused from their slumber and had to 
testify, frequently <m the public highways, in fields and 
forests. In short they were instruments in the hands of 
the Lord and had no control over themselves. 

As violent as the commotions of the body [Leibes- 
Bewegungen] often were, still th^ did no harm to the 
body ; cm the c<Mitrary they served of t^i as remedies if the 
Werkzeuge were ill, as in the case of the Werkzeug who, 
on a journey, lay seriously ill at Halle in Saxony and 
was very weak in body, when he suddenly to the terror 
of those present was seized with violent convulsions and 
had to testify. In the utterance he received orders to start 
on the journey, at which all were surprised. After the 
testimony the Werkzeug arose and was well at the very 
moment, and on the following day they departed. 

Elsewhere in the same essay this Scribe de- 
scribes his own sensation in the presence of a tes- 
tifying Werkzeug in these words : 

It has also often happ^ied to me, although I was only 
a Scribe, that when the Werkzeug fell into Bewegungen 
previous to an utterance I was able to write before the 
very words had been spoken ; nay, even the whole meaning 
and the content of the prophecy was clear to my mind. ^^^ 
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THE OLD AND THE NEW REVELATION 

Under the date of January 30, 1716, there is 
an account of an interview between the younger 
Gruber and his Scribe and two old Jewish Babbis 
in a synagogue at Prague in which are compared 
the manner of prophesying of the old Hebrew 
prophets and the Werkzeuge of the Inspirationists. 
This account is regarded very highly by the Com- 
mimity as it proves conclusively to the mind of the 
Inspirationist the divine nature of the Bewegungen. 
The account of the interview reads in part as fol- 
lows: 

Hereupon came two old gray-haired Babbis and ques- 
tioned us. (This is the reason why I have recorded the 
happenings.) They asked in the first place, where we 
had our home. Answer: Near Frankfort. Question: Of 
what religion t Answer: We call ourselves Christians. 
They said, they believed that and knew full well that not 
all are Christians who call themselves Christians, just like 
among themselves not all were Jews who called themselves 
Jews; and that they asked only for the sake of the outer 
distinction. Thereupcm I [the Scribe] replied that one 
of us had been reared in the reformed church, the other 
among the Lutherans. They asked : Which of you is then 
the Prophet of the Lordt I pointed to Gruber. Now 
they questioned further. How does the word of the Lord 
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eome to this Prophet, does it come through an external 
voice into the ears or trom withint Answer: Not from 
without, but from within, and to be explicit, in the follow- 
ing manner: — The Werkzeug or the Prophet feels at first 
in his innermost being a gentle and pleasant glow which 
gradually becomes more intense and also fills the external 
body. Thereupon results an inflation of the nose, trem- 
bling of the whole body and at last violent motions of the 
whole body, often attended by kicking with hands and feet 
and shaking of the head. And in the centre of this internal 
fire the word of the Lord is bom ; and the Prophet is en- 
abled through the Bewegtingen to pronounce the word of 
the Lord without fear or awe, as it was bom in him, at 
times cQrUable by syllable, at times word by word, now 
slowly now rapidly, so that the Werkzeug had no choice of 
its own, but was used solely as a passive instrument in 
the hands of the Lord. Now you will be able to inform 
us (we said to them) since you are better acquainted with 
the Hebrew language than we, idiether the old Prophets 
among the people of Israel have also announced the word 
of the Lord through such strange gestures of the body and 
through Bewegungenf They replied in kindness and hu- 
mility : The word of the Lord had not been made known 
to them otherwise than from within, and if you should 
have said that the word of the Lord came to the Prophets 
of the present day from without, we should have rejected 
it ; nor do the commotions of the body [Leibes-Bewegungen] 
surprise us at all, since this was a positive characteristic 
of the old Prophets; for he who spoke without these com- 
moti<m8 of the body, was not considered a true Prophet, 
wherefore we in imitation of the Prophets of old un- 
ceasingly move when we sing our psalms. ^^^ 
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Book relates in his autobiography a nmnber of 
instances where **out of respect of person '^ he ** re- 
sisted the promptings of the Spirit'' and thereupon 
underwent sincere humiliation. ^ ' On one occasion ' \ 
he writes, ^^I was to testify against the selfishness 
of a Brother who did much good to us, but his 
presence made me womanish (weibisch) and I re- 
sisted. Soon after I learned tiiat he had fallen 
into false Bewegung and had made false Bezeugung- 
en, for which may the Lord pardon me and him.'' ^^ 
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VI 

THE GIFT OP PROPHECY : EINSPRACHE AND 
AUSSPRACHE 

From the very beginning of the New Spiritual 
Economy there was a difference between the Werk- 
eeuge as to their gift of prophecy. Some, though 
recognized as '^tme receptacles of Qod's mercy*', 
were imable to give voice to their ^ ^ strange and mys- 
terious impulses" and therefore were obliged to re- 
sort to written expressions of the '^ inner prompt- 
ings." And so a distinction was made between the 
written word (Einsprache) and oral prophecy {Au$- 
8prache)y the latter being regarded as the higher 
gift. It appears that Barbara Heinemann, being at 
first endowed simply with the gift of Einsprache, 
was sorely hampered because of her inability to 
read or write; and she seems to have devised a 
cipher of her own **in order to obey the inward im- 
pulse and the demand of (}od'^ until on Christmas 
Day of the year 1818 she was granted by the Lord 
'Hhe miraculous gift of Aussprache/* 

The spiritual Christian Metz entered the ^^ ser- 
vice of the Lord'' with the humbler power of Ein- 
sprache. This **flrst period of the Lord's mercy", 
we are told, lasted nine years. Inspirations-His- 
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torie records in full his last Einsprache in which the 
Lord admonishes the Community ^^to render thanks 
to My great name in deepest humility (Demuth) and 
reverence (Ehrerbietigkeit) and worship and honor 
if; for **it is pleasing to the Divine Love to an- 
nounce to them soon its word from without'* to be 
** written down by Scribes/' ^^* The second pe- 
riod seems also to have lasted nine years ; when the 
Werkzeug passed through a third period. 1^9 <<of this 
the Lord made announcement to all the Communities 
in a most important word and testimony on October 
15, [1841], at the Haag/' 

I amiounce to you that the number nme conditions a 
change in the manner of the communication of My testi- 
mony and that the third period begins. Therefore My 
Werkzeug shall be subjected to Me to announce My word 
in a twofold manner, both in writing and through speaking 
as it pleases Me. ^*® 

At least twice during his lifetime the peace- 
loving Christian Metz was ** deprived of his gift by 
the Lord.'' But each time, after a period of deei)est 
humility, *4t was pleasing to the Divine Love'' again 
to bestow this grace upon him. ^•^ 
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VII 
THE NATURE AND SCOPE OP THE BEZEUGUNGEN 

The Bezeugungen or Zeugnisse vary in length 
from a few sentences to several hours in duration. 
In his Historische Beschreibung der Wahren In- 
spirationS'Gemeinschaft Christian Metz records that 
at Bischweiler there occurred through him on a Sun- 
day in the presence of two Brothers, who acted as 
Scribes, **a testimony which lasted from nine in 
the morning until ten at night. Everything uttered 
was in rhyme. Whoever came and gave me his hand 
received a message and a blessing." 

In the days when the Community was fortunate 
enough to have two Werkzeuge, it sometimes hap- 
pened that both **were befallen by a powerful spir- 
itual emotion'' at the same time, and then occurred 
a Bezeugung through both Werkzeuge in which they 
spoke alternately. Under the date of January 12, 
1819, a testimony of this nature is recorded as hav- 
ing been given through Michael Krausert and Bar- 
bara Heinemann at the home of one of the Brethren. 
It reads in part as follows: 

Barbara Heinemann: Well then oh souls! Michael 
Krausert: Arm yourself for the battle and be faithful 
unto death ; follow Jesus Christ in truth and make a path 
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in your hearts. Barbara Heinemann : And take no of- 
fence at the raging and raving of Satan, but wander on 
without delay and hesitancy or c<msidering this or that; 
nay, follow unwaveringly the narrow path after your 
Savior, then He will be in and with you and BUs strength 
shall invigorate you, that no enemy can harm your soul, 
but that everything shall increase your strength and per- 
severance, if you receive it in the right spirit. Michael 
Erausert : Yes, the mighty prince of victory, Jesus Christ, 
has everything in His power, how soon may He not come 
forth as a strong support and destroy all ungodliness. 
Barbara Heinemann: Yes, yes, I will come forth, says 
the Eternal Son, Jesus Christ, trom within and without, 
and I will assail the wicked men who want to hinder the 
progress of the divine work of merey. ^^ 

The contents of the Bezeugungen vary from ad- 
monitions to live a holier life to explicit directions 
for the buying of machinery; but by far the larger 
number are of the former order. There are numer- 
ous promises of the ** love of the great Pather- 
hearf for **the truly pious and faithful souls." 
There are numerous appeals to the **God of Salva- 
tion'' to "remove everything which has brought 
offence'' and **to seek to till a new spiritual field, 
break the sod of the hard and thick self-will and 
self-righteousness and drive away the great wild 
monster called dissension." ^^ There are warnings, 
often in the severest language, against Leichtsinn, 
lukewammess, and imgodly pride, and threats of 
the wrath of Qod for those who persist in acting 
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selbststdndig and dgenmdchtig in His presence. 
There are appeals to the Elders *^to work npon a 
deeper foundation, to learn better to understand the 
Lord from within, and to give more heed to His 
immediate advice and g^dance." There are vigor- 
ous denunciations of ^^ those who do not enter npon 
repentance concerning the state of their souls/' 

The later testimonies of Barbara Heinemann 
are full of threats of **the hellish torture *' and of 
** Satan's open door to the gloomy abyss/' There 
is much ^^ grieving of the Spirit of the King of all 
below and above" over the ** wavering" of the 
young people, those whom ^^the ScUange and 
Schlangenhrut have assailed with the spirit of doubt 
and unbelief," and those who ^^ through lack of 
watchfulness have allowed the tempter to sneak in." 
And many accounts are given of ^^how dearly lost 
grace has to be paid for,"^** 

Humility, obedience, and self-n^^tion are con- 
tinually emphasized in the Bezeugungen old and 
new; and many assurances are made of the ^^ glory 
and adornment, the blessed peace and rest of the 
Spirit" for those who ^'act not according to their 
own inclinations" but ^^as the Lord directs." ^^ 

Eternal vigilance that the enemy may not enter 
seeking whom he may devour"; a firm battie 
against ^^selfish and private purposes"; against 
^^the flesh and its lusts"; against the world and the 
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devil '* — these have been the key-notes of the 
Bezeugungen from the beginning. **Be earnest and 
brave and be ever on your guard '^ said Christian 
Metz at the very beginning of his service as Werh- 
zeug. ** Drive the enemy on all sides off the field 
and keep close watch that Satan be deprived of all 
advantage. Battle and fight firmly and see how the 
eternal friend of souls can pardon sinners and fit 
them for His service, how He can arm them with 
strength and power, yes even impart to them His 
spirit which can teach and refresh them with the 
dew of heaven." ^^ 

The Bezeugungen were not always addressed to 
the general congregation but often to individual 
members after the manner of the personal criti- 
cisms of the Oneida Society and the Perfectionists. 
They were often cruelly severe, from the standpoint 
of the worldly; but were given in all love to bring 
the erring Brother or Sister to a proper state of 
humiliation and repentance. 

The manner of accepting **the judgment of the 
Lord" thus delivered indicated the amount of grace 
possessed by the one reproached and punished. If 
**he found sufficient grace to acknowledge the judg- 
ment of God concerning him as just, to submit to it 
and humble himself, and to confess his fault and 
guilt openly before the Community" he was joy- 
fully ** granted pardon and peace"; but if he had 
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^'seated himseif so high in his conceit that he neither 
could nor would find the grace for submission and 
humiliation" then ''the Lord against whom he 
wished to contend proved to be too powerful for 
him." 

A typical instance of ''open humiliation before 
God and the Community" is the case of a leading 
Brother who was severely reproached and punished 
by the Lord for treating unkindly His handmaid, 
Barbara Heinemann (who seems to have had as 
much difficulty in getting along with the Elders after 
the return of her gift as before). It illustrates 
beautifully the spirit of humiliation before the will 
of God and the heed of brotherly admonition and 
punishment which have ever been the guiding forces 
in the Community of True Inspiration. 

My sin is great and I have fully deserved the severe 
but just judgment of God which has come upon me; nay, 
I even thank Qod from the bottom of my heart that I was 
cast down from the height of self-will, whither I had gotten 
unconsciously, and that I have again been admonished to 
hmnility and lowliness of heart. My grief is great, may 
the honest tears of remorse which I have shed reconcile 
the Lord that before and with Him I may again find par- 
don and peace, as also in your sight, beloved Brother 
[Christian Metz], for I have caused you to suffer much, 
and also the beloved Sister [Barbara Heinemann] who 
may forgive me all offences and insults which I have in- 
flicted upon her in the pride of my heart; and may the 
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dear Brethren also pardon and forgive me, and retain no 
rancor against me. 

There is much of the philosophy of Job running 
through the Bezeugungen, and ever an absolute faith 
in the Lord's ** saving and protecting hand of 
grace." Death, misfortune, sorrow, and suffering 
are permitted by the Lord **as a severe warning** 
to the Community; '^to humble and lower the selbsU 
stdndige tmd eigenmdchtige^^ ; to arouse the religious 
fervor of the lukewarm; and in general to maintain 
the high standards that have from time to time been 
set for the Congregations of the Lord. ^^The Spirit 
of God", said Barbara Heinemann under Lispira- 
tion, ^'has a sharp knife; nay, a two-edged sword, 
wherewith He cuts off all that is ungodly." 

Ou the occasion of the sudden death of a young 
girl, the Community was told through ^^the Spirit of 
Grace" that *4t grieves Me to have permitted it; 
but I can not find entrance in any other manner 
except by sending the angel of death here and there. 
Would that thou wouldst heed it and mightest divine 
what is threatening that still in timely season thou 
mightest begin to fear and repent before the second 
beat of the knocker sounds." ^^ 

When in 1871 an unprincipled individual made 
an attempt to extort a certain sum of money from 
the Community by means of blackmail, it is recorded 
that ^' aside from all other considerations, the fact 
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that the Lord had permitted such a wicked man to 
go thus far was a most serious warning to the Com- 
munity that it might come to consider what would 
result if the Lord should permit hostile people to 
gain power and control over the Community/' It 
was plainly the ^'intention of God that the Communi- 
ty was to be aroused and to search and acknowledge 
its faithlessness to God and humble and lower itself 
before Him, as it behooves the faithful and as they 
have ever done . • . • At the same time the 
Lord directed that the religious instruction of the 
children (Kinderlehre) be again held to earnestly 
warn the freche youth lest the Lord would stretch 
out his hand over them and send the destroyer/' *" 

When Barbara Heinemann ^^ suffered severe 
condemnation and banishment together with inward 
trouble and desolation" in 1819 through the instru- 
mentality of the ** overbearing'' First Elder and 
''the other Brothers who had also incurred guilt 
through their dumb submission to his despotic de- 
cree", it is recorded that ''all this did not befall 
her without the wise consent of God for a deeper 
knowledge of her own self, and for a more thorough 
grounding and founding in her divine calling." ^^ 

Under the date of November 21, 1853, there is 
recorded the death of a young man which seems 
to have been regarded in an exceptional light. The 
young man was crushed while alone in the mill at 
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Nieder Ebenezer; and the historian Gottlieb Schen- 
ner records that *4t caused great terror and fear 
that the Lord had permitted this. He was a loyal, 
young single Brother, who had come to the Com- 
munity in 1846 and was not quite thirty-two years 
old at the tune of his death/* The Lord ex- 
pressed His sorrow in these words: **The bloody 
avenger had seized his victim while not watching. '*^^ 

The one supreme object of **the pilgrimage on 
earth" in the Amana theology is the salvation of 
the soul. The Community is but a school of prep- 
aration for the next world, and the awful fate, after 
death, of the soul that has not been thoroughly puri- 
fied and sanctified during its earthly sojourn is best 
described in an old Bezeugung as follows: 

Such souls will wander in pathless desolation; they 
shall seek and not find; they will have to endure much 
torment and grief and be wretchedly plagued, tortured, 
and tormented by misleading stars. ^^^ 
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VIII 

THE TESTIMONIES OP BARBARA HEINEMANN 
AND CHRISTIAN METZ 

Barbara Heinemann was quick to condemn an 
erring Brother and to announce rules and regula- 
tions ** through which arose many temptations, of- 
fences, and provocations.** Christian Metz, on the 
other hand, was always the great pacificator in the 
Community, and felt obliged ever and anon to re- 
buke gently *'the elder Sister** for her ''human 
severity and arbitrariness** ^^^ which grew upon her 
with advancing years. ''According to my feeling 
and opinion**, said Christian Metz in his Tagehuch 
after the return of Barbara Heinemann 's gift, "she 
shall have still to undergo a deep and more com- 
plete spiritual rebirth .... For it is indeed 
true that we achieve nothing through our own will, 
effort, endeavor, and toil; nay, it is bom amidst 
anxiety and the complete annihilation of self.** 

Barbara Heinemann *s earlier Bezeugungen, ut- 
tered before the time of her marriage and subse- 
quent fall from grace, breathe a somewhat deeper 
spirituality. When she was scarcely nineteen years 
of age the "Lord urgently admonished her and all 
allied, especially the called workers, to preserve to 
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themselves the deepest humility and self -negation in 
spite of what the Lord had hitherto accomplished in 
and through them, and not to become weakened 
through human considerations. ' ' ^'^ ^ ^ Give heed and 
test yourself", said Barbara Heinemann in an early 
testimony, **that you fall not into ways of your 
own, for even the greatest and wisest one must often 
let himself be taught by the most lowly." 

The phraseology of the early Bezeugungen of 
Barbara Heinemann is largely that of the Old Tes- 
tament, which is but natural as it was the instru- 
ment through which she learned to read and write. 
The following Bezeugungy given as an important 
instruction to a group of the First Brethren, is 
typical: 

Oo confidently with great repose and in whole-hearted 
trusty for the almighty protector is everywhere, and will 
and shall everywhere be with you. For I will close the 
jaws of the lions, though they show their teeth. I shall 
satiate them with sheer miracles, that they shall astomsh 
and everyone must say: Now we see that it is the living 
One and the all powerful who is with you. But see to 
it that ye do not become of little faith when the tempests 
and the billows of trial and temptation surge around your 
craft. Only believe firmly, though the storms press your 
ship ever so hard, that the help of the Lord is ever with 
and amongst you. Only hold the mouth of your faith 
to the hidden force, thence you will draw sufficient strengtii 
to endure to the end; for the enduring ones, though they 
shall pass through many sufferings and trials shall in the 
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end inherit the kingdom of heaven; but a lasting and 
enduring faith is required. This shall be given you as 
a staff on your journey on which you ever can repose and 
rely. ^^^ 

The testimonies of Christian Metz were through- 
out much freer from personalities than were those 
of **the elder Sister'*; and even where he was 
obliged **by the promptings of the Spirit of Mercy'* 
to give a testimony as a personal admonition to a 
member there was in it all a beauty and a dignity 
that even the offender must have recognized. When 
Michael Krausert *^ became timid and undecided and 
ran, so to speak, before he was chased '', Christian 
Metz was obliged **by a special inner prompting'' 
to give a testimony as a warning to him. This tes- 
timony, which is here quoted in part, illustrates the 
style of the greater part of his Bezeugtmgen which 
are recorded in the Jahrhiicher. 

Thus speaks the eternal Gtod: I will give a word of 
testimony to my servant Erausert, who knows not now what 
to begin, so bewildered is he. But listen, then, what has 
prompted you to act and deal thus according to your own 
inclinations t You run before you were sent away, says the 
almighty Gtod of Love. Alas, how troubled is my spirit, 
that you have failed thus, and do not want to be found 
again! Oh come back again and resign yourself in and 
to the faithful tie of Brotherhood which I have established, 
and which I have again strengthened through you. You 
run about thus and are like a hireling who has seen the 
wolf and has abandoned to him his flock and deserted. Is 
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this the true faithfuhiess of the shepherd t Do faithful 
servants act thus, when the wolf comes that they run away 
and do not step into the gap to ward off harmt .... 
Can you then say that I have deserted you a single time 
when you were persecuted for holy causes alone t Have 
I not ever helped you again and satisfied yout .... 
Listen then what the Qod of Eternal Love furthermore 
testifies in regard to you : You were then not as faithful 
in your oflSce and service as you were, and you do not 
sufficiently submit yourself in and to My will. You have 
become too self-willed, and you do not want to heed the 
others, whom, too, I have summoned and through whom 
I instruct you. Alas I do not wish to make known and 
have recorded all that I have to record against you, says 
the mighty God. But, nevertheless, you shall never suc- 
ceed in this manner if you do not soon and quickly return 
again in and to the training of My love and more carefully 
tend to My flock than at present Oh, I still love you and 
see you in your erring state. Return, then, and care more 
diligently for the souls whom I have called. 

Indeed I shall help and always have helped you ! Why 
then do you lose courage now and desert ere you were sent 
away ? Has it ever been heard that My witnesses whom I 
have called from time to time have not also thus believed 
that they know no feart And though the whole world 
should rise and appear in the field against them, and they 
themselves should be so weak that they could hardly stand 
on their feet, I will still be their Gtod and their mighty 
protector, if they trust me in all things. Thus you may 
see that I take no pleasure at all in your present course 
of action. 
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Alas, My soul is troubled, that the wild beasts have 
broken in, in such number. Will 70U then, too, turn a 
hireling and scatter the sheep, which I so miraculously 
have led together t says the mighty Qod. Alas, return then 
again and lead them on as a faithful servant and shepherd; 
with the staff of the true love of the shepherd seize firmly 
upon faith, then I will assist you again and give back again 
the inward peace, love, and simplicity. Submit cheerfully 
to this punishment, for it is My will that it may become 
known thus that no mortal may boast of his importance. ^^^ 
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IX 

THE PEESEEVATION AND PUBLICATION OP THE 

TESTIMONIES AND RECORDS OP THE 

COMMUNITY 

The testimonies, or Bezeugungen des Geistes des 
Herrn, with their exhortations, warnings, reproofs, 
admonitions, and prophecies, were from the time of 
Bock and Gruber ** correctly written down from day 
to day in weal or woe^^ usually by specially appoint- 
ed Scribes (See above Part I, p. 23). 

From the rise of the New Spiritual Economy 
to the death of Johann Friedrich Bock in 1749 the 
many Zeugnisse which were uttered through the 
Werkzeuge were not only recorded in manuscripts 
and preserved in such collections as the Diarium and 
the Tagebiicher of the Congregations of True In- 
spiration, but a large number of these important 
revelations were published in Sammlungen, of which 
there are forty-two printed volumes. However, not 
all of the Zeugnisse of this period have been print- 
ed; for an examination of the manuscripts in the 
Archiv at Middle Amana reveals the fact that many 
of the older testimonies, especially those of Johann 
Friedrich Bock, remain to this day unpublished. 
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During the Decline (1749-1817) no testimonies 
were recorded since there were no Inspirations- 
Werkzeuge. The Congregations were content with 
the reading and rereading of the old Zeugnisse — 
especially those of Bock and Gmber. But with the 
Beawakening in 1817 and the appearance of neue 
Propheten in the New Commnnity the Spirit of the 
Lord was again revealed throng testimonies which 
have been reverently recorded and published in 
Jahrbucher of which there are fifty-eight Samm- 
lungen covering the period from 1823 to 1883. 

In the Yearbooks^ which are nnif ormly entitled 
Jahrbucher der wahren Inspirations-Oemeinden oder 
Bezeugtmgen des Odstes des Herm, each testimony 
or Bezeugung is not only nmnbered but is usually 
introduced by a paragraph setting forth the cir- 
cumstances under which it was given. The follow- 
ing are tjrpical introductions: 

[From the twentieth Samndung] 

No. 54. Nieder Ebenezer, October 12, 1845. Sunday 
afternoon in the meeting of the Sisters, Brother Christian 
Metz fell into Inspiration while an old testimony was being 
read, and he had to utter the following testimony from 
the Lord to the members of this meeting. 
[From the thirtieth Samndung] 

No. 5. Mittel Eben-Ezer. February 4, 1855. Smi- 
day afternoon in the BrUderversammlung at the close of 
the first hymn {Emeure michf o ewigs Lichi) Br. Chris- 
tian Mets feU into Inspiration and there occurred this 
important testimony of the Spirit of the Lord: first con- 
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eeming directions of a LiebesmaUf then concerning the 
£lders and Community at Nieder Ebenezer, the whole 
Commnnily, and also concerning those present and a few 
in particular. 
[From the fifty-fourth Samndung] 

No. 27. West Amana, October 12, 1879. In the after- 
noon after the general meeting Sister Barbara Landmann 
fell into Inspiration, and thereby occurred the following 
severe rebuke and punishment owing to the manner in 
which the opening hymn was sung, in which notes and 
voices stood out above the rest, which caused a withdrawal 
of the divine grace and despoiled us (the Community) of 
the intended blessing. ^^^ 

It would be strange, indeed, if in the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration ^^ demons of doubt and 
unbelief had not at times caused the Elders of 
the Community to ^^ suffer grief and oppression.'' 
Indeed, we are told that sometimes an individual 
would ^'rise up high in the air and investigate 
everything'', in spite of the fact **that it is written 
that much knowledge is not needed for salvation." 
And once, it is recorded, ** there arose worldly-wise 
and self-willed people who interfered with the divine 
guidance and criticised the word and the work of 
tiie Lord, whereby the Lord was greatly offended, 
so that he testified sternly against it and also pro- 
hibited the reading of the recent testimonies for 
the time being." *'' 

At the time of Kransert's desertion there oc- 
curred at Bonneburg, through the ^^presumptuous- 
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ness" of the Head Elder, an examination of books 
and manuscripts with a view to the condemnation 
and destmction of the Bezeugungen of Krausert 
''since he had gone astray and did not endure/' 
Indeed, this ^^selhststdndige und eigenmdchtige^^ 
Elder, who had from the first opposed the leader- 
ship of Barbara Heinemann, took this occasion also 
to condemn her early utterances, since they were 
given largely under the influence of Krausert. 

In her Kurze Erzahlung von den Erweckungs- 
Umstdnden Barbara Heinemann relates that ''be- 
cause Krausert had not persisted in the good and 
because his later utterances were not purely divine 
but intermingled with his own spirit .... 
[the Head Elder] found it well to give to the flames 
all testimonies which had hitherto occurred through 
him and me. With this I could not agree, and asked 
that a distinction should be made. But he replied, 
that the One who had given these testimonies could 
also again inspire others, and it could do no harm 
to bum up all. Thus those testimonies were burned. 
In how far this was wrong I dare not judge, but 
leave the decision to the Lord.'* *^® The Conmixmiiy 
historian, Gottlieb Scheuner, regrets that since the 
Head Elder "went so far in this examination and 
scrutiny it is difficult to establish the exact suc- 
cession of the events of that period. ''^^ 
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The lovable Christian Metz, who in his spirit- 
uality had risen far above the pettiness of personal 
likes and dislikes, ever encouraged the recording, 
collecting, and preserving of all of the testimonies 
** since they all contained some truth.'* Further- 
more, he encouraged the reading of these and all 
other records of the Community. As late as No- 
vember 1, 1846, the Lord gave directions through 
Christian Metz ''not to allow the destruction of the 
writings of the old, that is, of the founders and 
faithful followers of the first Community of True 
Inspiration." 

** Behold the work of the old, who no longer 
are'*, reads this testimony, **they have bequeathed 
unto you a treasure, which is still a blessing: but 
it is being forgotten and lies for the most part in 
the nooks and comers; much is being lost, is al- 
ready lost, and you no longer have it. Listen to 
the counsel and will of Divine Love: Let nothing 
be lost, but induce your youth that they renew and 
rewrite it, especially what is not printed, for a 
profitable pastime. Bring the blessed past into 
good order and safe keeping." 

At the same time (1846) ''this word went forth 
to Brother Christian Metz: Thou, child of man, 
let not be lost along with other things that which 
the Lord has done in your days, but bequeath it 
likewise, as a memory, treasure, and blessing." 
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Whereupon Brother Christian Metz wrote his His- 
torische Beschreibung der Wahren Inspirations- 
Oemeinschaft which was published as a supplement 
to the twentieth SamnUung. This Beschreibung is 
a brief account (189 pages) of the Community ^'as 
it has existed and continued from the year 1714 to 
the year 1845." After the establishment of the new 
home at Ebenezer, Christian Metz kept a diary with 
great faithfulness and precision. This practice he 
continued until the year before his death, when he 
made this last entry: 

Ich kann nun nichts mehr schreiben 

Mein Beimenspiel ist aus — ^^ 
The Tagebucher of Christian Metz are more 
than a chronological account of the Community's 
happenings. They are full of his own philosophy 
of life, of hopes and plans for the future of the 
Community, and of deeply devotional exhortations. 
Here too are found many of his more beautiful 
poems and songs written (often under the Spirit 
of Inspiration) on the occasion of some important 
happening to ^'point a moral or adorn a tale." 
From these Tagebucher Christian Metz made ex- 
tracts ^^ containing the most important things which 
have happened to the Werhzeug himself, as also in 
and to the Community." These were ^'arranged 
and collected", edited, and supplemented by his 
loving Scribe and co-worker, (Gottlieb Scheuner, as 
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PAC SIMILE (WITHOUT REDUCTION) OF TWO VERSES 
OF AN ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT POEM IN THE HANDWRITING 

OP THE Werlczeug^ christian metz 
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a ^^continuation of the Historische Beschreibtmg 
contained in the twentieth Sammlung.^^ 

To the f aithf nl Scribe, Gottiieb Schetmer, quite 
as much as to the Werkzeug, Christian Metz, the 
Oommunity is indebted for the bringing together 
of the **work of the old, who no longer are.*' He 
was only thirty years of age at the time of Chris- 
tian Metz's death; and was spared to the Com- 
munity for thirty years more. During that time 
he devoted his energy and his talents to carrying 
out, in so far as he was able, the plans formulated 
by Christian Metz. He searched the Community for 
manuscripts and documents; he recorded accounts 
** orally related*' by the still living witnesses; he 
wrote many poems and hymns; and he bequeathed 
all, including Inspirations-Historie, to the Com- 
munity as a ^^ treasure and a blessing*' in the spirit 
of the Werkzeug who was ** recalled from the field 
of his endeavor" before the fulfilment of his plans 
could be accomplished-^®* 
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THE BASIS OP FAITH 

The Community of True Inspiration has never 
regarded itself as a distinct religious sect in any 
partisan sense; nor has it ever acknowledged any 
basis of faith other than the literal word of God 
as contained in the Scriptures and in Bezeugungen. 
In truth at the very beginning of ^^this spiritual 
husbandry" one of the arguments set forth for the 
divine origin of Inspiration was the fact that the 
^'inspired ones reject all sects and point to Jesus 
Christ alone as the living foundation." 

Since the Inspirationists believe that the Lord 
has ever revealed his will directly to them and 
^ Ogives to-day as he did yesterday the same assur- 
ance through which the prophets and apostles were 
certain that the Spirit of God spoke through them 
and urged them on", a rigid orthodox creed would 
be contrary to the theory and spirit of True Inspira- 
tion. **I will reveal myself ever more powerfully, 
holier, and more glorious .... in and among 
you", reads the early promise of the Lord, **as long 
as you will bring forth to meet me the honest anf[ 
sincere powers of your will." To keep this covenant 
** faithfully and sacredly" has been of more conse- 
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qnence to the Community than the formulation of 
a church creed. 

Although the Community of True Inspiration 
can not, therefore, be said to profess a creed in 
the orthodox sense of the word there are three docu- 
ments which may properly be regarded as state- 
ments or bases of Community faith. These are: 
(1) Der Glauben; (2) The Twenty-four Bules of 
True €k>dUness; and (3) The Twenty-one Bules for 
the Examination of our Daily lives. The Ten 
Commandments and the Lord's Prayer are also 
taught in the schools and repeated at the religious 
services of the Community. 

Der Glauben, which is prayed in the religious 
services and in the schools, is substantially the 
Apostles' Creed as used in the orthodox evangelical 
churches of the world. It is given in the Com- 
munity Catechism under the title of Die Artikel des 
christlichen Glaubens. 

Ich glaube an Gott Yater, den allmachtigen Schop- 
fer Himmels und der Erden. 

Und an Jesom Christum, Semen emgebomen Sohn, 
unsem Herm, der empfangen ist von dem heiligen Qevst, 
geboren von der Jungfrau Maria, gelitten unter Pontic 
Pilato, gekreuziget, gestorben und begraben, abgestiegen znr 
HoUe, am dritten Tage wieder auf erstanden von den Toten, 
anfgef ahren gen Himmel, da sitzet Er znr Bechten Gottes, 
des allmachtigen Yaters, von dannen Er kommen wird, zu 
richten die Lebendigen und die Toten. 
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Ich glaube an den heiligen Geurt, eine allgemeine Christ- 
liche Kirche xind Qemeinachaft der Heiligen, Yergebnng 
der Siinden, Anf erstdmng des Leibet, xind ein ewiges Leben. 
Amen. 
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XI 
TWENTY-FOUB BULES FOR TRUE GODLINESS 

The ^^ living foundations'' of the Community 
are the ** Twenty-four Boles for True Godliness and 
Holy Conduct*', which were received hy the Com- 
munity as a ^^most important revelation of the 
Spirit of the Lord through Johann Adam Gruber'' 
at Biidingen on July 4, 1716, and in accordance with 
which the New Communities were established and 
received into '^the gracious covenant of the Lord.'' 
Nor have these rules with their directions, warn- 
ings, and admonitions lost any of their force or 
authority in the nearly two hundred years that have 
elapsed since they were regarded as such a menace 
to the established church that copies of them were 
gathered by the civil authorities and ordered ^^ pub- 
licly burned by the executioner." ^^^ They remain 
the basis of the faith of the Community, and 
are, indeed, the foundation on which the whole re- 
ligious edifice of the Community is erected. 

The Twenty-four Bules for True Godliness are 
part of a lengthy Bezeugung in which the Com- 
munity is commanded by the Lord to renew the cov- 
enant ^ ^before My holy face and in the presence of 
My holy angels and of the members of your Com- 
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mnnity'* and **once more avow openly with hand 
and mouth to My servant, the Elder, given unto you, 
what I shall speak unto you and also what you have 
promised with words and in your heart/' These 
holy commands were given **for careful regard and 
sincere observation *^ with threats of **a fiery and 
heavy burden • ... as a quick witness . • 
. . if you break this vow." 

The concluding paragraph of the admonitory 
introduction and the Twenty-four Rules for True 
Godliness and Holy Conduct are as follows:^' 

Hear then what I say unto you. I, the Lord your 
Qod am holy I And therefore you, too, shall be and become 
a holy Community, if I am to abide in your midit as you 
desire. And therefore you diall henceforth resolve: 

I. To tear all crude and all subtle idols out of your 
hearts, that they may no longer befool you and mislead 
you further to idolatry against your Qod, so that His 
name be not defamed and He not suddenly go forth and 
avenge and save the glory of His name. 

II. I desire that you shall have naught in common 
with the fruitless works of darkness; neither with grave 
sins and sinners, nor with the subtle within and without 
yoiL For what relationship and likeness has My holy 
temple with the temples of pride, unchasteness, ambition, 
seeldng for power; and of the useless, superfluous, con- 
demning prattling, which steals the time away from Me. 
How could the light unite with the darkness t How can 
you as children of the light unite with the ungodly, the 
liars and their works, the scoffers and blasphemers, who 
are nothing but darkness t 
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FAC SIMILE (WITHOUT KKDUCTION) OF THE HAND- 
WRITING AND AUTOGRAPH OF THE Werlczcug, JOHANN 
ADAM GRUBER. TAKEN FROM A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
BBOTBBB NAQEL 
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III. Yon shall henceforth in your external life con- 
duct yourself so that those standing without find no Imger 
cause for ill reports and for defaming My name. SufFer 
rather the wrong if you are abused. But above all flee 
from associations which hinder you from growing in godli- 
ness. All mockers and scoffers and those who recommend 
you unto vanity, you shall shun and have no dealings with 
them. 

IV. You shall also perform your earthly task the 
longer the more according to the dictates of your con- 
science; and gladly desist from that which My spirit shows 
you to be sinful — not heeding your own loss, for I am 
the Lord, who can and will care and provide for the 
needs of your body — that through this you may not give 
cause for censure to the scoffer. The time which I still 
grant you here is very short ; therefore, see to it well that 
My hand may bring forth and create within you a real 
harvest. 

V. Let, I warn you, be far from you all falseness, 
lying, and hypocrisgr. For I say unto you that I will 
give the spirit of discernment and will lay open unto you 
through the Spirit of Prophecy such vices. For to what 
end shall clay and metal be together? Would it not make 
for Me a useless vessel, which I could not use and should 
have to cast away with the rest. Behold, My children, I 
have chosen before many, many, many, and have prom- 
ised to be unto you a fiery entrenchment against the de- 
fiance of your inner and outer enemies. Verily! Verily! 
I shall keep my promises, if only you endeavor to fulfil 
what you have promised and are promising. 

VI. You shaU therefore, none of you, strive for par- 
ticular gifts and envy the one or the other to whom I 
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give perchance the gift of prayer or maybe of wiadom. 
For such the enemy of My c^ory seeks ever to instill into 
youy especially into the passionate and fickle souls, to impart 
to yon therein a poison destmctiye to the sonL Yon shall, 
all, all, all of yon be filled with My pnre and holy spirit 
when the time will come to pass, if yon will let yonrsdf 
be prepared in humility and patience according to My wilL 
Then yon too shall speak with tongues different from the 
tongues you now speak with« Then I shall be able to 
c<mmiunicate with you most intimately. 

YIL Put aside henceforth all backbiting, and all mal- 
ice of the heart toward each other, which you have har- 
bored hitherto! None of you are free trom it! 

Behold I shall command the Spirit of my Love that 
He as often as you assemble in true simplicity of heart 
and in humility for prayer be in your very midst with His 
influence and may flow through the channelg of His Love 
into the hearts He finds empty. 

VIII. You must make yourself willing for all outer 
and inner suffering. For Belial will not cease to show 
unto you lus rancor through his servants and through 
his invisible power. It is also pleasing to Me and ab- 
solutely necessary for you that you be tried through con- 
tinuous sorrow, suffering, and cross, and be made firm and 
precious in My crucible. And he who does not dare (but 
ncme must be indolent himself in this) to exert all his 
physical and spiritual powers through My strength, let 
him depart that he may not be later a blemishing spot 
upon My glory. 

IX. Do not lend in future your ears to suspicion 
and prejudice and take, because of your lack of self-knowl- 
edge, offence at each other where there is none. But each 
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one among yon shall become the mirror for the other. Yon 
shall, moreover, also endeavor to stand every day and honr 
before the Lord as a oneness, as a city or a light on a high 
mountain, which near and far shines bright and pure. 

X. At the same time practice the longer the more 
outer and inner quiet. Seek ever, though it will be for 
the natural man which is inexperienced in this a hard 
death, to hide yourself in humility in the inner and under- 
most chamber of your nothingness, that I may bring in 
this soil to a befitting growth My seed which I have con- 
cealed therein. 

XI. Behold, My people! I make with you this day 
a covenant which I bid you to keep faithfully and sacredly. 
I will daily wander amongst you and visit your place of 
rest, that I may see how you are disposed toward Me. 

XII. Ouard yourself. I, the Lord, warn you against 
indifference towards this covenant of grace and against 
negligence, indolence, and laziness which thus far have 
been for the most part your ruler and have controlled 
your heart. I shall not depart from your side nor from 
your midst, but shall Myself on the contrary reveal Myself 
ever more powerfully, holier, and more glorious through 
the light of My face in and among you, as long as you 
will bring forth to meet Me the honest and sincere powers 
of your will. This shall be the tie with which you can 
bind and hold Me. Behold I accept you this day as slaves 
of My will, as free-boms of My kingdom, as possessors 
of My heart I Therefore let yourself gladly and willingly 
be bound with the ties of My love, and the power of love 
shall never be wanting unto you. 

XIII. And you who are the heads and fathers of 
households hear what I say unto you: The Lord has now 
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chosen yoa as members of His Community with whcmi He 
desires to associate and dwell day by day. See, therefore, 
to this that yon prore truly heads and lights of your 
households, which, however, always stand undar their faith- 
ful head, your King; see that you may bring your help- 
mates to true conduct and fear of God through your own 
way of living, which you shall strive to make ever more 
faultless, more earnest and manly. 

XIY. Your children, you who have any, you shall 
endeavor with all your power to sacrifice to Me and to 
lead to Me. I shall give you in abundance, if you only 
inwardly keep dose to Me, wisdom, courage, understand- 
ing, bravery, and earnestness mingled with love, that you 
yourself may be able to live before them in the fear of 
God and that your training may be blessed — that is, in 
those who want to submit to My hand in and through Me. 
But those who scorn you and do not heed my voice in and 
through you and otherwise, shall have their blood come 
upon their own heads. But you shall never abandon hope 
but wrestile for them with earnest prayer, struggle, and 
toil, which are the pangs of spiritual birth. But if you 
neglect them through indifference, negligence, half-heart- 
edness, and laziness, then every such soul shall verily be 
demanded of such a father. 

XY. Do now your part as I command you from 
without and frequently inwardly through My Spirit; do 
not desist, just as I never cease to work on you my dis- 
obedient children; then you will abide in my grace and 
save your souls. And such women and children shall 
bear the fruits of their sins as do not want to bow them- 
selves under you and Me. I will henceforth no longer 
tolerate those grave offences among you and in your houses 
about which the world and the children of wrath and 
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disbelief have so much to say; but I have commanded 
the Spirit of Mj living breath, that He pass through all 
your houses and breathe upon every soul which does not 
wantonly close itself to Him. The dew of blessmg shall 
flow from the blessed head of your high priest and prince 
of peace upon every male head among you, and through 
them it shall flow upon and into your help-mates, and 
through both man and wife into the oflbpring and children, 
so that all your seed shall be acceptable, pure, and holy 
before the Lord, since He has nourished and will nourish 
the same among you. 

XYI. And none of your grown up children shall be 
permitted to attend your meetings, who have not previously 
received from their parents a good testimony according to 
the truth, not appearance, and without self-deception, as 
also from the Elders and leaders especially from the one 
who with his fellow workers has to watch over the training 
of the children, which is to be carried on with earnestness 
and love, but without all severity and harshness. This 
training is to be watched over with all earnestness; and 
should the parents be negligent and the case require it, 
so shall the latter be temporarily excluded [from the 
prayer-meetings] for their humiliation. 

XVII. Prove yonrselves as the people whom I have 
established for an eternal monument to Me, and whom I 
shall impress upon My heart as an eternal seal, so that 
the Spirit of My love may dwell upon you and within you, 
and work according to His desire. 

Xyni. And this is the word which the Lord speaks 
of these strangers who so often visit you and cause so 
much disturbance : None, whom you find to be a scoffer, 
hypocrite, mocker, sneerer, dmder, and unrepenting sinner. 
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shall you admit to your Community and prayer-meetings. 
Once for all they are to be excluded that my refreshing 
dew and the shadow of My Love be never prevented from 
manifesting themselves among you. But if some should 
come to you with honest intentions who are not knowingly 
scoffers, hyi>ocrites, and deriders, though it be one of those 
whom you call of the world, if he to your knowledge does 
not come with deceitful intentions, then you may wdl 
admit him. I shaU give you My faithful servants and 
witnesses especially the spirit of discriminaticm and give 
you an exact feeling, whether they are sincere and come 
with h(mest intentions <Hr otherwise. 

XIX. If they then desire to visit you more fre- 
quaitly, you shall first acquaint them with your rules and 
ask them whether they will submit to these rules and to 
the test of the Elders. And then you shall read to them 
My laws and commands, which I give unto you; and if 
you see that they are earnestly concerned about their souls, 
then you shall gladly receive the weak, and become weak 
with them for a while, that is, you fiball with them and 
for them repent and make their repentance your own. 
But if a scoffer or mocker declares that he repents, him 
you should only admit after considerable time and close 
scrutiny and examination of his conduct, if you find the 
latter to be righteous. For Satan will not cease to try 
to launch at you his fatal arrows through such people. 
Be therefore on your guard and watch that not the wolf 
come among you and scatter or even devour the sheep. 

XX. And those who pledge themselves with hand 
and month after the aforesaid manner to you shall make 
public profession before the Community and also make an 
open confession of their resolve, and I shall indeed show 
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yon if this latter comes from their hearts; the conduct 
of those yon shaU watch closely, whether they live accord- 
ing to their profession and promise or not, lest the dragon 
defile your garments with his drivel. 

XXI. (To the Elders.) Thus My Elder and his 
fellow-workers shall frequently visit the members of the 
Community and see how things are in their homes and 
how it stands about their hearts. I shall give to you my 
servant (E. L. Gruber) and to your Brothers keen eyes, 
if you only pray for it. And if you find that one is in 
uncalled sadness, or lives in negligence, impudence, bois- 
terousness, or the like, then you shall admonish him in 
love. If he repents you shall rejoice. But if after repeated 
admonition he does not mend his ways, then you shall 
put him to shame openly before the Community; and if 
even this does not help then you shall exclude him for a 
while. Yet I shall ever seek my sheep, those who are 
already excluded and those who in the future because 
of their own guilt must be excluded, and I shall ever try 
to lead them in their nothingness into my pasture. 

XXII. And to aU of you I still give this warning: 
Let none of you reject brotherly admonition and punish- 
ment, so that secret pride grows not like a poisonous thorn 
in such a member and torment and poison his whole heart. 

XXIII. You shall not form a habit of anything of 
the external exercises [forms of worship] and the duties 
committed to you, or I shall be compelled to forbid them* 
again; on the contrary, you shall make your meetings 
ever more fervent, more earnest, more zealous, in the true 
simple love towards each other, fervent and united in Me, 
the true Prince of Peace. 
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XXIY. This the members and brethren of the Com- 
mnnity shall sinoerely and honestly pledge with hand and 
month to my Elders, openly in the assembly^ after tfa^ 
have carefolly considered it, and it shall be kept sacred 
ever after. ^^ 
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TWENTY-ONE RULES FOR THE EXAMINATION OP 
OUR DAILY LIVES 

In the year 1715 Eberhard Ludwig Gmber pub- 
lished the ^^ Twenty-One Bnles for the Examination 
of Onr Daily Lives" for the benefit of his little band 
of followers. They constitute a fundamental ethical 
code rather than a basis of faith. At the same time 
they are an expression of the religious ideas of 
Pietism and True Inspiration. Having been hand- 
ed down from generation to generation they still 
endure in the Community as an ideal standard of 
conduct for all those who in their daily lives strive 
to keep the faith of the Urgrosseltern. 

I. Obey, without reascndng, God, and through God 
your superiors. 

IL Study quiet, or serenity, within and without. 

III. Within, to rule and master your thoughts. 

lY. Without, to avoid aU unnecessary wordi, and still 
to stady silence and quiet. 

y. Abandon self, with all its desires, knowledge and 
power. 

YI. Do not criticise others, either for good or evil, 
neither to judge nor to imitate them; therefore contain 
yoorself , remain at home, in the house and in your heart. 
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VII. Do not disturb your serenity or peace of mind 
— bence neither desire nor grieve. 

VIII. Live in love and pity toward your neighbor, 
and indulge neither anger nor impatience in your spirit. 

IX. Be honest, sincere, and avoid aU deceit and even 
secretiveneas. 

X. Count every word, thought, and work as done in 
the immediate presence of Qod, in sleeping and waking, 
eating, drinking, etc., and give Him at once an account of 
it, to see if all is done in His fear and love. 

XI. Be in all things sober, without levity or laughter ; 
and without vain and idle words, works, or thoughts ; much 
leas heedless or idle. 

XII. Never think or speak of Qod without the deepest 
reverence, fear, and love, and therefore deal rev»ently 
with all spiritual things. 

XIII. Bear all inner and outward sufferings in si- 
lence, complaining only to Qod; and accept all from Him 
in deepest reverence and obedience. 

XIV. Notice carefully aU that Qod permits to happen 
to you in your inner and outward life, in order that you 
may not fail to comprehend His will and to be led by it. 

XV. Have nothing to do with unholy and particularly 
with needless business affairs. 

XVI. Have no intercourse with wordly-minded men ; 
never seek their society; speak little with them, and never 
without need; and then not without fear and trembling. 

XVII. Therefore, what you have to do with such 
men do in haste; do not waste time in public places and 
worldly society, that you be not tempted and led away. 
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XVIII. Fly from the society of women-kind as mnch 
as possible, as a very highly dangerous magnet and magical 
fire. 

XIX. Avoid obeisance and the fear of men ; these 
are dangerous ways. 

XX. Dinners, weddings, feasts, avoid entirely; at 
the best there is sin. 

XXI. Constantly practice abstinence and temperance, 
80 that yon may be as wakeful after eating as before. 
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THE SPIRITUAL OEDEBS OB VEBSAMMTiUNGEN 

Spiritually the members of the Gommimity of 
Tme Inspiration (with the exception of the Elders 
who very natnraUy are in a class by themselves) 
are divided into three grades or orders (Versamm- 
lungen) which are in the main based npon age, the 
presumption being that Hie degree of piety in- 
creases with years of *' sincere repentance an4 striv- 
ing for salvation and deep humility of spirit" Bnt 
unfortunately years do not always bring the requi- 
site amount of ^^ heart resurrection and grace", and 
therefore it remains for the Great Council of the 
Brethren at the time of the yearly spiritual exam- 
ination ( Unterredung) to * ^ take out of the middle or- 
der here and there some who belong in the first, and 
out of the third order some who belong in Hie sec- 
ond, not according to favor and prejudice, but ac- 
cording to their grace and conduct." ^^^ 

"My Elder and his fellow-workers", reads the 
divine law and command, "shall frequently visit 
the members of the Community and see how things 
are in their homes and how it stands about their 
hearts." To the "shepherds of souls" the same 
divine law promised at the very beginning of the 
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New Commimity ^^keen eyes, .... the spirit 
of discrimination, and an exact feeling" to ascer- 
tain the spiritual state of the members of the Com- 
mnnity. 

The Versamtnlungen were originally established 
through Inspiration; and during the lifetime of the 
Werkzeuge the placing of the members was made 
with ^^great accuracy"; for then indeed ^^the Spirit 
of Inspiration penetrated into and laid bare those 
things which occurred in the most hidden comers 
of the heart" and all grading was accomplished 
without '^human consideration." 

The Versamtnhmgen are referred to as the 
First Versamtnlungy the Second or Middle Ver- 
sammlungf and the Third or Kinder Versamm- 
hmg. For convenience in conducting the Un- 
terredung the Versamtnlungen are subdivided into 
AhtheUungen, the number of which varies accord- 
ing to the inhabitants of the village. Beduction 
from a higher to a lower Versammlung is one of the 
Community's methods of discipline. It is compar- 
able to and quite as effective as the ^^ setting back 
in meeting" of the Amish Mennonites. Indeed, 
every religious community has devised some similar 
^^regulatiyr"; and such punishment seems always to 
have been sorrow enough for all but the most hard- 
ened sinner. Marriage in the Community being 
still deemed a f aU in spirituality, the newly married 
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I , — 



pair, ihongh belonging to the highest order, are re- 
dnced to the lowest order and compelled to work 
np through deepening piety — the length of time re- 
quired depending of course on the ^^ amount of 
grace" of the parties. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



XIV 

THE SPIRITUAL EXAMINATION OR 
UNTERREDUNG 

The practice of ascertaiiung the spiritual con- 
dition of the members of the Conminnity by a yearly 
examination (Vnterredung or Vntersuchung) is an 
ancient ceremony which is still observed, ** Confess 
your faults one to another**, reads the Epistle of 
James, *'and pray one for another that you may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much/' It is upon this scriptural in- 
junction that the spiritual examination of the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration is based. 

The Vnterredung is searching and thorough, 
including every man, woman, and child in the entire 
settiement of seven villages. It is conducted by the 
Krst Brethren, who examine the members by orders, 
that is, by Versammlungen. The Elders of one vil- 
lage are examined in the presence of Elders from 
other villages. Each member when examined is ex- 
pected to make ^'a public confession of his spiritual 
state''; and the Elders are admonished by divine 
command to watch closely their conduct to learn 
''whether they live according to their confession and 
promise." ^^ 
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The burden of the Unterredung formerly fell 
largely upon the Werkzeug. For naturally none of 
his fellow-workers, however spiritual, were so well 
fitted to ascertain whether each and every member 
of the Community spoke the whole truth in his con- 
fession. Under the date of April 28, 1833, it is 
recorded that at a personal examination that was 
ordered (by the Lord) at the Haag ** every member 
was examined by Brother Christian Metz.'' 

All of the details regarding assistance for the 
Werkzeug, the manner of holding the Unterredung, 
and the character of the examination were formerly 
arranged through Inspiration. In the Jdhrbuch for 
1851, in one of the Bezeugungen of Barbara Heine- 
mann, there are directions upon which were formu- 
lated the principle questions to be asked of each 
person at the time of the Unterredung. They 
follow closely the spirit of Gruber's questions of 
nearly a century and a half before and read: 

I. Soul what is thy purpoiet Why hast thou joined 
this Community t For what art thou longing and 
aeekingt 

n. How and in what manner hast thou recognised 
and found the work of mercy or of True Inspiration t In 
how far dost thou agree with the ways of sanctification 
and the testimonies through which I [the Lord] have 
hitherto led my servants and my Communityt 

IIL Art thou agreed in matters internal and external 
with the grace of common possession and the ways and 
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precepts thereof, not after the faults and disorders which 
creep in and intermingle through the weakness and dis- 
obedience of men, but after the sacred ordinances t And 
how art thou disposed to submit thy natural will and the 
inclination of thy heart h^iceforth to the workmgs of 
grace and spiritual training for the purification and sane- 
tification of thy soult ^^ 

The results of this personal examination were 
not always pleasing to the Werkzeug; and repeated- 
ly ** there occnrred a most earnest and urgent word 
in which the Lord expressed His sorrow and grief 
over the retrogression and decay after the period 
of grace, and especially over the carelessness and 
the unconcerned mode of living of the young people 
and also of many older ones/*^^* 

Sometimes the ^^ sorrow and grief of the Lord'' 
was occasioned by the ungodliness of a particular 
individual who was admonished with great freedom 
for the good of his soul. '^Self-will", said Barbara 
Heinemann under Inspiration to an eigenmdchtig 
Brother, *4s called one of the devils — and it will 
lead thee into hell .... it would have been 
better if thou hadst not deceived and hadst con- 
fessed and acknowledged that thou hadst acted fool- 
ishly, then the reproach against thee would have 
been removed.'' ^^ 

There is less in condemnation of particular sins 
and more in exhortation to holier living and to a 
more thorough consecration to Gk>d in the personal 
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criticisms given through Christian Metz, as seen in 
this admonition to an erring Sister: **0h, weep over 
your ill-spent squandered time I Esteem the grace 
of your Gk)d more highly and go out of yourself 
.... Strive for your salvation. Oh, make bet- 
ter use of your time; go forward with careful step 
and seek with tears for thy lost grace." To 
another Sister he says: ^'Oh that you were not 
given to the external and that your eyes were di- 
rected inward. Pray the Lord, the Gk)d of your 
salvation, pray with your whole heart and spirit, 
pray with fervent desire, pray with the whole power 
of your soul that He the mighty Creator may arouse 
you and create in you a new being. '^ ^^^ 

Sometimes the examination of a certain division 
was adjourned from day to day, owing to the fact 
that the Werhzeug was ** oppressed and anxious" 
because the members ^'did not really possess 
the deep foundations and experience in divine 
things." 211 

'^Oh ye souls", lamented Christian Metz in a 
Bezeugung on one occasion, ^'the salvation of Ood 
does not come unto you unless you hasten to meet 
it, that you may storm the kingdom of heaven, and 
that you may take the key of true knowledge, of 
pure grace, and unlock the door of the heart through 
prayer and beseeching, through sincere anxiety for 
your own and others' sake in order that the good 
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may be accomplished and that the house of Ood 
may be built and that there be no scoffing of the 
enemy . . . Therefore give heed how you serve 
the Lord for his eyes look upon you.^^ 

There is in addition to the Vnterredung (al- 
though in no way connected with it) a Conference of 
Elders, which is in a way a special examination of 
the spiritual condition of the Community and of the 
Elders themselves. This Conference is held every 
two years at Amana, and alternates with the Liebes- 
mahl. It is regarded as one of the most important 
spiritual meetings in the Community; for at this 
time not only is the spiritual welfare of the Com- 
munity most seriously considered, but the spiritual 
state of the Elders themselves is freely discussed 
and all their differences, disagreements, and misun- 
derstandings frankly expressed and adjusted* 
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THE LOVEFEAST OR LIEBESMAHL 

The Unterredung with its attendant sanctifica- 

tion and purification is a preparation for the Liebes- 

mahl (Lovefeast) or celebration of the Lord's Sup- 

per^ which dates back as a Commnnity observance to 

the beginning of the eighteenth century and which 

has always been the most solemn religious ceremony 

observed by the Community. At the present time 

it is held once in every two years; but during the 

ministration of the Werkzeuge it took place ''not 

after human customs or decrees at stated times, 

but only after the will of the Lord has been re- 
vealed/' 2^2 

When important testimonies occurred during 
the progress of the Liebesmahl a full account of 
them, including ''how they are announced, ordered, 
and held by His word and witness'', was printed 
in a separate volume and distributed in the manner 
of the Bezeugungen. The account of the Liehes- 
mahl for 1855, appointed by the "gracious word 
and determination of the Lord through Brother 
Christian Metz", is prefaced in part with these 
words : 

The beginning and progress of it [the Liebesmahl] 
shall be like the previous one .... There will be 
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on this occasion humiliations and reirelations .... 
You shall choose and api>oint the day of Ascension as the 
opening of the first LiebesnuM [that is, of the first order], 
make ready then and cleanse aU your hearts .... 
of all sin and everything idle and useless, and cherish 
pious thoughts, so that you shall put down the flesh as 
you are commanded. ^^^ 

The Liebesmahl is observed by each Versamm- 
lung separately, beginning with the first and end- 
ing with the children. Moreover, the ceremony o£ 
foot-washing is observed at the Liebesmahl, but only 
by the highest spiritual orders. In this connection 
the thirteenth chapter of the Qospel according to 
St. John is read, and the Elder dwells at great 
length and with great impressiveness upon the les- 
son of humility taught by Jesns in the lowly service 
of foot-washing. 

** After the necessary preparations had been 
made'', runs an acconnt of a Liebesmahl held at 
Ebenezer in 1844, **and the membership of the three 
Communities — Mittel, Nieder, and Ober Ebenezer 
— had been, according to the grades of the Ver- 
sammlungen, divided into three Abtheilungen ex- 
clusive of the children, the first of these came, 158 
sonls in number, on Christmas Day at eight o'clock 
in the morning together in the hall at Mittel Eben- 
ezer." Then follows a very complete acconnt of 
the Lovef east which lasted two days and ended with 
the ceremony of foot-washing. **0n Snnday, De- 
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cember 29th, the second Liebesmahl^ at Mittel Eben- 
ezer, was celebrated to which the members of the 
second or middle Versammlung, 148 in nmnber, 
gathered themselves.'' This Lovefeast, being of a 
lower spiritual grade^ was a less elaborate affair 
than the first, lasted bnt one day, and was held 
without foot- washing. ^'The third Lovefeast was 
held a week later, on Sunday, January 5, 1845, at 
Mittel Ebenezer, and some 130 souls came together 
.... Thus, this Lovefeast likewise became in 
its further progress a day of blessed grace, although 
it had been gloomy and oppressive at first • • . 
On the following day a feast was spread to some 
fifty children.'* 2*^ 

Every phase of the Liebesmahl is functionated 
with the same thoroughness which is exhibited by 
the Community in every detail of its organization. 
This is manifest in Gottlieb Scheuner's account of 
the appointments made for the Liebesmahl of 1868. 

The entire membership, excluding the young people 
under fifteen, was divided into three classes according 
to the conviction and insight of the Brethren and the 
Werkzeug [Barbara Heinemami] ^^^ as to the spiritual 
state of the respective persons. Also the sarvants for the 
foot-washing, for the breaking of the bread and for the 
distribution of bread and wine, also those who were to 
wait at the supper as well as the singers and scribes had 
to be chosen and arranged .... The number of 
those who were to serve had to be determined in proi>or- 
tion to the great membership. Thus there were appointed 
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for the foot-washing at the first Lovef east 13 Brothers and 

12 Sisters .... For the second Lovefeast likewise 

13 Brothers and 14 Sisters from the first class .... 
For the breaking of the bread and the passing of the 
wine two times twelve Brethren were selected .... 
For the leading and the support of the singing 8 Brethren 
and 4 Sisters were chosen. Besides those many of the 
best singers among the Brethren and Sisters of their re- 
spective class were selected and joined to the leaders so 
that the whole choir consisted of 20, sometimes 22 persons, 
who in the afternoon during the meal had their place at 
a separate table in the middle of the hall. To write down 
the testimonies of the Lord those then being teachers at 
the different Communities were appointed, ^i^ 

The period of the Liebesmahl is still a very 
solemn and important occasion; but in the days of 
the Werkzeuge it was preeminently a time of great 
religious fervor, since the Lord was sure on such 
holy occasions to reveal Himself to the Cionmiunity; 
and so it behooved every individual to be spiritually 
prepared to receive **the divine message.^' 

One of the most interesting accounts is that of 
the last Liebesmahl held in Armenburg just before 
the departure of the divinely appointed committee 
for the divinely directed journey to America **to 
prepare a new home in the wilderness and establish 
a dwelling where there was none.*^ This account 
is given in full since it is typical and includes the 
ceremony of Renewing the Covenant : 
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The Elders of the Communities assembled for the 
announced discussion and for the Lovef east and the fare- 
well supper following it at Armenburg on August 27 
.... It was an important day and one on which 
the Lord revealed himself to the Conmiunity as a whole 
as well as to all the individuals who were present singly. 
In the afternoon when the work was ccnnpleted the Lord 
gave orders to hold the next morning, since it was on a 
Sunday, a general meeting for the whole community and 
to celebrate then in the afternoon the LiebesmaM. So all 
the Elders assembled again on Sunday afternoon when the 
Lord at once again sent His divine message while the hymn, 
heU^ger OeUt, kehr bet uns ein, was being sung. Among 
other things the message declared : ''You shall again unite 
for life and death in the spirit of divine childhood accord- 
ing to the will of the three times holy €K>d.'' And they 
[the Elders] were further admonished thus: ''You shall 
now, one after the other, give Me your hand as a pledge 
of faith, quietly for an outward sign.'' Th^ now passed 
the Werkzeug [Christian Metz] one by one and shook 
hands with him while he continued to speak: "Holy is 
My name and you shall be sanctified through it. Yes 
Amen I Thus you are baptized to be of one spirit through 
the one Spirit who is three-fold, that of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; and you are sprinkled with the 
blood of the new covenant. Oh, Jehovah is the God of 
your covenant, your Alpha and Omega, beginning, middle 
and end! . . . .'' After this holy outpouring of 
mercy (Onadenausftuss), the hymn which had been begun 
was finished, while the Werkzeug and all present were lying 
prostrate with their faces to the ground. Then they 
prayed and after a short silence the foot-washing was held 
while they sang the hymn, Haupt voU Blut und Wunden. 
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After this ceremony they sang the hymn Die 8ede Christi 
heil'ge mich during which the Werkzettg was again inspired, 
when bread and wine were brought and blessed by the Lord. 
While these were passed and partaken of th^ sang again 
Wohlauf, zum rechten Weinstock her and the chapter on 
the foot-washing was read. Thereupon they partook, after 
a silent pause, of their supper and then sang Wie woU 
hast du gelabet, and the Werkzeug was once more inspired 
and pronounced at the close of this holy and important act 
the song of praise which ended ''Now I have anew joined 
this holy tie of love with you, receive it and preserve it 
each of you in your heart as a holy pledge. Let this be 
the conclusion: I give to each soul which clings to Me 
as a bridegroom a kiss of love. This pertains to the soul 
which possesses My grace and strives for it early and late. 
To all of the members I shall be a confidential lover, to 
each one individually and again to all as a whole in the 
true enjc^yment of love.'* Then they closed this day of 
mercy and blessing with the hymn Nichts soil mich von 
Je$u trennen. ^^^ 
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XVI 
THE COMMUNITY CATECHISM 

The catechism published by the Commnmty of 
True Inspiration is in two separate parts or vol- 
umes — one for the instruction of the younger chil- 
dren {Jugend)y the other for the more mature youth 
{fiir die Glieder). ^^^ The former is similar to the 
catechisms of the orthodox Protestant churches of 
the world and contains, in addition to the usual ques- 
tions and answers regarding the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Ohost, and the Ten Commandments, sev- 
eral chapters under the general title of Denk- 
spriiche, zur Beherzigung fiir fromme Kinder, the 
Sittenregeln, and Das goldene A. B. C. eines from- 
men Kindes. Much time and attention are given 
in the schools to this little volume, and most of its 
ninety-six pages are committed to memory. 

The second volume of the catechism is also writ- 
ten in the form of questions and answers, but deals 
more with a discussion of the fundamental principles 
of the religion of the Community. It is divided in 
the main into three parts: Die erste Oekonomie 
deals with the time of the Prophets; Die zweite 
Oekonomie with the time of the Apostles; and Die 
dritte Oekonomie is entitled Das Qnadenwerk der 
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Inspiration and deals particnlarly with the uniqne 
doctrines of the Commnnity with numerous refer- 
ences to the Old and New Testament by way of cor- 
roboration. 

The imprint of the latest edition of the cate- 
chism is 1905; but the spirit of this Catechetischer 
VnterHcht von der Lehre des Heils is the spirit of 
the ** heroes of faith ^' who founded the New Spirit- 
ual Economy in the early part of the eighteenth 
century. 

The following scattered quotations from Das 
Gnadenwerk der Inspiration set forth some of the 
fundamentals of the belief which has so long held 
the pious Inspirationists together in the fellowship 
of mutual service: 

When did the work of Inspiration begin in the later 
times? 

About the end of the seventeenth and beginning of 
the eighteenth century. About this time the Lord began 
the gracious work of Inspiration in several countries 
through these new messengers of peace, and declared a 
divine sentence of punishment against the fallen Christian 
world. 

What were these Instruments or Messengers called t 
Inspired or new prophets. They were the living trum- 
pets of Gk)d, which shook the whole of Christendom, and 
awakened many out of their sleep of security. 

What is the word of Inspiration t 
It is the prophetic word of the New Testament, or the 
Spirit of Prophecy in the new dispensation. 
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"Wliat properties and eharacteristics of divine origin 
has this Inspirationt 

It is accomplished by a divine power, and reveals tiie 
secrets of the heart and ccmscience in a way which only 
the all-knowing and soul-penetrating Spirit of Jesns has 
power to do; it opens the ways of love and gracCy of the 
holiness and justice of €K>d; and these revdations and 
declarations are in their proper time accuratdy fulfilled. 

Through whom is the Spirit thus poured outt 
Through the vessels of grace, or Werkzeuge, chosen 
and fitted by the Lord. 

How must these Werkzeuge be qualified t 
Th^ must conform themselves in humility and child- 
like obedience to all the motions and directions of God 
within them; without care for self or fear of men, they 
must walk in the fear of Ood and with attentive watch- 
fulness for the inner signs of his leading; and they must 
subject themselves in every way to the discipline of the 
Spirit 

Upon what is the Constitution of the Communities of 
True Inspiration founded t 

Upon the divine revelations of the Old and New Testa- 
ments together with divine directions, precepts, and reve- 
lations in general and in particular given through the word 
of True Inspiration. 

Through whom are the divine laws and ordinances 
administered in the Conmiunitiest 

Through the Elders and Wardens api>ointed by the 
Lord. 
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In what do the duties of these consistt 

Every Warden or Elder of the Commnnity is, in 
eonseqnence of his calling bestowed npon him by Gk>d9 
in dnty bound to promote the temporal as well as the 
spiritual welfare of the Community after the measure of 
grace given to him, in which, however, the spirit of Proph- 
ecy renders the true and valid decision in difficult and 
important cases. 

Is it therefore of great importance to fuUSll the calling 
of a shepherd of soulst 

It is indeed a precious duty that he with the k^s 
entrusted to him unlock the kingdom of heaven, not close 
it, and that he be a guide for his flock and a true follower of 
his Lord and Master. He furthermore must use the word 
of admonition, rebuke, and instruction with divine love 
and earnestness, so that he may justly and wisely censure 
and punish the fallen ones, cast out the wicked and impure 
from the Community, and also receive those who repented 
again at the proper time. I Timothy, 4: 12, 16. II Tim- 
othy 2: 15, 24-26, 1 Peter 5:1-4. 

What is necessary for thist 

An ample measure of divine enlightenment and dis- 
crimination. 

Is this constitution supported by the Scriptures t 
Yes. The first Christian Communities at the time of 

the Apostles had the same arrangement and constitution. 

Paul addressed to the Elders of the Community of Ephesus 

these earnest and important words: 

''Wherefore I take you to record this day that I am 

pure from the blood of all men. 
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''For I have not shnimed to declare unto you all the 
counsel of Ood. 

''Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock over which the Holy Ohost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the church of Qod, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood." Acts 20:26-28. 

Is the divine power to bind and to loosen which ac- 
cording to Matthew 16 : 19 was entrusted to the apostle 
Peter valid for the Elders of the Communities of True 
Inspiration? 

It is given to all Teachers and Wardens of the Com- 
munity of the faithful called by our Lord Jesus Christ 
through his Holy Spirit, who exercise the power of their 
divine calling and divine power given to them without 
abuse of the Flock and Community entrusted to thenL 

What are the duties of the members of the Community 
of True Inspiration! 

A pure and upright life in the fear of Qod, sincere 
love and affection for their fellow members, and childlike 
obedience towards Qod and their superiors. Psl. 15 : 2-18, 
24. Phil. 1:27. Col. 1:10. I Thes. 2:12. I Timothy 
5:17. I Peter 1:15, 17. Hebr. 13 : 17, 18. Jak. 3 : 13, etc. 

Will there be any distinction between the pious in the 
life to comef 

Yes; for the Apostle says: "There is one ^ory of 
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars; for one star differeth from another star in 
glory." I Cor. 15: 41. But blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord, though they will differ in the degree of their 
sanctification as our Lord Jesus spoke: "In my Father's 
house are many mansions." Joh. 14:2. 
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Is there accordingly for the damned, who go to the 
fire of Ck)d'8 wrath, also still a redemption to be hox>ed 
fort 

Yes; for the word ''eternal** or ''eternity" has still 
its limitation. Since according to the wise will of Qod the 
fallea man Adam and with him the whole race of his 
descendants, groaning nnder the curse of sin, was to be 
brought back to (Jod, the saving and redeeming power of 
the blood and death of Jesus Christ ext^ids over all fallen 
spirits of the visible and invisible world and brings them 
after the lapse of many eternities again back to their origin, 
that is, to Gk)d. (Joh. 12:32.) Sin was not from ever- 
lasting, therefore it does not remain unto everlasting; it 
had a beginning, and therefore will have an end. 

"What does the Lord demand of each soul that desires 
admission to the Community of True Inspiration and wishes 
to continue and endure in the samet 

Thorough repentance and change of heart; the belief 
in Jesus Christ; a sincere striving for purification and 
sanctification ; pure love of Gk>d and the brethren. Joh. 
13:34-35. 

But if hidden sins and abominations occur in the Com- 
munity whereby a curse comes over it, can these be cast 
outt 

As long as they are hidden the matter lies between God 
and the soul; if the correcting grace of God can punish 
the soul therein, so that it repents and casts out the evil, 
so does the Lord not lay open its transgressions; then the 
soul says: "Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whithar shall I fiee from thy presence? If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me,** etc. Ps. 139: 
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7-12. Jty however, ia this maimer the soul cannot be 
brought to repent and mend its ways, then it is dealt with, 
after its sins have been revealed according to the direction 
of the Lord. Matthew 18: 15-17. And if this too should 
be of no avail, it is expelled from the Community. 

Is such a person, that must be expelled because of 
sin and disobedience and does not later repent, also ex- 
cluded from the heavenly kingdcnnt 

If all has occurred after the ordinance and will of 
Qody this exclusion remains in force, and its effect extends 
into eternity, according to the words of our Savior: ''Who- 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.'* Joh. 20: 23. 

Are those who have repented of their sins again ad- 
mitted t 

Yes; in order that the wealth of Jesus Christ and his 
compassion for that which was lost and has been found 
again, may become known. . . . 

But there are also hypocrites, who preserve the appear- 
ance of godliness and whose heart and conscience never- 
theless are full of filth and abomination ; what becomes of 
thoset 

Such cannot carry on their deception forever, for Qod 
is the judge of the Community, who also brings to light 
what is hidden, but everything at his own time. Judas 
also, who betrayed the Lord, was among the small number 
of the disciples; however, he could not remain and came 
to a terrible end. 

How is the Supper and Lovefeast of our Lord and 
Savior celebrated in the Communities of Tme Inspiration t 



Digitized by 



Google 



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 301 

Not after human customs or decrees at stated times, 
but only after the will of the Lord has been revealed is it 
celebrated such as Jesus Christ established it, and with the 
necessary tests and preparations whereby the grace of God 
flows in abundant measure into the hearts of those as- 
sembled. 

What is and ever remains thereby the chief essential 
in this respect for the Communities of True Inspiration! 

The partaking of the inner (spiritual) Lovefeast. Joh. 
6:54. 

Is there any religious faith which alone of all leads to 
salvation, or has the Community of True Inspiration rep- 
resented itself as such or claimed to be sucht 

No. The invisible or spiritual body of Jesus Christ 
consists of all the true followers and worshippers of God 
in spirit and in truth, and those may be found among 
all Christian people and denominations although hidden 
and unknown to the natural eye. Acts 10: 35. [''But in 
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.''] 

What does it mean to worship the flesh and to bear 
its markt 

It is the earthly and false teaching of reason among the 
Christians which in its falsely famous art has risen above 
all which is divine, for it seats itself in the temple of 
Qod and says, I am GKkL ''Littie children, it is the last 
time; and as ye have heard that anti-christ shall come, 
even now are there many anti-christs; whereby we know 
that it is the last time." I John 2: 18. Revelations 14: 
11-12. 
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What farthermore are charactenstica of the fleshf 
Many other things. Beholdl test and examine your- 
self , whether yon do not even now bear them in and cm yon 
in subtle form. The great security of the flesh, pride and 
vain dresSy the empty honor of the flesh and self-wiU, the 
earthly unjust gain, not to mention the great vices and 
terrible wickedness, at which heaven and earth shudders 
and prepares itself for a great judgment. 

Whither go the souls of the ungodly, of the uncon- 
verted and persistently unrepenting after their death T 

To hell, to the place of unspeakable torment, of eternal 
darkness and imprisonment, to the devil and prince of 
darkness, where there will be howling and gnashing of 
teeth. And the smoke of their torment wiU rise from 
eternity to eternity. Revelations 14:11. 

Why is baptism through water not observed among usT 
Since baptism by water is only external and hence 
not essential for salvation, so has God exempted us from 
its observance and directed us to the baptism by fire and 
by the spirit, through which alone we can become children 
of Ood. 

Has our Lord Jesus Christ commanded the baptism 
of children? 

No. We find nothing concerning it in the Scriptures. 
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THE PSALMS AND HYMNS OP THE COMMUNITY 

An old collection of psalms of more than nine 
hundred pages written by Dr. Johann W. Peterson 
in the seventeenth century is sometimes read by in- 
dividuals in the Community of True Inspiration. 
But the hymn book (Psalter-Spiel) in regular use in 
the Community to-day is a volume of twelve hundred 
and eighty-five pages with the unique title : ** Psalms 
after the Manner of David, for the Children of Zion: 
or a Collection of Old and Newly Selected Spiritual 
Songs, Brought Together with Zeal for the Blessed 
Use of All Souls Desirous of Salvation, and Suck- 
lings of Wisdom; but Particularly for the Congrega- 
tion of the Lord.^^ 

In the table of contents the hymns are grouped 
under fifty-seven subject headings, of which the fol- 
lowing are characteristic : 

Of Longizig after God and Christ 76 hymns 

Of Spiritual Battle and Victory 61 hymns 

Of Denial of Self and the World 51 hymns 

Of Suffering and Temptation 41 hymns 

Of Christian Living and Conduct 42 hymns 

Of True Bepentance, Conversion, and Change of 

Heart 38 hymns 

Of Patience and Perseverance 26 hymns 

Of Human Misery and Great Wretchedness 26 hymns 
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The last one hundred and eleven pages of the 
PscUter-Spiel are music. The hymns themselves are 
printed as prose, two columns to a page, the verses 
being numbered consecutively. To add to their ef- 
fectiveness certain hymns are written in the form 
of acrostics, the initial letters spelling out such ad- 
monition as: ** Strive with fear and trembling that 
ye may be saved '^ or **To love Jesus is much better 
than to know everything. ^^ 

The following hymn, which is based upon the 
Twenty-third Psalm is illustrative of the 1167 num- 
bers which are included in the Psalter-Spiel : 

The Lord is my faithful shepherd. He keeps me in 
his fold, where I shall not want for anything good. He 
gives me pasture without ceasing, where grows the succu- 
lent grass of his word. 

To the pure waters he leads me that I may refresh 
myself, that is his joyous holy Spirit, which makes me of 
good cheer. He leads me without ceasing on the path of 
his commandments for his name's sake. 

Though I wander through the dark valley, I fear 
neither misfortune, persecution, suffering and sorrow, nor 
the evil malice of this world. For Thou art ever with 
me, Thy staff and support console me, on Thy word I lean. 

Thou dost spread a table for me before all mine 
enemies, and makest bold and glad my heart, annoint'st 
my head with Thy holy spirit, the oil of joy, and fillest 
my soul with Thy divine joys. 

Kindness and compassion attend me in my life, I 
shall ever remain in the house of the Lord, on earth in 
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his holy Commimilyy and after death I shall be with Christ, 
my master, ^i^ 

Here and there ihroughont the volume certain 
verses are marked with a star and are recommended 
to the members of the Commmiity as prayers. The 
following verses illustrate the simple dignity and 
supreme faith pervading the Psalter-Spiel: 

Oh be then merciful to me, thoa great God, according 
to thy great kindness. Free me trcm the distress of sin, 
which fills my heart, soul, and mind, that I am sad and 
despairing, as the sin gnaws at my being. 

Hold and beckon when I am sinking, and help me in 
my weakness. Ward off whatever ensnares me and drags 
me down to earth. When I am aboat to fall let me hear 
thy word. Blessed he who flees from sin. 

Oh Holy Trinity, lead me entirely away from earthly 
things, direct my whole physical and spiritual being to- 
ward the course of eternity. Unite me with thee, and let 
me be here one with thee that I may also be with thee 
there in eternal glory. Oh Holy Trinity. 

Oh Jesus, thou alone shalt be my one and all; test 

and try my earnestness; rid me of all hypocrisy; see 

whether I am on an evil treacherous path, and lead me, 

thou on high, in thine eternal ways. Grant unto me the 

grace to regard all else for naught, but the winning of 
Jesus. 220 

Many of the Commmiity hynms were written 
by the Werkzeuge and their Scribes. The appended 
initials ^^J. F. E.'', *^E. L. Gr.'', and ^^J. A. Gr.'' 
are a constant reminder of the ** heroes of faith'' of 
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the early part of the eighteenth century. In the 
New Community much hynm writing was done by 
Christian Metz. Some of his beautiful hynms are 
found in the Psalter-Spiel and many more in his 
Tagebucher. When some misfortune had befallen 
the Community, or some great good had been be- 
stowedy Christian Metz was wont to point a moral 
in song. On one occasion, owing to the carelessness 
of the shepherd, a number of sheep were killed by 
dogs; whereupon Christian Metz recorded the fol- 
lowing verses in his Tagebuch: 

1. Ten of our sheep have been torn and a number of 
others have been wounded, the shepherd was not with his 
flock and slept in a lazy and secure manner. Is not this 
indeed the way of the hirelmg, if one does not gaard the 
flock t 

2. The dogs of hell are never asleep, they break forth 
in the dark of night and Qod permits us to be punished 
whenever we are not on our gaard. The shepherd must not 
leave his charge and must ever watch over his sheep. 221 

On another occasion after a fearful storm last- 
ing all night Christian Metz wrote a hynm of many 
stanzas which reads in part : 

When the darkness of night has gone by and the 
morning red breaks forth, when I have gone through hours 
of anxiety, then I raise my song of thanks. Wh^i my God 
brought upon me terror and the danger has gone by, then 
I will bring offerings of thanks and sing with mighty 
voice. 
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Qod is terrible and yet glorious, man, beast, hill and 
valley tremble and fall. Oh Lord where was I when I saw 
thy thunderbolt? Thou art ruler of all the world, who- 
soever dares to resist thee, thou crushest to dust, blessed is 
he to whom thou art merciful. 222 

But the real Christian Metz, whose religious 
zeal and devotion made possible iu so large a meas- 
ure the Community of to-day and whose beautiful 
spirit still lives at Amana, is best reflected in such 
hynms (and there are many) as The Evening Song : 

1. Oft I consider what I am — a fragile thing, an 
atom of dust. The best years of my life are gone. Oh 
grant me Lord what I have believed. 

2. I believe that my Savior lives. He does not desert 
me at the hour of death, when I lift up my heart to Him 
and call upon Him in my distress. 

3. This day, too, has passed away, darkness now 
breaks forth. Be thou, oh Christ, ever near me. Grant 
me the light of grace. ^^^ 
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THE RELIGIOUS SERVICES OP THE COMMUNITY 

The religions services of the Commmiity of 
True Inspiration are numerous but extremely sim- 
ple. There are prayer-meetings every evening by 
neighborhood groups in rooms set apart for the pur- 
pose ; there is a meeting by orders {VersamnUungen) 
on Wednesday and Sunday mornings, and sometimes 
in the afternoons; and there are general meetings 
from time to time on Saturday morning and on Sun- 
day afternoon. Thus, there are in the Community 
eleven services a week exclusive of observances of 
special religious holidays. 

The stranger in the Amana villages would have 
some difficulty in finding the church buildings, unless 
perhaps his attention were challenged by their inor- 
dinate length; for the Amana church is no ** steeple 
house ^^ but simply a series of rooms made necessary 
by the fact that in the larger villages the men and 
women of the third spiritual order meet separately 
on Sunday morning, when four services are conduct- 
ed simultaneously. The general meetings on Satur- 
day morning and Sunday afternoon are held in a 
large assembly room of the church. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 311 

Until they become of age the children meet for 

Snnday morning worship with the lowest spiritual 

order — the girls with the women, the boys with the 

men. On reaching their majority, if they possess 

the requisite piety, they may in time be advanced to 

the highest spiritual order. A few members there 

are who never get beyond the Kinder-Versammlung ; 

and so fathers and mothers and little children are 

sometimes found in the same Versammlung. But 

if parents would possess the highest respect of their 

own children as well as that of their Brothers and 

Sisters in the Community, it behooves them to heed 

the admonition of Paul that reads: **Set your 

affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth.'' 224 

Formerly attendance upon all of the religious 
services was compulsory, and the failure to attend a 
single meeting without good cause was the occasion 
of reprimand or punishment. But time and prox- 
imity to the world have brought about many modifi- 
cations of the old rules and regulations; and so 
to-day if the young people signify their continued 
loyalty to the Community by attending services a 
reasonable number of times during the week and 
once on Sunday **the Elders are content.'* The 
youth who distinguish themselves through too num- 
erous absences from the common evening prayer are 
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still smnmoned before the daily Council of the 
Brethren and admonished earnestly. 

Prohibiting members from attending the regu- 
lar Community prayer-meetings has always been a 
mode of punishing the unruly. The term of punish- 
ment varies from one week to one year according 
to the gravity of the offence. The worldly may 
smile at the penalty, but it is effective in the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration. ^^ 

The interior of the Amana meeting-house is 
marked by its plainness. The whitewashed walls, 
the bare floors, and the long unpainted benches worn 
smooth with much use and frequent scrubbings, all 
bespeak the character of the service which is simple, 
sincere, and deeply impressive. There is a serious 
effort to eliminate everything that might tend to 
divert the mind from the fear of the Lord. It is the 
exhibition of pride and vanity in church ardiitecture 
and church furniture in the world that, according to 
the Inspirationist, causes the loss of what he regards 
as the true spirit of religion. 

There is no pulpit, but instead a plain table 
where the presiding Elder sits. On either side of 
him, facing the congregation, is seated a row of 
Elders who possess the necessary ^^ measure of en- 
lightenment and discrimination" to ** fulfil the call- 
ing of the shepherd of souls." 
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In the general meeting the men sit on one side 
of the church and the women on the other, both 
groups according to age and spiritual ranks — the 
yoxmgsters on the front benches under the watchful 
eye of the Elders, the older members behind. Each 
member of the congregation from little Wilhelm and 
Johanna to the presiding Elder comes armed with a 
Bible and a copy of the ponderous Psalter-Spiel in 
a pasteboard case. 

The service begins with silent prayer. Away 
back in the seventeenth century a Pietist ancestor 
wrote: ** Prayer is a state of feeling rather than 
an act, a sentiment rather than a request, a con- 
tinued sense of submission, which breathes moment 
by moment from the serene depths of the soul.'^ 
For this and similar heresies the devout Pietist was 
** severely denounced by the authorities of the ortho- 
dox church and banished by the Court.** The 
** authorities" and the ** court*' were forgotten three 
centuries ago; but that simple definition of prayer 
still lives, and expresses most aptly the Inspira- 
tionist's idea of the prayerful attitude. 

After the prayer ** unhindered by words**, the 
presiding Elder announces a hymn, of which the con- 
gregation usually sing five or six verses and the 
Elder reads the remaining eighteen or twenty. The 
singing is done in a rather melancholy minor key. 
It is wholly unlike the church music of the worlds 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



314 COMMUNITY OF TEUB INSPIRATION 

and is quite remarkable, in the absence of all aceom- 
panimenty for its nnison. The music of the Psalter- 
Spiel seems to be a qnaint and altogether charming 
blending of the Gregorian chant and the old Luth- 
eran hymn tunes, in which the deep and often trem- 
ulous notes of the First Brethren seem to be as 
essential a part as the clear strong voices of the 
youth. Sometimes the hymn is droned out line by 
line following the reading thereof by the presiding 
Elder. 

There is no instrumental accompaniment, for all 
musical instruments are regarded, if not as in the 
mind of the Mennonite as absolute inventions of the 
•devil, at least as diverting the soul from the ways 
of the Lord and hence are forbidden — not only in 
the meeting-houses but in the homes as well. For 
the Inspirationists say: **We are a church all the 
time, even in our homes.** 

After the hymn the presiding Elder reads some 
passages from the Bezeugungen — sometimes from 
those of the blessed time of the Awakening, some- 
times from the more recent Aussprachen of Chris- 
tian Metz and Barbara Heinemann, and always those 
most appropriate to the time and season. Most of 
to-day's trials and vexations, problems, and policies 
have had their counterpart in the earlier history of 
the Community; and there is in consequence much 
helpful admonition and guidance in the ^^ rebukes 
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and punishments "y ^^the affirmation and direction ", 
**the decisive word'^ and the ** severe testimony of 
the Lord'' as given through His chosen Werkzeuge. 
Following the reading of a Bezeugung comes a 
prayer, which varies with the nature of the meeting. 
Sometimes the Elders pray extemporaneously in the 
manner of the minister of the world. More often 
they repeat a prayer, ** given through the spirit of 
Gk)d'' in some recorded Aussprache. Again the en- 
tire congregation takes part in the prayer in the 
manner of the evening prayer-meeting, when the 
members in the order of their spiritual rank — the 
men first, the women last — repeat a short prayer. 
In divided meetings all pray in the order in which 
they happen to be seated. The custom of using 
chosen supplicatory verses of the more devotional 
hymns of the Psalter-Spiel as prayers is beautiful 
in practice and obviates the lame and halting at- 
tempts at extemporaneous prayer. They are simple, 
dignified, deeply devotional in spirit, and are re- 
peated with an impressive earnestness. After each 
in turn has repeated his little prayer, some Brother 
or Sister prays the Glauhen and the presiding Elder 
responds with an extemporaneous prayer which al- 
ways closes with the Lord's Prayer. During prayer 
the members kneel, resting their forearms on the 
benches. 
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Then the Bibles are drawn from their paste- 
board cases and the presiding Elder announces the 
chapter for the morning's lesson, which is read verse 
by verse by the members of the congregation — the 
men first, and then the women. The Elders make 
brief explanations of the more difficult passages as 
well as instructive remarks appropriate to the time. 
Absolute faith in the letter of the Scriptures and 
positive obedience to the injunctions therein record- 
ed are taken for granted. Into the minds of these 
people the question of the inspiration ad literatim of 
the Bible has not seemed to enter. 

There is no sermon, but instead brief addresses 
or exhortations by all of the Elders present ^^ 
upon the supreme necessity of being clothed 
with the spirit of meekness and humility, and 
the absolute requisition of thorough consecra- 
tion to God. Sometimes the address is admonitory 
in the manner of the Bezeugungen^ in which the 
Elder protests against the tendency of some of the 
Sisters to relax a little in their strictness as to dress. 
He gives a **word of solemn warning'* to the Broth- 
ers who 'Hhink and strive more for material pros- 
perity and success than for divine things'* or **have 
not been led into the deep paths of spiritual life." 
He reminds them that 'Hhe true harmony of spirit 
can be obtained only through genuine humility of 
heart and subjection of one to the other." He be- 
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seeches the young people to offer their ** young 
hearts wholly and undividedly to the Lord'', to keep 
apart from the world and shun the ways of the 
unregenerate, and to remember that if one can get 
rid of wilfulness and selfishness in this world there 
is just so much done for heaven. He also admon- 
ishes them to be loyal and devoted members of the 
Community, and points out the advantages of the 
Community over the world as a school of prepara- 
tion for the life to come. 

The religious assemblies of the Community are 
not attended by excitement, as are the meetings of 
the Shakers, who dance *'as David danced before 
the Lord." In truth the members are admonished 
to **sit quietly and with collected mind at the meet- 
ing." Nor is there any attempt at rhetorical effect 
or eloquence on the part of the Elders. The service 
is dignified and breathes throughout a reverent and 
devout spirit. There is a sincere effort to eliminate 
all that is formal and bound to the letter. *'True 
Christianity", said Christian Metz in his Tagebuch, 
**will ever remain a secret to him who practices only 
the empty form. Genuine Christianity is so humble, 
so lowly, and so simple that the child's mind com- 
prehends it." 

So zealously has the Community guarded 
against perfunctory reUgious service that meetings 
were often suspended as late as 1879 because of 
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'^the grave indifference on the part of the growing 
girls", ^^the indolence and lethargy of the older 
Sisters '', or the insincere manner in which the open- 
ing hymn was snng, ^Vhich caused a withdrawal 
of the divine grace and despoiled the Community of 
the blessing intended for if Nor were the meet- 
ings resumed until a new repentance and self -finding 
came over the members of the Community. 

A hymn is sung in closing; the presiding Elder 
pronounces a benediction; and the congregation 
quietly files out of the church. If it chances to be 
a general meeting the women all leave the church 
by one exit and the men by another. This no doubt 
is calculated to prevent ^^ silly conversation and 
trifling conduct." There are no greetings, no good- 
byes, no visiting on the steps of the church — noth- 
ing in fact that would tend to lessen the solemnity 
of the occasion. 

The religious service which is held upon the 
death of a member is conducted in the church. The 
body, however, remains in the home. The service is 
the regular church service with the lesson drawn 
from the life and death of the departed Brother or 
Sister. The Werkzeuge often **fell into Inspira- 
tion" on such an occasion. After the service the 
entire congregation, including the children, are per- 
mitted to go to the home to view the remains. Then 
the plain casket is placed in a light open wagon and 
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the little procession proceeds on foot down the flow- 
er-bordered street to the cemetery. At the side of 
the wagon or behind it are the pall-bearers, the fam- 
ily of the deceased, and the relatives, who are fol- 
lowed by the Elders, the school children accompanied 
by their teacher, and the members of the Commnnity. 
There is no service at the grave save a silent prayer 
offered by the entire congregation with bowed heads 
as the body is lowered into the earth. 

There is no outward mourning for the dead. 
Indeed, the faith of the Community teaches that 
death is but **the blessed release of the spirit*' from 
the pain and suffering, the sorrow and trouble which 
is the lot of man during his '^pilgrimage on earth.'' 
The unencumbered spirit passes beyond into '*a 
blissful eternity" where other souls will join it as 
they in turn are **freed of their burdens." 
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BROTHERS ALL AS GOD'S CHILDREN 

Amana's simple doctrine of ^'Brothers all as 
Gkxi's children" is maintained even in death. In 
the cemetery there are no family lots, no monuments. 
The departed members of each village are buried 
side by side in the order of their death in rows of 
military precision, regardless of birth, family, or 
spiritual rank. The graves are marked by a low 
stone or white painted head-board with only the 
name and Todestag on the side facing the grave. 

** Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
Brethren to dwell together in unity '^ quoted Gruber 
to his little congregation two centuries ago. Elo- 
quently the simple, silent, clover-scented Amana 
cemetery with its incense-breathing hedge of cedar 
speaks of the many sacrifices of personal ambition, 
of material prosperity, and of individual pleasures 
dear to the human heart made and sufiFered by those 
who have endeavored treu zu hleiben and to live to- 
gether in unity. In the center of that quiet solemn 
place the men whose wealth made possible the estab- 
lishment of the new home in the West sleep beside 
their Brothers who had naught to give to the Com- 
munity save the labor of their hands. And beyond. 
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resting beside the least among them, lies the great- 
hearted Christian Metz, whose head-stone reads sim- 
ply: CHEISTIANMETZ24JXJLI1867. The rest 
— the loving tribnte of his followers — is graven 
upon the heart of every member of the Commnnity. 

A generation has passed sinoe ^^that mighty 
heart was stilled/' And as the ranks of ^^ the still 
living witnesses'' are gradually being thinned the 
question arises : What of the f uture, with continued 
material prosperity and ^^no religious struggles and 
trials for freedom of conscience sake"t It would 
be almost too much to hope, at least to expect, that 
the distinctive life which has thus far characterized 
the Community of True Inspiration will be immuta- 
ble and remain unaffected by the intense worldly 
influences from without. And yet the Inspirationist 
would say that the ** Lord's holy purpose and will" 
are often ^ ^hidden for a long time. ' ' Three quarters 
of a century after the death of the ^ ^beloved saint- 
ed Bro. Joh. Pried. Bock" the **New Era" was 
brought about by the Lord ^^in a strange and unex- 
pected manner." 

There are in the Community to-day, in spite of 
the '^peaceful external state", many exceptionally 
spiritual young men and women — worthy sons and 
daughters of True Inspiration — who are earnestly 
and sincerely striving to preserve the dignity, the 
simplicity, and withal the spiritual devotion of the 
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Urgrosseltem. Who knows bnt that even now the 
Lord has taken into his ^^immediate training and 
preparation'' some recipient of His mercy who will 
in time annonnce His word as before ^^much to 
the wonder and surprise, bnt also for the assurance 
and strengthening of the faith'' of a Newer Spirit- 
ual Economy. 

Were Amana simply an experiment in com- 
munism one might venture an opinion as to its per- 
manency. But the real Amana, be it remembered, 
is Amana the Ohurch — Amana the Community of 
True Inspiration. The history of mankind teaches 
that ^'religion often makes practicable that which 
were else impossible, and divine love triumphs when 
human science is baffled." ^^ 
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NOTES AND REFERENCES 

CHAPTEB I 

^ German Mysticism had a very definite following as 
early as the time of Thomas k Eempis and Johannes Tauler 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The most noted 
exponent of German Mysticism was, perhaps, Jacob Bohme, 
who preached the doctrine of the ^'inward light'' at the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. — For a brief account 
of Mysticism and Pietism, see Perkins and Wick's History 
of the Amana Society, pp. 2-9. 

2 November 16, 1714, is regarded by the members as 
the birthday of the Community. On the evening of that 
day Eberhard Ludwig Gruber, Johann Adam Gruber, 
Johann Friedrich Rock, Johann Tobias Pott, Johanna Mel- 
chior, and Ctottfried Neumann joined together for the or- 
ganization of a new sect based upon a belief in the ''Spirit 
of Prophecy" as ''poured out through vessels of grace or 
Werkzeuge (Instruments) chosen and filled by the Lord." 
The duties and responsibilities of the Werkzeuge are dis- 
cussed in the chapter on Religion. — See above Part III, p. 
235. 

Cf. (Gottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Oriindung der Oebets-Versammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 
13. 

^ Philipp Jacob Spener was a German Lutheran clergy- 
man who rebelled against the "cold faith of the seventeenth 
eentury" and organized and held weekly religious meet- 
ings at his own home which came to be known as "Collegia 
Pietatis." He gathered about him great numbers of pious 
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and enthusiastic foUowers. In 1675 he published a vol- 
ume entitled Pia Deiideria, which was a plea for aim- 
plicily in the church. He denounced ''all mixture of 
philosophy and human science with divine wisdom'' and 
urged ''the perusal and study of the H0I7 Scriptures." 
Spener died in the year 1705, and the reform movement 
declined. Here and there, however, little groups of "out- 
casts from the church'' continued their sitting-room meet- 
ings, and it was among these in the last quarter of the 
seventeenth century that "Ood in his mercy caused a 
spiritual wind to blow, soothed the troubled souls in their 
affliction, and raised up in their midst perscms who were 
inspired." — See Gottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Berickt 
von der Oriindung der Oehets-Versammlungen und Gemein- 
den, p. 7. 

Cf. also Perkins and Wick's History of ihe Amana 
Society, p. 6. 

^Eberiiard Ludwig Qruber's Kennzeichen der Oott- 
Uchkeit der Wahren Inspiration. In this essay Oruber 
discusses at length the "divine origin of the old and the 
new revelations." 

* Eberhard Ludwig Qruber's Bericht von der Inspira- 
tionS'Sache. This work was published in February, 1715. 

At the beginning of the year 1715 there were six 
Werkzeuge in the Communily — four men and two women. 

^The first false spirit "which made its appearance 
with false convulsiims and false utterances" was a boy of 
fourteen who thought he was moved by the Spirit in 1715, 
but who was denounced by Johanna Melchior, one of the 
founders of the Community, "with great certainly and 
convincing power." — Eberhard Ludwig Qruber's Bericht 
von der Inspirations-Sache. 
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OHAPTEB n 

^ The two names appearing oftenest with those of Bock 
and Oruber in the early accounts of these missionary jour- 
neys are "the Brothers Gleim'' — Johami C. Gleim and H. 
S. Gleim. "The Brothers Pott/* who were active in the 
organization of the new sect, seem to have lost their gift 
of Inspiration by the end of the year 1714. — JoK A. 
Orubers und E. 8. Oleims Leiden zu Zurich. 

® Gottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Berichi von der 
Orundung der Oebets-Versammlungen und Oemeinden, pp. 
50, 51. 

These fundamental questions, it may be remarked, are 
recorded as the direct word of the Lord as revealed through 
the Werkzeug. 

'It is not surprising that persecution followed these 
over zealous missionaries, since they made bold to interrupt 
the deliberations of rulers and magistrates in order to 
preach the wrath of Qod; and when the "power of the 
Spirif arose they stood up during the church service and 
denounced the clergymen from their own pulpits. — See 
Perkins and Wick's History of the Amana Society, pp. 
12-17. 

^®From Joh. A. Orubers und E. 8. Oleims Leiden 
eu Zurich. 

^^ Cf. Joh. A. Orubers und H. 8. Oleims Leiden 
zu Zurich. 

^^One of the conspicuous and most learned leaders 
among the Separatists in the eighteenth century was 
Johann Philip Eampf who, according to Gottlieb Scheuner 's 
account, was the first to be banished from the country. 
"But our loving God'', reads the account, "brought it 
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about that the Landgraf of Homburg [Hesaen] not only 
granted him admission to his country but appointed him 
also his private physician. Thus Br. Eampf's removal 
from Zweibriicken to Homburg vor der Hohe became the 
start and as it were the guiding post and pathbreakar to 
prepare for the other members in Zweibriickai a place 
where they might find a home and protection, when two 
years later they had to emigrate because of their assem- 
bling together.'' — Histarischer Bericht von der Oriindung 
der OebetS'Versammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 200. 

CHAPTEB in 

"C/. Ctottlieb Scheuner's Historucher Bericht von 
der Oriindung der Oehets-VerMmmlungen und Oemeinden, 
p. 146. Gruber held his first prayer meeting (Oebets- 
Versamndung) on November 16, 1714; and on November 
21, 1728, he held his last meeting. 

^^Ctottlieb Scheuner's Eisiorischer Bericht von der 
Oriindung der Oebets-Yereammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 
248. 

Among the cherished memories of Johann Friedrieh 

Bock are his last words which are recorded as follows: 

Der fpomb Mann, der am dem Himmel raf et, wird bald Odem 
maehen. Er wird ana einer kleinen eine groese Kraft maehen. Jetst 
lehlaf ieh ein in Jesu Kamen, bald itill nnd rohig. Amen! 

An examination of the manuscript archives of the 
Community reveals the fact that many of the Zeugnisse 
given through Bock have never been published. 

Some mention should be made of Paul Oiesbert Nagel 
who was one of the most prominent members of the Com- 
munity in the eighteenth century. He had been the faith- 
ful Scribe of Johann Friedrieh Bock, and was influential in 
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keeping the Community together after the death of this 
notable Werkzeug. There is in the possession of the No£ 
family at Amana a valuable manuscript diary written l^ 
Nagel and covering the years 1745 to 1776. 

^^This lamentation occurs in the introductory para- 
graph of Christian Metz's Historische Beschrdbung der 
Wdhren Inspirations-Oemeinschaft which deals particularly 
with the history of the Community from the Beawakening 
in 1817-1818 to the year 1845. 

^^ There existed between the Communities at this 
period ''only an intercourse by means of letters, dealing 
moreover only with external and business matters; and of 
the work of the Lord little was recorded since there prob- 
ably were only a few who possessed the necessary giff — 
Gk>ttlieb Scheuner's Hisiorischer Bericht von der Oriindung 
der Oehets-Versammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 387. 

17 No6's Brief History of the Amana Society, p. 6. 

"Ctottlieb Scheuner's Hisiorischer Bericht von der 
Oriindung der Oehets-VersamnUungen und Oemeinden, pp. 
387, 388. 

CHAPTEB IV 

1^ No^'s Brief History of the Amana Society, p. 7. 

2o**From his youth'', says Gottlieb Scheuner, "he felt 
in his heart a strange inward liking for quiet seclusion; 
nay more there was in him a concealed longing and yearn- 
ing for something which he himself could not comprehend. " 
Hisiorischer Bericht von der Oriindung der Oehets-Ver- 
sammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 429. 
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^^Qottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Oriindung der Oebets-Versammlungen und Omneinden, p. 
429. 

^Bezeugungen des Oeisies des Herm, 1817. 

^^ The opposition of the old Elders who ''did not wish 
to be disturbed in their lukewarm form of worship which 
had become the custom'' continued until ''a separation 
soon resulted" — those who ''looked askance and rejected 
the summons of the Lord" through Erausert forming one 
faction, and "those who bore within themselves a longing 
for renewal" forming the other and larger faction. 

The records of the first five years of the Reawakening 
contain many accounts of trouble between the Werkzeuge 
and the "old hostile Elders." — See Jahrbiicher der TTofc- 
ren Inspirations-Oemeinden, 1819-1823. 

^^Ctottlieb Scheuner's Eietorischer Berichi von der 
Oriindung der Oeheis-Versammlungen und Oemeinden, p. 
432. 

2^ The records during these times are quite complete. 
Besides the recorded testimonies there are accounts hy 
Christian Metz, by various scribes, and by Barbara Heine- 
mann in her Kurze Erzahlung von den Erweckungs-Um- 
stdnden, 

^^€k)ttlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Oriindung der Wahren 
InspirationS'O^meinde, p. 34. 

^^It is recorded that Christian Metz "suffered much 
inward anxiety and felt and fully recognized the back- 
sliding and error of Erausert." The inspired passage 
(Einsprache) that he wrote upon the prompting of the 
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Spirit "as a warning and rebuke'' to Erausert is given 
above in full. — See Part III on Religion, p. 253. 

Barbara Heinemann ''experienced great inward op- 
pression and trouble and had to give a testimony concern- 
ing this difficult affair*', i. e., the "errings'' of Erausert. 
— See Barbara Heinemann 's Kurze Erzdhlung von den 
ErweckungS'Umstdnden. 

2«It is recorded that even after several weighty and 
urgent testimonies occurred regarding the ''sad erring and 
deception of His formerly faithful servant Krausert" the 
Lord evidently still attempted to retain him and win him 
back; "but he [Erausert] had lost his divine strength and 
had no longer sufficient grace to bow so deep as would have 
been necessary to be again raised after such submission 
and humiliation", and he was through a council of the 
Brethren expelled from the Community. — Gottlieb Scheun- 
er's Hisiorischer Bericht von der Ueuen Erweckung 8ammr 
lung und Qrundung der Wahren Inspirations-Oemeinde, p. 
42. 

2^ Barbara Heinemann in her Eurze Erzdhlung von 
den ErweckungS'Umstdnden speaks of the "sad end" of 
Erausert in these words: "We were grieved deeply con- 
cerning this, especially I myself, since he was for me in my 
great ignorance and inexperience a guide and leader in 
these all important ways of faith and divine guidance." 

It was likewise a sore trial for Christian Metz to feel 
compelled to testify against Erausert; for it was through 
Erausert that the Lord sent a "word of encouragement to 
persevere in the blessed service allotted to him by the 
Lord" when during the first year of his service "Satan 
assailed him with the spirit of doubt and unbelief." 
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^® With the fall of Eravuert ''a great rent resnlted in 
the Communities", and ^'many who still lacked the deeper 
conviction again withdrew and condemned and denounced 
the whole work.'' Barbara Heinemann seems to have been 
anything but a peacemaker, and so the work of rehabilitat- 
ing the Community depended largely upon Christian Metz. 

OHAPTEB V 

31 In her Kurze ErzaJdung von den Erweckungs-Um- 
stdnden Barbara Heinemann recounts numerous instances 
of how she resisted the Spirit before she understood its 
nature. On one occasion she felt commanded by the Lord 
to order for herself a pair of high lace boots. She tried 
to ignore the impulse, but it became so strong that she 
finally went to the shoemaker. He in turn tried to dis- 
suade her, but the prompting was so persistent that she 
ordered the shoes made. When they were delivered she 
''put them in a comer without knowing what to do with 
them." But the hidden meaning of the idiole matter be- 
came clear when a little later she ''received an inward 
prompting to go to Bergzabem where Erausert just then 
was, which I however did not know." 

^^ Barbara Heinemann 's Kurze ErzaJdung von den 
ErweckungS'Umstanden. 

^^Ctottlieb Scheuner's Eistorischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Oriindung der Wohren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, pp. 22, 23. 

^^ A distinction is made between the oral and the writ- 
ten testimonies. The former are referred to as Aussprache, 
the latter as Einsprache. 

^^ Barbara Heinemann 's Kurze Erzahlung von den 
ErweckungS'Umstanden. 
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^^ The quoted passages are from a testimony given on 
July 31, 1819, and recorded in the Jahrbiicher for 1819- 
1823. 

Ctottlieb Schenner records these difficulties with great 
frankness and plainness of speech. — See Historischer Be- 
richt von der Neuen Erweckung Samrnlung und Orundung 
der Wahren Inspiraiians-Oemeinde, pp. 34-60. 

The opposition to Barbara Heinemann from her point 
of view is clearly set forth in her testimonies for the years 
1819-1823. 

^^''As long as she remained in her first state of 
mercy *^ writes Gottlieb Schenner, "which had so power- 
fully seized her and uplifted her far above all human 
thought and desire, the Lord was her help and staff in all 
trials from within and from without. But when she began 
to listen to the arguments of reason which arose in her she 
found herself in the dark with regard to her inner and 
outer existence and future development. She could no 
longer see a way, for from within her the former guidance 
of the divine mercy had disappeared and from without 
temptations rushed upon her. . . . And above aU", adds 
Ctottlieb Scheuner by way of criticism of her treatment l^ 
the Elders, ''the faithful brotherly support she should have 

received from Br. she could no longer find.'' — 

Historischer Bericht von der Neuen Erweckung Sammlung 
und Orundung der Wahren Inspirations-Oemeinde, p. 59. 

^^ The recalling of Barbara Heinmnann to the ''service 
of the Lord" was in response to a prayer of Christian 
Metz in which he pleads for assistance in his divine calling. 
This petition, recorded on page 112 of the Auszuge aus den 
Tagebuchem von Br. Christian Metz, is in rhyme and reads 
in part as follows: 
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HErr Dn siehtt die gr one Zahl, wann gehalten wird das Mahl; 
eine Btimiiie ist su wenig, ja su eehwaeh imd su eintdnig bei to Tieler 
GliedersaUy wanna toll kommen su dem MahL 

In response to this petition there came on December 
2, 1849, the following testimony of the Lord: 

Za diesem Zweek nnd Bemf babe leh dieh aiieh, Meine Magd, 
anfgef ordert, nnd dlr beigeleget daa Wort der Gnade xnr BoMamng 
in der Qemeine zn reden nnd zn seugen. 

^^Two years after her marriage there came through 
Brother Christian Metz a testim(my regarding her which 
contained ''a most consoling promise of her restoration" 
(Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1825). This promise 
had remained ''hidden and concealed'' for a quarter of a 
century, and no new Werkzeug had been called in the 
meantime. During the Unterredungsarbeit in 1849 there 
was an unusual amount of religious enthusiasm in the 
Community and ''the expectation was indeed general that 
the Lord would call a new instrument. Brother Chr. Metz 
too cherished the wish.'' It was on the second day of 
December, 1849, during the progress of the Vnterredungsar- 
heii at Middle Ebenezer that the gracious promise of 1825 
was fulfilled, and Barbara Heinemann was again called into 
the sendee of the Lord. 

CHAPTEB VI 

^ Christian Metz had lost his gift for three and one 
half years because during the Erausert trouble he wished 
to "give in for the sake of peace and harmony, and ques- 
tioned the validity of the word which had come [through 
Barbara Heinemann] ". As the time of the marriage of 
Barbara Heinmnann approached and she "became unfit 
for the service of the Lord and His work in the Ccmmiun- 
ity", the Lord did not wish the work to die out so He 
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''bestowed at the beginning of the year (1823) the grace 
again upon Br. Christian Metz to record his word throng 
Einsprachen.** — Gottlieb Schenner's Historischer Bericht 
von der Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Oriindung der 
Wahren Inspiratians-Oemeinde, p. 58. 

^^ Gottlieb Schenner's account of the Reawakening as 
given in his Historischer Bericht von der Oriindung der 
OehetS'Versamndungen und Oemeinden, p. 431. 

^^ Auszuge aus den Tagebuchem von Br. Christian 
Metz. p. 90. 

^^Testimonies of both Christian Metz and Barbara 
Heinemann are given in whole or in part in Part III on 
Religion. — See above, p. 251. 

^Ctottlieb Schenner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Samndung und Orundung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, p. 47. See also, Barbara Heine- 
mann 's Eurze Erzahlung von den Edweckungs-TJmstmden. 

^^ At this time there were eight congregations, namely: 
Ronneburg, Liebloos, Schwarzenau, Edenkoben, Bergzabem, 
Bischweiler, Strassburg, and Hambach. — See Christian 
Metz's Historische Beschreibung der Wahren Inspirations- 
Oemeinschaft, p. 44. 

^(Jottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Oriindung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, p. 67. 

^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1819-1823. See 
also Barbara Heinemann 's Kurze Erzahlung von den 
Erweckungs-Umstdnden. 
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CHAPTER Vn 

^The Hermhuter were li remnant of the Bohemian 
Brethren or Moravians who in order that thej might 
worship in freedom settled by invitatiim from Count Zin- 
zendorf on his estate in Saxony. They were soon joined 
l^ others and the little Community thus established was 
called Hermhut (the Keep of Qod). The Community 
of True InspiraticHi in its beginnings and the early Herm- 
huter had much in common. Both organizations were a 
protest against dogmatism and formalily in the church, 
and both were firm believers in the PietiEun of Spener. 
Neither Community in the eighteenth century practiced 
communism, but they held that the rich should give of 
their riches to the poor and that all Christians should live 
as nearly as possible in the fashion of the apostolic com- 
munity at Jerusalem. Many Moravians joined the Com- 
munity of True Inspiration during the time of Rock and 
Gruber. Count Zinzendorf was a Lutheran, and while 
he wished to form a Society distinct from national churches 
and devoted to good works he succeeded after long nego- 
tiation in establishing a sort of fellowship or union be- 
tween the Lutheran Church and the Hermhuter Society. 
The emigrants at Hermhut attended the parish church 
and were simply a Christian society within the Lutheran 
Church — a church within a church. It was probably 
because of this ''falling back'' or concession that the curse 
mentioned in the text was pronounced. 

*' Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, July 25, 1826, 
No. 31. 

^^ Cf. Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm^ 1828, No. 
109. Christian Metz's Hisiorische Beschreibung der Wah- 
ren Inspirations-Oemeinschaft, p. 41-74. See also Histor- 
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iscker Bericht von der Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und 
Oriindung der Wahren Impiratums-Oemeinde^ p. 75. 

^^The Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm for the 
years 1830-1837 are fuU of the "coxinsels'', *' approvals'', 
and ''decisions of the Lord'' in regard to these estates. 

" Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1834, No. 105. 
The numerous testimonies of the year 1834 concerning the 
internal and external management of the Community were 
all given through Christian Metz. 

^^ These estates with the exception of Armenburg, were 
located a little southeast of Biidingen in the southern part 
of what is now designated as the province of Oberhessen. 

The castle at Bonneburg has within recent years 
been partly restored by the present owner. At Marienbom 
the main structure has been destroyed by fire. The large 
castle at Hermhaag is no longer inhabited. At Armen- 
burg the castle is in a very good state of preservation and 
partly inhabited. 

^^In a letter to one of the faithful Brothers at this 
time Christian Metz speaks of the refusal of ''the Cabinet 
in Darmstadt" to grant "our petition for admission of 
families from neighboring states and the right of citizen- 
ship for those who according to certificate of residence 
already dwell here." The "divine order" to leave the 
country came "as a coincidence" on the same day as the 
reply of the Cabinet. "All this is, however", adds Chris- 
tian Metz, "only of utmost importance to those who pos- 
sess and feel the accompanying certainty [of the Lord's 
holy purpose] which no one but the only sure witness 
can give us." — See also Christian Metz's Historische 
Beschreibung der Wahren InspiraOons-Oemeinschafi. 
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^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1838, No. 64. 

GHAPTEB Vm 

^^ This Testimony was giv^i through Christian Metz. 
— Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1826, No. 23. 

^^ During one of these meetings at Armenbnrg (No- 
vember 8, 1840) there came through Christian Mets eine 
bedenkUche Ausspracke which reads: ^^ About all these 
things and concerning all these things which are now 
pending my soul is oppressed, since the time is not yet 
fulfilled and because the delay is so great, in as much 
as I have not yet accomplished the holy purpose of My 
Love. Be watchful, rally yourselves, and keep yourselves 
in readiness for another time and hour is coming." — 
Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1840, No. 101. 

^This testimony was given on July 27, 1842. — 
Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1842. 

5^ No^'s Brief History of the Amana Society, p. 15. 

^ Although the Inspirationists used the name Armen- 
burg, it was never officially recognized outside of the Com- 
munity. In atlases, geographies, and public documents 
the place is uniformly referred to as Amsburg. 

^^A full account of this Liebes- und AbschiedsmM 
as recorded in the Jahrbuch to/r 1842 is given above in 
Part III, p. 292. 

^2 This letter was written to Abraham No6, of An- 
weiler, great uncle of the present Secretary of the Amana 
Society. 
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CHAPTEBIX 

^ The members from Germany came as rapidly as 
they could be accomodated. At the end of the month 
of April, 1843, there were fifty-two persons in Ebenezer. 
Seventy-five more arrived June 3, forty-three on July 
26, and sixty-seven on October 7 of the same year. Owing 
to the hardships of the ocean journey during the winter 
months there were no more arrivals until June 21, 1844, 
when two hundred and seventeen members came to Eben- 
ezer. On August 2, 1845, one hundred more arrived; and 
on October 16 of the same year eighteen more came to 
the new settlement. These were only the larger groups; 
individuals arrived constantly. 

^^ I Samuel, 7: 12. 

^5 In the Bible the word is written ''Eben-ezer" (I 
Samuel, 7:12). In the records of the Community it is 
sometimes written ^'Eben-Ezer" but more often it appears 
as "Ebenezer". 

^It was some time before the negotiations with the 
Ogden Company were concluded. During the ''period 
of waiting" the following testimony came through Chris- 
tian Metz on December 4, 1842: ''I bear witness that 
I shall keep the given promise [in regard to the land 
near Buffalo]. Therefore wait with patience in this af- 
fair for what I can and shall do with the other party 
. . . But if it should become impossible on your part 
because of their demands, well then in such case am I 
[the Lord] not bound." — Bezeugungen des Oeistes des 
Herm, 1842. 
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^^ Bezeugungen des OeUtes des Herm, 1842, No. 118. 
In the original lines read: 

Ihr foUt ilm Ebenesar heiMen, 

Bis hieher half am unser Oottl 

£r half una doreh auf nntem Beisen, 

Und rettete ans maneher Noth; 

Bein Pf ad and Weg iat wonderbar, 

Das Ende maeht den Anf ang klar. 

^Oottlieb Scheriner's HUtorischer Bericht van der 
Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Qrundung der Wakren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, p. 814. 

•'The Jahrbucher for this period are made up for 
the most part of Zeugnisse ''as a goidanee for the 
Elders"; and are even more detailed than those recorded 
at the time of the renting of the estates in Europe. Not 
a step was taken nor a measure adopted without divine 
direction or approval. These directions were all given 
through Christian Metz. 

GHAPTEB X 
^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Eerm^ 1845. 

^^Qottlieb Scheuner's Hisiariscker Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung SamnUung und Orundung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, p. 368. The testimony referred to 
is No. 4 in Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1845. 

72Ac<«2:44,45. 

^^Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1854, No. 12. 

^*The removal of the Community from New York 
to Iowa extended over a period of ten years. This neces- 
sitated much letter writing between the leading Brethren 
at Ebenezer and at Amana. These letters, moreover, con- 
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stitute yalnable sources of information for the history 
of this period. 

CHAPTEB XI 

^^In the midst of the trouble with the Ogden Land 
Company and the Seneca Indians there came to the Com- 
munity one C. L. Meyer, a former resident of the Zoar 
Society in Ohio. He soon became '^an important pillar 
of the Community.'' And because of his command of 
the English language and his experience in business af- 
fairs he was of the greatest service to the Community 
in '"these different affairs." 

^•From the Twenty-one Rules for the Examina- 
tion of our Daily Lives. These rules are given in full 
in Part III, p. 277. 

CHAPTEB ZII 
^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1854, No. 41. 

^^ While Christian Metz helped in the upbuilding of 
the new home in Iowa, Barbara Heinemann was supposed 
to look after the spiritual condition of the Ebenezer Com- 
munity. But one gathers from the records that ''the work 
of grace was hampered'' there, and ''great worry to the 
Brethren was caused" by trouble between Barbara Heine- 
mann and the Head Elder. "The Brethren in Amana, 
especially Br. Christian Metz, felt this, and therefore they 
offered to her the transfer to Amana or Homestead." — 
€k)ttlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der Neuen 
Erweckung Sammlung und Oriindung der Wahren Inspira- 
tionS'Oemeinde, p. 749. 
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^From a letter dated June 22, 1864, from Brother 
Weber to whom much of the credit for the businesa-like 
disposal of the Ebenezer property is due. 

CHAPTEB xm 

^ The song Bleibtreu came to Christian Metz through 
the Spirit of Inspiraticm on the eighth day of August, 1855, 
and is recorded in the Dreissigste Sammlung, p. 162. It 
reads in full as follows: 

1. Bleibtreu soil der Name sein Dort in Iowa, der 
Gemein. Bleib getreu bis in den Tod Deinem Gott in 
Angst und Noth ! 

2. Bleibtreu, hat Gtott zugesagt, Wann Unglaub 
und Zweifel fragt, Ob deiss sei der rechte Nam', Ob er auch 
von innen kam. 

3. Bleib treu, halt den Liebesbund, Stehe fest im 
Glaubensgrund, Nam' und That soil stimmen ein, Dass 
Gtott segne die Gemein'. 

4. Bleib treu, wann du miide bist, Gott ist, der das 
Leid (die Miih) versiisst! Bleib treu im Gehorsamsband, 
jedes Glied, in seinem Stand. 

5. Bleib treu, denk was Qott gethan Schon von deiner 
Jugend an : Denk an deine Siindenschuld, Denk an Ctottes 
Treu und Huld. 

6. Bleib treu in dem Fortgangslauf, Hauf nicht Un- 
treu, Siinden auf I Wann dein Alter kommt herbei, Du 
dann bist geblieben treu. 

7. Bleib treu, ruft dir (mir) Jesus zu, Wahre Treu 
bringt Seelenruh! Wer ein Glied ist der Gemein, Prag 
sich diess ins Herz hinein. 

8. Bleib treu im Yerleugnungsstand, Bleib treu in 
dem Bruderband, Bleib treu, Wann dich lockt die Welt, 
Wann sie dir anbeut ihr (viel) (Jeld. 

9. Ach bleib treu, du Jugendherz, Sonst kommt spa- 
ter Beu und Schmerz. Murre nicht bei deiner Last, Die 
du jetzt zu tragen hast. 
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10. Wann dirs wider Willen geht, Und sich die (}ef ahr 
erhoht, Denk zuriicke, und bleib treu, Gk)ttes Onad wird 
wieder neu. 

11. Wann es bei dir dnnkel wird Und dich Fleisch 
und Blut verfiihrt, Halte f est und bleib dabei : leh bleib 
dennoch Gtott getreu. 

12. Bleib treu, leide, dringe ein Es gilt nicht urns 
Mein und Dein, Nein, es ist das beste Theil, Deiner Seelen 
Seelenheil. 

13. Bisher half uns unser Qott Durch so manche 
Angst und Noth; Eben-Ezer, nun voran, Bleib treu, 
€k>tt bricht f emer Bahn I 

*^ The resemblance between the bluff overlooking the 
site of the new village and ''the top of Amana" described 
in the Song of Solomon (Chapter lY : 8) suggested the name 
Amana to the Werkzeug Christian Metz. The aong in 
which the Lord gave his approval to the substitution of the 
name Amana or glaub treu for Bleibtreu is recorded in the 
Dreissigste Sammlung, p. 199. It contains eighteen verses, 
the 14th, 15th and 16th of which read: 

14. Bis hieher hatte uns Die Gtottesgnad geleitet, Ein 
Eben-Ezer ward Fiir uns allhier bereitet. Wohl dem, 
der dieses sich Allhier zu Nutz gemacht Und seinen Glaub- 
enslauf Durch ''blieb treu'* hat vollbracht! 

15. Gott, der von Alters her So weislich hat regieret, 
Und nun in letzter Zeit So wunderbar uns f iihret, Will auch 
also erkannt Und angenommen sein, Dass die gewisse Gnad', 
Amana, griinde ein ! 

16. Ach bete, bleibe treu! Der Name kann nicht 
kronen; Es wird der Spotter Zahl Dich sonst dariiber 
hohnen. Gkh' in die Einfalt ein Und in die Einsamkeit, 
Lem Unterthanigkeit, 8oast ist der Feind nicht weit ! 

A second Lied von Amana containing twenty-three 
verses was giv^i through Christian Metz on December 18, 
1855, and is recorded in the Dreissigste SamnUung, p. 280. 
The 21st verse reads : 
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21. ECBrr Jesa, komm, gebare Dich In tms, Mer mid 
dort, gnadiglichi Mach Amana zum Bethlehem, In 
Niedrigkeit, Dir angenehm. 

^ See Gottlieb Scheuner's Hitiorischer Berickt von der 
Neuen Erweckung Samnilung und Qrundung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, pp. 555, 556. 

^ This testimony was given on May 6, 1861. 

^ Although the Community does not hesitate to adopt 
the newest machinery and the newest methods in businesBy 
there seems to be little inclination to introduce modem 
improvements and conveniences in the luHues. 

^^ From the closing paragraphs of Oottlieb Scheuner's 
Histarischer Bericht van der Neuen Erweckung Samndung 
und Orundung der Wahren Inepirattans-Oemeinde, p. 877. 

GHAPTEB XIV 

^ The following are the more important cases in which 
the legal aspects of the communistic societies referred to 
in the text are discussed and determined: 

Oass V. Wilhite, 2 Dana 170, 26 Am. Dec. 446. (Re- 
lates to the Shaker Society.) 

Waite t;. Merrill, 4 Greenleaf 102, 16 Am. Dec. 238. 
(Relates to the Shaker Society.) 

John G. Gk)esele et al i;. Joseph M. Bimeler et al, 5 
McLean Reports 223. (Relates to the Zoar So- 
ciety.) 

(^oeselle et al v. Bimeler et al, 14 Howard 589. (Re- 
lates to the Zoar Society.) 

Gaselys et al v. Separatists Society of Zoar et al, 13 
Ohio State 144 

Schriber v. Rapp, Watt 351, 30 Am. Dec. 327. (Re- 
lates to the Harmony Society.) 
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Schwartz v. Diuss, 187 TJ. S. 8. (Bdates to the Har- 
mony Society.) 

CHAPTEB XV 

^7 From an account of the last days of Christian Metz. 
— See Anhang oder Ergdmung zu dem Tagebuch des Br. 
Christian Metz. 

PART II 
CHAPTEB I 

^In 1875 the Shaker Communities numbered 2415 
souls and owned real estate amounting to about 100,000 
acres. This, in the words of Elder Eyans, ^'comprised 
more than all the capital and couldn't be made to pay." — 
See Nordhoff's The Communistic Societies of the United 
States, pp. 161, 162; also Hinds's American Communities, 
p. 27. 

The.Amana Society at times during its residence in 
Iowa owned more land than at present; but finding addi- 
tional lands an unprofitable investment sold where it could 
be done to advantage. 

^A priest from <me of the neighboring towns was 
in the habit of gathering the lotus seeds in great quantities 
every fall to use in making rosaries. The seeds wh^i ripe 
are about the size of an ordinary bead, are perfectly round, 
and hard enough to admit of a high polish. 

^The station agents at the several Amana railway 
stations and the four postmasters are all members of the 
Community who turn their earnings into the ''Great Purse" 
of the Society. The grain elevators are likewise superin- 
tended by members of the Community. 
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At Homestead the buainess connected with the elevator 
has for many years been managed by Mr. Fred Moersbd 
who is the Resid^it Trustee of that village. He was bom 
at Marienbom, came to Ebenezer at the age of five, and re- 
moved to the new home in Iowa in 1859 where for the last 
half century he has been active in the temporal and spir- 
itual affairs of the Community. 

^^ The Amana physicians are educated in the world at 
the expense of the Community. Dr. C. J. Winzenried of 
Amana — the President of the Great Council — ^is a graduate 
of Rush Medical College, class of 1866. Dr. C. H. Her- 
mann of Middle Amana, Dr. William Moershel of Home- 
stead, and Dr. Charles F. No6 of Amana are graduates of 
the College of Medicine of The State University of Iowa, 
of the classes of 1881, 1888, and 1898 respectively. Dr. 
Hermann and Dr. Moershel received supplementary train- 
ing in New York hospitals, and Dr. No4 spent a year in 
graduate work in Europe. 

The pharmacists of the Community are also educated 
in the world. The venerable Apotheker of Amana, Mr. Con- 
rad Schadt received his training in Europe. Mr. August 
Koch of Middle Amana, and Mr. F. William Miller of 
Homestead (great grandson of Christian Metz) are grad- 
uates of the College of Pharmacy of The State University 
of Iowa of the classes 1897 and 1900 respectively. 

^2 From Charles M. Skinner's account of the Dunkard 
village of Ephrata, in Pennsfylvania, in his series of Studies 
in Applied Soddlism which appeared in the Brooklyn 
Eagle in 1900. 

^3 Randall's History of the Zoar Society, p. 50. Mr. 
Randall is the Secretary of the Ohio State Archaeological 
and Historical Society. 
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^ Being ** investigated" to the point of exasperation 
seems to have been one of the crosses borne by every 
American communistic organization. 

^^Cf. Hinds's American CommunitieSy p. 81; Nord- 
hoff 's The Communistic Societies of the United States, pp. 
66, 67, 395 ; and also Randall's History of the Zoar Society , 
p. 43. 

^The hotel-keeper at Amana has been Marshal of 
the Colonies (as the Amana villages are sometimes called) 
for more than a quarter of a century. His naturally keen 
eye has been trained by years of observation and expe- 
rience to distinguish between the professional tramp and 
the really unfortunate and worthy wayfarer. His ability 
as a detective and his fearless discharge of his duty are 
well known to the hobo fraternity. Recently a construc- 
tion train was side-tracked at Old Amana. As the Marshal 
approached the train one of the ''gang" mentioned him 
by name. ''What", said the boss, "is that little feller 
the Dutch Marshall Looks to me like he is a d — ^n small 
man to cause so much d — ^n trouble. I've heard of him 
many a time down on the Rio Grande. I tell ye, the 
fellers don't monkey wid him. He's a holy terror!" — 
Cf. Bertha M. Horack's Amana Colony in the Midland 
Monthly for July, 1896. 

CHAPTEB n 

^ This election is held in the school and assembly hall 
of the second school sub-district of the Township of Amana 
on the first Tuesday in December (See By-laws). In the 
practical workings of the Community the Board of Trus- 
tees has become a self-perpetuating body. 
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^ Cf. Beze%igungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1844, No. 
55. 

^This account was written in 1891, almost half a 
century after the adoption of the Great Council system, 
and it reflects the spirit of the more conservative element 
in the Community. There is» as one might expect, a young 
aggressive element that would like to see an '' intermingling 
of the spirit of the world'* with the yearly election. In 
fact this element would not be averse to trying its own 
hand in the management of affairs. 

*^ Christian Metz's Historische Beschreibung der 
Wahren Insptrations-Oemeinshaft, pp. 38, 48. 

^^^ Ausziige aus den Tagebiichem van Br. Christian 
Metz, p. 97. 

^^^ In this connection special mention should be made 
of the present officers of the Amana Society, namely: Presi- 
dent C. J. Winzenried; Vice President Qeorge Heinemann; 
and Secretary Abraham No& 

President C. J. Winzenried is the son of Jacob Winzen- 
ried, who was one of three brothers who dwelt at Liebloos 
in Germany. There the Winzenried family had been con- 
nected with the Community of True Inspiration as founded 
in the early part of the eighteenth century. When the 
revival occurred early in the nineteenth century, they ac- 
cepted the new Werkzeuge ; and later they came to Amer- 
ica when the new home of the Community had beoi lo- 
cated. One of the three brothers, Charles M. Winzenried, 
an uncle of the present President of the Amana Society, 
was for many years intimately associated with Christian 
Metz in the management of the temporal affairs of the So- 
ciety. He was, indeed, the first President of the Society, 
being succeeded in that office by John Beyer, Jacob Witt- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NOTES AND REFERENCES 349 

mep, Pred'k Moerschel, and by C. J, Winzenried, the pres- 
ent incmnbent. 

Vice President George Heinemann is the grandson of 
Johann Heinemann, who lived at Schwartzenau and who 
was one of the first to join the New Community from that 
place. This occurred in 1818 during a visit of Erausert, 
who was accompanied by C. Metz. The family originally 
came from Btidingen where some of their ancestors had 
belonged to the old Inspiration Community in Rock^s time. 
When the little congregation at Schwarzenau had to make 
a choice between the renunciation of their faith and exile, 
the Heinemann family chose the latter and migrated to 
Marienbom, where they remained until the removal to 
America. 

Secretary Abraham Noe is the son of William No6, 
who was one of the committee of four sent to America for 
the purpose of securing a new home for the Community. 
The No6 family were members of the old Inspiration Com- 
munity at Neuwied. They recognized the new Werkzei^ge 
at the time of the revival in the early part of the nine- 
teenth century. It is interesting to note that this family 
came originally from France as Huguenot exiles, having 
been banished by Louis XIV on account of their religion. 

^^^Both of these expressions are taken from the 
Vierundzwanzig Begeln der Wdhren OottseUgkeit an- 
nounced through Johann Adam Gruber and appended to 
the Jahrbilcher for 1819-1823. These rules are given above 
in full. — See Part III, p. 267. 

i<>^From Charles Lamb in "Mackery End in Hert- 
fordshire" — See Essays of Elia. 
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105 This Lamentation was written on January 17, 1849. 
— See Ausziige aus den Tagebuchem von Br. Christian 
Metz, pp. 99, 100. 

^^ Constitution of the Amana Society, Article IV. 

107 This testinumy relates to matters in connection with 
the construction of a railroad through the Community. 

^^ Hebrews, 13:17. 

109 From the Kinder'Siimme published originally in 
1717 and still in daily use in the Community. Dr. Charles 
F. No6 of Amana has in his possession a copy of the first 
edition of this little book. 

110 Jot, 32:7. 

111 These testimonies, which were given through Bar- 
bara Heinemann on January 26 and March 9, 1879, re- 
spectively, are found in the Bezeugungen des Oeistes det 
Herm, 1879. 

112 From a testimony given through Barbara Heine- 
mann appointing and outlining the duties of those ^'who 
should have supervision and oversight of the work.'' Prac- 
tically the same qualifications ''to fulfil the calling of a 
shepherd of souls" are given in the Catechism. — See 
above Part III, p. 297. 

CHAPTEB in 

11^ Constitution of the Amana Society, Article V. 

11^ Constitution of the Amana Society, Article VIIL 

11^ This was Brother C. L. Meyer, mentioned above in 
note 75. He was admitted to membership through In- 
spiration. 
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*^^ There are a number of accounts of friendly visits 
of members from the Rappischen Communisten-Oemeinde. 
One of these accounts relates to a visit as late as August 
5, 1875, of a Rappite Elder who in ''a long discussion with 
the Brethren and Sister B. L. concerning matters of faith 
.... showed keen comprehension, great openness and 
sincere kindness .... and declared himself to be 
pleased and in agreement with all our internal and external 
institutions .... and expressed the opinion that in 
the course of time a closer mutual relationship between 
us and them might be brought about." — See Gottlieb 
Scheuner's Beschreibung des Onadenwerks des Herm in 
den Oemeinden der Wahren Inspiration, pp. 605, 606. 

Christian Metz in his Tagebuch records visits from 
members of the Shaker Families and of the Mennonite 
Communities. It is interesting to note that while Christian 
Metz was i^mpathetic toward other communities and was 
ever ready to help them in time of need, he was usually 
of the opinion that in matters of religion ''they had fallen 
into great error." 

Christian Metz, it appears, was not favorably impressed 
with the form of worship of the Zoar Society. On April 
19, 1843, with Brother Ackermann, he visited the Com- 
munity of Separatists dwelling at Zoar. On the following 
Sunday they (Christian Metz and Brother Ackermann) 
attended the religious services of the Separatists, ''but 
soon recognized through the mercy of God that the Com- 
munity after a period of grace had begun to retrograde 
and decline. This was announced to them, especially con- 
cerning the Elder Baiimler, through the word of the Lord, 
as Brother Christian Metz felt himself compelled from 
within to go to this Elder on the morning of April 22, 
where he also forthwith was compelled to give a testimony 
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of truth ccmceming him and his Community which was 
left to them in writing." — Gtottlieb Scheuner*s Histor- 
ischti' Bericht von der Neuen Erweckung SamnUung und 
Oriindung der Wahren Inspiraiions-Oemeinde, p. 321. 

"^The excommunication of one such Brother was, 
we are told by Gottlieb Scheuner, confirmed by the Lord 
in a testimony given through Barbara Heinemann in the 
year 1869. — See Gtottlieb Scheuner's Beschreibung des 
Onadenwerks des Herm in den Oemeinden der Wahren 
Inspiration, p. 178. 

"* Being primarily a religious and not an industrial 
community the Amana Society has received new members 
with exceeding great care and only after thorough inves- 
tigation of motives and religious faith. This has always 
been their great advantage over associations which ad- 
mitted members too indiscriminately, thereby presently be- 
coming asylums for the needy, sick, and disabled, if not 
a prey to the intrigues of a bogus Count Maxmilian de 
Leon as were the Bappites at Economy. Thus the Amana 
Society has also been saved the difficulties of organizing 
the heterogeneous assemblage so often found in those indus- 
trial communities which when in need of a blacksmith or 
a carpenter admitted to membership a man without other 
qualifications because he chanced to be a blacksmith or a 
carpenter. 

1^^ Instances of such public confession are given in the 
Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, but being of a per- 
sonal character specific references thereto are omitted. 

^^^ Matthew, 5:29. 

^21 This letter was written on April 5, 1844, and was 
throughout a very frank account of a group of membera 
then on their way to America. 
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OHAPTEB rV 

122 1 Corinthians, 7 :Z2, 33. 

123 George Rapp (Father Rapp), foBnder and head 
of the Harmony Sociely, though not averse to the growth 
of asceticism evinced by the adoption of celibacy, warned 
his people not to act rashly in so serious a matter. — See 
Hinds's American Communities, p. 85; also Nordhoff's 
The Communistic Societies of the United States, p. 73. 

12^ Joseph Baumler (or Bimeler as it is often spelled) , 
the spiriual head of the Zoar Society, taught that Ckxl 
did not look with pleasure on marriage; that He only 
tolerated it; and that in the kingdom of heaven '' husband, 
wife, and children will not know each other'' and ^'tiiere 
will be no distinction of sex thare." Nevertheless, Baum- 
ler married and had a family of children. — See Randall's 
History of the Zoar Society, p. 20; also Hinds's American 
Communities, p. 102; and Nordhoff's The Communistic 
Societies of the United States, p. 107. 

125 xhis important testimony which was given through 
Eberhard Ludwig Gruber on November 19, 1727, is re- 
corded in the Bezeugur^en des Oeistes des Herm, 1727, 
No. 134. 

i2« Cf. Eberhard Ludwig Gruber 's Bericht von der In- 
spirationS'Sache. In this essay Gruber states twenty-six 
reasons (lettered from **a" to **z") for his belief in the 
divine origin of Inspiration. The last seven reasons deal 
with the saa mentioned in the text who ''was led into the 
ways of Inspiration contrary to inclination and habit of 
youth." 

i27(Jottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Sammlung und Orundung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, pp. 74, 84. 
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The Brother to whom reference is made in the text 
was a ''faithful friend'' of Christian Metz. He was of 
great service to the Community, especially in financial 
matters. 

^^ It was not nntil about the year 1890 that the Com- 
munity schoolmasters were allowed to marry. 

^^Ausziige aus den Tagebuchem van Br. Christian 
Metz, p. 25. 

There are other instances recorded by the Community 
historian, Gottlieb Scheuner, where Christian Metz was 
rebuked by "the more unbending Brothers" for his un- 
willingness to denounce the institution of marriage. Pos- 
sibly he foresaw the effect of celibacy on the perpetuity 
of the Community. 

1^^ Spiritually the Community of True Inspiration is 
divided into three grades or Versammlungen. These are 
discussed above under Religion. — See Part III, p. 280. 

^^^ The Community has ever kept a watchful eye on 
those who have withdrawn or who have been ''expelled 
because of sin or disobedience"; and it has always been 
made easy for those "who have repented of their sins" 
to return "in order that the wealth of Jesus Christ and 
his compassion for that which was lost and has been foxmd 
again may become known." — See Catechetiscker Unter- 
richt von der Lehre des HeUs, II, pp. 72, 73. 

Gruber and Metz both preached the final redemption 
of all souls, and urged the Brethren to do all in their power 
to bring the "fallen spirit back to God." 

1^^ This statement is t^en from a monograph of 
eighty-eight pages on Die Wahre Inspirations-Oemeinde in 
Iowa written by Earl Enortz and published at Leipzig in 
1896. 
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CHAPTER V 

133 The social theory of the Oneida Community haa 
been thoroughly aired by its founder and head, John 
Humphrey Noyes, in his History of American Socialism 
as well as by William A. Hinds, a former member of the 
Community, in his American Communiiies. 

^^^ Exodus, 20:4. 

''No picture-making'' was also one of the fundamental 
principles of Shakerism. "We prohibit pictures of indi- 
vidual members", wrote one of the Shaker Elders to Wil- 
liam A. Hinds, ** because 1st of their tendency to idolatry; 
2d the liability of causing personal vanity; 3rd the con- 
sequent disunity which might result from preferences given 
to individuals thus noticed." — See Hinds's American 
Communities, p. 41. 

"S^Ajnateur photography became so popular among 
some of the young people in the Community that within 
the past year these old testimonies have been reread and 
reinforced by resolutions of the Great Council of the 
Brethren restricting the activities of the kodak enthusiasts, 
thus making it necessary for the Amana photographer to 
be **more careful." 

136 Gtottleib Scheuner's Beschreibung des Onadenwerks 
des Herm in den Oemeinden der Wahren Inspiration, pp. 
473, 474, 479, 480. 

137 1 Corinthians, 8:1; and Ecclesiastes, 1 : 18. 

138 The Brethren were sometimes requested to abandon 
their investigations ''in order that nothing should be mixed 
with the word." 

139 The Unterredung or TJntersuchung is the annual 
examination of the spiritual condition of the members of 
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the Community. — For a full discussion of this important 
ceremony, see above Part III, p. 283. 

1^ One gathers from the ''still living witnesses" that 
these later ordinances of the ''Old Sister" were a great 
cross to Christian Metz who was constantly called upon 
to "adjust the difSculties." 

^^^ A little more sympathetic guidance <»i the part of 
the older members in the choice of "world literature" 
would not be amiss. All kinds of people and all kinds of 
books "visit" the Community, and unless a taste for that 
which is really good is encouraged and developed, that 
which is not so good will be found in the i>08se6si(»i of 
the young people. The writer once discovered a sweet- 
faced kleine Sckwester with a pile of novels of Bertha 
Clay in her lap, which had been sent to her by a friend 
from the world. 

^^^ The outsider is sometimes surprised to hear a m^n- 
ber of one village say of a member of another village : "I 
know him by name, but I have never met him." And it 
is still more surprising to learn that members of one village 
do not visit another village for perhaps years. It is even 
claimed that the home village of a member can be de- 
tected by his dialect. 

^^^ Picnickers and excursionists are among the "prob- 
lems" of the Community. During the summer-time they 
are often a real annoyance. They visit the school; go to 
prayer-meeting uninvited; pick the flowers in the gardens; 
peep in the windows; and wind up by insisting on being 
fed. The outsider who is not a "non-resistant" feels that 
the Community is over-patient in dealing with these "nui- 
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^^ The Shakers discouraged the eating of meat. Many 
of them used no animal food, even denying themselves milk, 
butter, and eggs. — Cf. Nordhoff's The Communistic So- 
cieties of the United States, p. 141. 

^^^ These Sittenregeln for the conduct of children are 
to be found in the Catechetischer Unterricht von der Lekre 
des HeUs (fiir die Jiigend), pp. 87-95. 

^^From Eberhard Ludwig Gruber's Twenty-one 
Bides for the Examination of our Daily Lives. 

^^^ Sittenregeln in the Catechetischer Unterricht von 
der Lehre des HeilSf No. 65, p. 95. 

^^ From the thirteaith of the Vierundzu>amig Begeln 
der Wahren Oottseligkeit given through Johann Adam 
Gruber. 

^^^ Auszuge aus den Tagebiichem von Br. Christian 
Mete, p. 107. This entry occurs under the date of March 
8, 1849. 

The Jahrhuch for 1852 records that on March 6 
(1852) "the Lord gave through Br. C. M. important direc- 
tions through the word with regard to the political elections 
in which the Community in accordance with the will of 
the Lord should not participate but which however from 
kindliness and yielding to the outside world had been 
neglected, but now the danger resulting from further 
mingling with the world was pointed out by the Lord, 
especially as a warning to posterily.'' 

150 The testimony referred to in the text was given 
through Barbara Heinemann (Christian Metz having died 
in 1867) on November 7, 1868, four days after election 
day. — Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1868. 
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^^^ This memorial was drawn up by the Great Council 
*'as a warning and rebuke'' to those members of the Com- 
munity who ''had again succumbed to the spirit of parti- 
sanship and had also induced others to vote for or against 
certain parties and this in spite of the adverse testimony 
of two years ago." The memorial was circulated among 
the villages and read with emphasis in open meeting 
during the Unterredung following the election of 1868. 

^^^ In the early seventies a German-Russian Mennonite 
Commune in Dakota (Huierische Bruder-Oemeinde) ''came 
into difficulty through expensive purchase of land, and 
suffered want of nearly all necessities." A delegation 
came to Amana to appeal for aid. "They were kindly 
received", records Gottlieb Scheuner, "attended our wor- 
ship and received two carloads of provisions as a gift, for 
which they later in a letter expressed their joy and grati- 
tude. Somewhat later when two of them again came here 
they received from us a number of cattle and sheep 
. . . . and two came here from their community for 
a while to learn the milling trade and the handling of 
an engine." — Gottlieb Scheuner 's Beschreibung des Ona- 
denwerks des Herm in den Oemeinden der Wahren In- 
spiration, p. 602. 

^^^ In a letter written from Amana under the date 
of December 6, 1863. 

^5^ Charles Nordhoff in his account of the Shakers 
quotes an Elder as saying: "We have no scandal, no 
tea parties, no gossip." — See The Communistic Societies 
of the United States, p. 166. 

^^^A former member of the Community, who as a 
boy learned to play the violin "after night in the cellar", 
remarked recently in the hearing of the writer that al- 
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though he has lived in the world for a quarter of a century 
he still was conscious of a sense of guilt when he listened 
to instrumental music. 

CHAPTEB VI 

^5^ Charles Nordhoff in The Communistic Societies of 
the United States gives it as his opinion that ''Communists 
are the most long-lived of our population", p. 402. 

^57 Brother Rock seems to have been especially opposed 
to the Handwerkszunft and appealed without avail to the 
Magisirat in November, 1740, in behalf of the Inspiration- 
ists who could not join the trade guilds ''for conscience 
sake." It was on account of the ordinance regarding the 
trade guilds that Rock removed from Himbach, the town 
in which he had lived since 1707. 

^^^From John Humphrey Noyes's account of the 
Oneida Community in his History of American Socialism. 

^^'One young Brother was granted a trip to the 
World's Pair at St. Louis "to study machinery." This 
was a very special privilege; for the young Brothers who 
went to St. Louis "for pleasure" without permission were 
promptly "excluded from the prayer-meetings" for two 
weeks. 

^^This was the slogan of the Hopedale Community 
founded at Mendon, Massachusetts, in 1841. The "indus- 
trious and well-disposed of all nations" were invited by 
Owen to participate in the "greatest revolution ever yet 
made in human society." 

^^^ Mr. Conrad Schadt, the Apotheker of Amana, is 
a chemist of more than local reputation. His services 
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have been sought in vain by wholesale drag houses of 
the woi^ld. 

1^ There are in the Jahrbilcher a number of severe 
testimonies of the Lord regarding the drinking of too 
much wine; and some of the offending Brothers are men- 
tioned by name and warned that unless they mend their 
ways they are at liberty to ''go and associate with the 
world and the ungodly.'' 

1^ In his History of the Zoar Society, E. 0. Randall 
tells of how that sociely continued to manufacture a gro- 
tesquely large and cumbersome stove long aftar the stoves 
of the world became light, graceful, and ecimomical in 
the consumption of fuel The same unprogressive spirit 
maintained in other kinds of manufacture until most 
naturally there was a general decline in its industries and 
a resulting shrinkage in values. With the decline in its 
business enterprise internal dissentions arose, and therein 
lies the beginning of the end. 

CHAPTEB vn 

i^The Amana school system requires an attendance 
of 364 weeks as opposed to 84 weeks required under the 
compulsory education law of the State. 

PARTm 
CHAPTEB I 
l^Jorf, 2:28. 

^^Oottlieb Scheuner's brief account of the life-work 
of Christian Metz given at the close of his Historischer 
Berickt von der Neuen Erweckung SamnUung und OrUn' 
dung der Wahren Inspirations-Oemeinde. 
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^^7 Prom a letter by Chrifirtian Metz to Abraham N06, 
of Anweiler, regarding the proposed removal to America, 
written in the gammer of 1843. 

GHAPTEB n 

^^ Johanna Melchior, it will be remembered, was one 
of the little group that founded the Community of True 
Inspiration under Bock and Gruber on the evening of 
November 16, 1714. She was the Werkzeug who discoveried 
the first ''false spirit'' that made its appearance in the new 
Congregation. 

^^' The elder Gruber doubted at first the genuineness of 
his own ''inner prcmiptings," attributing his sensations 
to a nervous temperament. However, when his son Jo- 
hann Adam Gruber, to whom he devotes so much space in 
his Bericht von der Inspirations-Scu^he began to testify, 
Eberhard Ludwig Gruber became convinced of the divine 
origin of Inspiration. 

From 1714 to 1717 Johann Adam Gruber made many 
"greater and lesser journeys'' in the interests of True 
Inspiration. In 1726 he came to America and settled at 
Germantown, Penncfylvania. He kept up constant com- 
munication witii the Congregations in Germany, but never 
established a branch of the faith in the New World. 

There are hundreds of pages of manuscript in the 
Archiv of the Community in the handwriting of Johann 
Adam Gruber, including accounts of his early missionary 
journeys as well as many letters written from German- 
town. 
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CHAPTEB ni 

170 jn her account of the Reawakaiing, Barbara 
Heinemann tells of falling into Inspiration in the court- 
room where the Werkzev^e were to be tried for hereigr, 
and of being forced by the Spirit in the presence of many 
spectators to give a powerful testimony of the truth where- 
by all those present including the magistrate were so 
smitten that the Werkzeuge were released without further 
examination. — Barbara Ileinemann 's Kurze Erzdhlung 
von den Erweckungs-Umstdnden. 

171 Rock recounts in his Emiedrigungs-Lauf Eines 
Sunders auf Erden a number of instances of the sudden 
death of kings, magistrates, and ministers who ''offended 
and persecuted the work of the Lord." 

172 There are recorded in Inspirattons-Histarie many 
instances of the *'bad end" of disloyal members of the 
early Congregations. One record will suffice as an illus- 
tration : 

' ' The Lord directed for the last time to him [the offender] His 
word; and mercj was once more offered to him if he wished to 
avail himself of it. But he did not accept it, for he had seated 
himself so high in his conceit that he neither could nor would find 
the grace for submission and humiliation. He is henceforth no 
more mentioned. His strength was broken. The Lord against whom 
he wished to contend was too powerful for him. He became physical- 
Ij and mentally ill and died in the following year." — Ck>ttlieb 
Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der Neuen Erwechung Samm- 
lung und GrUndung der Wahren Impirations-Gemeinde. 

17^ Eberhard Ludwig Qruber's Kennzeichen der Oott- 
lichkeit der Wahren Inspiration, See also, Johann Adam 
Gruber's Kennzeichen und Oriinde von der Ootilichkeit 
der Wahren Inspiration, In this essay Johann Adam 
Gruber explains at length that he has been freed of phys- 
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ical fear and of respect of persons by the Spirit of Inspi- 
ration, and that the accompanying Bewegungen are not 
only not harmful but actually beneficial. 

Johann Nicolaus Duill declares in his Kurze Erzah- 
lung that one of the proofs of the divine origin of Inspir- 
ation is ''the lies and horrible blasphemies of the enemy 
[Satan], because he sees that his rule is at stake and that 
the Lord has given into the hands of his angels the chains 
with which he is to be bound." 

^^^ Gottfried Neumann was one of the original band 
that joined in the establishment of the Community on 
November 16, 1714. He was a theological student and a 
graduate of the universities of Leipsic and Halle. He was 
about to enter upon his career as a minister in the estab- 
lished Lutheran Church when he became interested in True 
Inspiration. — See (Jottfried Neumann's Historische Erzdh- 
lung van der Inspirations-Erweckung. 

Blasius Daniel Mackinet was a co-worker and warm 
friend of Johann Adam Qruber. He served as Schreiber 
during the early years of the Congregations in Germany, 
and in company with the younger Gleim joined Johann 
Adam Qruber in America. His Schreiben von der OdiU 
lichkeif der Wahren Inspiration is a most interesting and 
valuable account of his own experiences and observations. 

Georg Melber was a well-to-do merchant in Heilbronn, 
Hessen. He was not a preacher, although a devout believer 
in the doctrine of True Inspiration. He was of great 
service to the early Congregations as an organizer in tem- 
poral affairs. — See Georg Melber 's Zeugniss. 

Caspar Low was a descendant of followers of John 
Huss, who had been compelled to fiee from Austria on 
account of their religion. He became interested in the 
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work of Rock and Gmber at the very beginning of the 
New Spiritual Economy but did not identify himself with 
the movement until 1717. He became inspired in 1728, 
and from that time until the day of his death in 1775 he 
devoted his energies to the cause of True Inspiratiim. — 
See Caspar Low's Erzdhlung. 

Johann Nicolaus Duill was a minister in the estab- 
lished Lutheran Church in Hessen who became interested 
in the Neue Propheten — the Brothers Pott — at the be- 
ginning of the eighteenth century. At the close of his 
Kurze Erzdhlung he gives seven reasons for, or rather 
proofs of, the divine origin of Inspiration (See above note 
173). 

OHAPTEB rV 

^^^ It was because of her testimonies against Ejrausert 
that Barbara Heinemann was banished at this time; but 
after ELrausert's expulsion she returned to the Community 
and was ''strengthened and endowed anew by the Lord 
with special spiritual power." A little later during this 
''dark and troublesome period" she was again condemned 
and banished temporarily through the influence of the 
First Elder. Of this Gottlieb Scheuner says: "He [the 
Elder] had on his own responsibility gone much too far, 
and the other Brothers had also incurred guilt through 
their dumb submission to his despotic decree." 

CHAPTEB V 

^^^From Blasius Daniel Mackinet's Schreiben von der 
Ooitlichkeif der Wahren Inspiration. 

^^ Johann Priedrich Rock's Emiedrigungs-Lauf Eines 
Sunders auf Erden, 
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CHAPTEB VI 

1^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1832. No. 55. 
This testimony was given on September 19, 1832, ''not far 
from Bruehsal im Walde on the public highway.'' 

^79 The third period in Christian Metz's service lasted 
three times nine or twenty-seven years. Thus the number 
9 seems to have had the same mystic significance in the 
life of Christian Metz that the number 7 had in the life 
of Johann Priedrich Bock. (See above Part I, p. 31). 

^^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1841, No. 89. 
It was hoped that this new ''grace and gift" would arouse 
religious fervor; and the Lord announced his mercy and 
forgiveness to all those "who had hitherto become unfaith- 
ful if they would be renewed through earnest repentance." 

^®^ In 1824 Christian Metz was rebuked by the Over- 
seer of the Werkzeuge for his humiliation and for more 
than half a year was without Inspiration. — See Christian 
Metz's Hisiorische Beschreibung der Wahren Inspirations' 
Oemeinschaftf pp. 44, 45. 

During the "violent contention" over the ELrausert 
affair Christian Metz lost his gift for three and one half 
years "because he desired to give in for the sake of peace 
and harmony and questioned the validity of the word [as 
given through Barbara Heinemann]." — See Gottlieb 
Scheuner's Historischer Bericht van der Neuen Erweckung, 
Scunmlung und Oriindung der Wahren Inspirations-Oe- 
tneinde, p. 39. 

OHAPTEB vn 
^^ Bezet^ungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1819, No. 17. 
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"^ The testimony from which this expression was taken 
is described by Gottlieb Scheuner as ''so powerful a mes- 
sage that a new conviction of the divine nature of the 
work through Barbara Heinemann came to the souls of 
the Community." 

^^^ Barbara Heinemann was morbidly sensitive to and 
vigorously denounced all ''marks of worldliness" in the 
"growing up youth." Her testimonies abound in "severe 
rebukes" and "warnings" regarding the "world and the 
ungodly." "He who does not leave behind everything 
that is worldly", reads one of her later testimonies, "can- 
not become and remain my disciple." "Thou shouldst 
erect a partition wall", reads another, "that the ungodly 
no longer may visit the Conmiunity." 

^*5 The direct quotations in the paragraph in the text 
are all from the Bezeugungen — chiefly from those of Bar- 
bara Heinemann and Christian Metz. 

i86pj.Qnj fl^g fii^ testimony given through Christian 
Metz which occurred at one o'clock at night on May 3, 
1819. Midnight was not an unusual time for the "prompt- 
ing of the Spirit." 

^^^This death occurred during the progress of the 
Unterredung at the beginning of the year 1868. The 
testimony mentioned was given through Barbara Heine- 
mann (Christian Metz had died a few months before) and 
contains a threat that "sick-bed will follow sick-bed and 
death message meet death message on the way" unless the 
spiritual condition of the Community improve and the 
members cease "to criticise the work with unbelieving 
reason." 

Gottlieb Scheuner records the fact that a certain Sist&t 
"who did not love the ways of humility and simplicity" 
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took the message to herself, became ill, and died within 
two weeks. This illness was regarded as a ''precious term 
of grace for the poor soul during which she came to com- 
prehend the many sins of her youth and the time so illy 
spent and most sincerely repented." — See (Jottlieb Scheu- 
ner^s Beschreibung des Qnadenwerks des Herm in den 
Oemeinden der Wahren Inspiration. 

^^ In 1871 the Amana Society received an anonymous 
prospectus of a book which contained much abusive mate- 
rial and ''a number of malicious, horrible calumnies and 
false accusations" regarding the Society. The prospectus 
was accompanied by a letter which stated that the author 
had received an offer of $8000 for his manuscript; but if 
the Society should desire it and would pay him a larger 
sum he would not publish it. The matter was referred to 
Ex-Governor Samuel J. Kirkwood who very soon ** un- 
masked the libelous spirit." '*He wrote to the author", 
says Gottlieb Scheuner, ''and denounced him at once as an 
evident swindler who was distorting the truth to extort 
money. And he warned him that this was a penitentiary 
offence. " The Governor's letter had the proper effect upon 
the author of the prospectus, and nothing more was ever 
heard of or from him. The prospectus and the corre- 
spondence with Governor KiAwood are in the possession 
of Mr. Arthur J. Cox, of Iowa City, through whose kind- 
ness the author has had the privilege of examining them. 

^^^ In reviewing a certain stormy period in the history 
of the Community, Gottlieb Scheuner remarks: "It was 
however not a period of decline, on the contrary one of 
rallying and self -collecting and of a deeper founding after 
this storm that they [the Community] might have a firmer 
foundation and greater endurance in the new storms which 
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were to come." — See HiMtorischer Bericht van der Neuen 
Erweckung SamnUung und Chrundung der Wahren Inspi- 
rations-Oemeinde, pp. 42, 43. 

^^(Jottlieb Scheuner's Historischer Bericht von der 
Neuen Erweckung Satnmlung und Chrundung der Wahren 
InspirationS'Oemeinde, p. 510. The testimoiiy referred to 
was probably given through Christian Metz. 

^'^ See Oeorg Melber's Ueberzeugung van der Oott- 
Uchkeit der Inspiration, published at Ronneberg in 1715. 
In the Bezeugungen dee Oeistes des Herm for 1834 there 
is recorded a similar testimony (No. 18) regarding an 
unfaithful member ''who no longer lived but whom th^ 
[some of the members of the Community] still greatly 
esteemed." It reads: ''Do not believe that such a soul 
which intentionally despised My Spirit and treated it 
mockingly has gone into rest and peace." 

CHAPTEB vni 

^'2 Prom a letter written by Christian Metz from 
Amana to the brethren at Ebenezer on July 15, 1859. 

^'^ The testimony referred to in the text was uttered 
on June 30, 1819, in the midst of the "trouble and oppres- 
sion" of "the Krausert affair." 

^^^ Bezetigungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1819. This 
testimony was given on resuming the work after the "fall" 
of Erausert. 

^^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1819. This 
was an Einsprache written on June 27, 1819. The gift of 
Aussprache was not granted to Christian Metz until 1828. 
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CHAPTER IX 

^'^ These introductory paragraphs to the Bezeugungen 
constitute in themselves a fairly complete history of im- 
portant events in the Community. 

^'^ The testimony referred to in the text in No. 19 in 
Bezettgungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1863. 

This ''most difficult and trying time'' occurred during 
the summer of 1863. In addition to the spiritual troubles 
recorded the Community suffered at this time from ''great 
heat and protracted drought." 

198 The earlier works of Dr. Johann W. Peterson were 
also burned at this time. Dr. Peterson was a "learned 
professor of Llineburg'' who espoused the cause of Inspi- 
ration in the seventeenth century — more than a quarter 
of a century before the time of Bock and Gruber. Under 
the Spirit of Inspiration "he saw many things which were 
to happen in the future." He wrote much concerning 
these visions. He had a gift for writing hymns ; and there 
is in use in the Community at the present time a collection 
of Dr. Peterson's psalms. — For a sketch of Johann W. 
Peterson see Perkins and Wick's History of the Amana 
Society, p. 9. 

199 << The testimonies of Barbara Heinemann", says 
Gottlieb Scheuner, "furnished the groundwork for the 
historical account of this period." 

^^ This entry was made on the second day of January, 
1866. Owing to failing health the entries for the preced- 
ing year were few and brief. After the death of Christian 
Metz, Gottlieb Scheuner, who had been the constant com- 
panion and devoted Scribe of the Werkzeug for eleven 
years, wrote the Anhang oder Ergdnzung zu dem Tagebuch 
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des l. set. Br. Christian Metz. This sapplement coven 
the period from 1865 to 1867 inclusive and deals jiartic- 
nlarly with the '^ circumstances of the illness and death of 
the beloved Brother." 

^^^ Qottlieb Scheuner was bom in Engelthal, Hessen- 
Darmstadt, Qermany. He was six and one-half years old 
when he came with his parents to the new home at Eben- 
ezer. In a brief autobiography Gottlieb Scheuner relates 
that ^'Bro. Christian Metz exhibited a particular love and 
affection for me when I was a child; and after I grew up 
he often invited me to visit him, he gave me books, pic- 
tures, etc., as tokens of his good will, and sought ever to 
draw me toward him. He often said when I became more 
mature I should take up my abode ^itirely with him." 
This plan it appears was not at first pleasing to this gifted 
youth, and he was later earnestly admonished in a Bezeug- 
ung ''not to lose the good intent, the good portion and lot 
to which I [the Lord] have called you from your earliest 
childhood." On October 15, 1852, he took up his residence 
with the Werkzeug Christian Metz, became his friend, 
companion, and faithful Scribe, and in 1853 he was called 
through Inspiration as a Community schoolmaster. To 
this service he devoted his talents until 1885 when he be- 
came the spiritual leader of the Community. His natural 
spirituality and his years of special training under Chris- 
tian Metz well fitted him for his high calling. He was 
a fluent and convincing speaker and a pleasing writer ; and 
his influence over the youth of the Community during the 
nearly half century of his service as schoolmaster and spir- 
itual leader can not be over-estimated. It ia the religious 
enthusiasm and unbounded devotion of such rare souls as 
Christian Metz and Gk>ttlieb Scheuner that have done so 
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much to prenenre in this materialistic age the ideals of 
the founders of the Community. 

OHAPTEB XE 

^^^Joh. A. Oruhers und H. 8. Oleims Leiden zu 
Zurich, 

^^^ The Vierundzwamig Begeln der Wahren (Jottselig- 
keit are given in full as a preface to the Jahrhucker for 
1819-1823. This volume, or Samndung, contains the testi- 
monies of Barbara Heinemann from the time of her '^mirac- 
ulous gift of Inspiration" to the date of her marriage. 

^^ The BundesschUessung of to-day is the renewing of 
this pledge according to the Twenty-four Rules for True 
Godliness. The young people ''make their vow" and new 
members pledge their fidelity "with heart, mouth, and 
hand to the Elder and assistant Elders as witnesses of 
GK>d, chosen by Qod and the congregation for this purpose 
. . . . according to the Twenty-four Rules for True 
Godliness [which were] given by the Spirit of the Lord 
through Inspiration." 

GHAPTEB XTTT 

^^^ From the account of the Liebes- und Oeddchtniss- 
maM des Leidem und Sterbens unsers Herm und HeUandes 
Jesu Christi for 1855. 

GHAPTEB XIV 

2^ William A. Hinds, who was a member of the Oneida 
Community, observes in his American Communities that 
"such a cleansing process [as the Untersuchung] might 
with advantage be adopted in every Community and every 
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church." The Shaken had its counterpart in the periodi- 
cal confession of sin. ''My son, give glory to the God of 
heaven", said Elder Evans, ''confess unto Him and tdl 
fM what thou hast done." The qrst^n of "Mutual Crit- 
icism" of the Oneida and Perfectionist communities had 
the same underlying motive; while the Harmcmists had 
their yearly reconciliation of all members of the Com- 
munity. 

lliis system of mutual criticism, personal ccmfession 
of sin, or whatever form the "regulator" may take, bears 
the same relation to communism (according to John Hum- 
phrey Noyes, founder and President of the Oneida Com- 
munity) which the system of judicature bears to ordinary 
society. 

^^ Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1851. This 
testimony occurred on July 7, 1851. 

^^ Bezeugungen des Geistes des Herm, 1858. It is a 
tendency to worldliness that is especially deplored in this 
testimony — a disinclination "to share the great and 
weighty inner and outer cares and burdens of the Com- 
munity" and a growing desire "to choose and follow the 
broad way of the flesh." 

209 Bezeugungen des Oeistes des Herm, 1878. 

^^^The quotations are part of a lengthy and rather 
elaborate Zeugniss given at a meeting of the Sisters at 
Nieder Ebenezer. It includes a general admonition, an 
appeal, thirteen individual admonitions, besides a "wcnrd 
to the children" and another to the "young Sisters." 

2^^ Christian Metz records in his Tagebtick the sus- 
pension of a meeting "because of grave indifference and 
desecration, especially on the part of the growing-up girls 
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and also because of the indolence and letliargy of the older 
Sisters, until a new repentance and self -finding shall come 
over them.'* 

CHAPTER XV 

^^2 Catechetischer Unterricht von der Lehre des HeUs, 
Part II, p. 75. 

^^^At the present time the Untersuchung as well as 
the ''arrangement and appointments" of the LiebestnaM 
itself are all decided through the Great Council of the 
Brethren. Even the selection of the testimonies to be read 
at the several meetings in each village is made hj the 
Great CounciL 

^1^ This Liebesfnahl of 1844-1845 was the first one 
celebrated in the New World. It was held under the 
direction of the Werkzeug Christian Metz. 

^^^ Christian Metz had died in July of the precediuf 
year. 

^^^ Gtottlieb Scheuner's Beschreibung des Onadenwerif$ 
des Herm in den Oemeinden der Wahren Impiratwn, p. 
57. In this account the appointees are aU mentioned by 
name. 

^^^ The two important testUBonies jraferred to in this 
account are Nos. 105 and 107 in Beteugungen des Oeistes 
des Herm, 1842. See also Gottlieb Scheuner's Historischer 
Bericht von der Nsmen Brweckung Samndung und Chrun- 
dung der Wakren Intpirations-Oemeinde, pp. 293-295. 
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GHAPTEB XVI 

^i< The title pages of the two Cateehiims are afanoat 
identical and read: 

J. J. J. Ckteehetieal Instnietion of the Teaehingi of SalTation 
preiented aeeording to the ttataneiitt of the Holj Scriptnros and 
founded npon the evangeUe-apottolie interpretation of the Spirit of 
God for the blened nae of the Yonth [or memben] of the Oommnni- 
tiea of Trae Inspiration. 

All of the Jahrbiicher and moat of the boda of a 
religions natnre published by the C<Hnmnnity have the 
mystic letters ''J. J. J.'' prefixed to the title. They signify 
Jesu Jehovah Immanuel. 

GHAPTEB XVn 

21' Psalter-Spiel, No. 152, p. 143. Many hjmns in the 
Psalter-Spiel are based on the Psalms of the Bible. 

2^ These prayers are portions of Noe. 917, 159, 429, 
and 241 respectively of the Psalter-Spiel. 

^^^Ausziige aus den TagebOchwm van Br. Christian 
Metz, p. 45. The following prefatory paragraph to the hymn 
quoted in the text occurs under the date of August 21, 1847 : 

El waren dea Naehts Hnnde in nnaerer Sehafheerde eingefallen 
nnd hatten mehrere lerriseen nnd die Heerde anieinander geepreagt 
Diesea ist mir bedenklieh. 

^^^Ausziige aus den TagebUchem van Br. Christian 
MetZy p. 447. Den 4 Juli. Nach einer schrecklichen Qewit- 
temacht mit f ortwahrendem Blitzen und Donnem. 

^^^Auszilge aus den Tagebiichem van Br. Christian 
Metz, p. 32. This Abendlied contains eleven verses. 

OHAPTEB XVIU 
22^ In the Vierundzwanzig Begeln der Wahren Oottset- 
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igkeit ''heads and fathers of households'' are admonished 
to ''see to this, that you prove truly heads and lights of 
your households .... that you may bring your 
help-mates .... to true conduct and fear of 
Qod." Again, "your children .... you shall en- 
deavor with all your power to sacrifice to Me and to lead 
to Me.'' 

225 i^e effectiveness of public opinion as a restraint in 
such a community as Amana can not be over-estimated. 
Even in the world it is perhaps true that "public opinion 
exercising a censorship over our actions is far more potent 
than all the laws which human wisdom can devise." 

226 The Elders, being chosen with great care for their 
spirituality, are not educated for their ofSce; nor do they 
give their time entirely to church work. Indeed, most of 
the religious communities of the past century have had no 
regular clergy. The Zoar Society particularly had a strong 
aversion to the ministers of the world who "do not get 
their knowledge from Gk>d but have learned it like a trade 
in the schools." 

CHAPTEB XIX 

227 rpj^Q concluding quotation in the text is from Horace 
Greeley's Becollections of a Busy Life. Horace Greeley 
was intensely interested in "association", and devoted time, 
influence and money to the promotion of Fourierism. In his 
retrospect of the "successes and failures of Socialism" he 
says: "With a firm and deep religious basis, any Socialis- 
tic scheme may succeed .... Without a basis of re- 
ligious sympathy and religious aspiration, it will always 
be difficult." 
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THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OP 
THE AMANA SOCIETY 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas the Community of True Inspiration has in 
the year 1843, and in the years following, emigrated from 
Germany into the United States of America, for the sake of 
enjoying the noble civil and religious liberties of this coun- 
try, and has settled at Ebenezer, in the County of Erie 
and State of New York, on the former Buffalo Creek Indian 
Beservation, where it has since existed, under the protection 
of Gk)d, in peace and prosperity ; and whereas the said Com- 
munity, in the year 1854, according to the known will of 
Qod, resolved unanimously, to sell the Ebenezer lands, and 
to undertake a new settlement in the western country, and 
has consequently, in the year 1855 and the years following, 
purchased a tract of land in the State of Iowa, and has paid 
for the same out of the funds of the Community; and 
whereas a b^^inning has since been made of this new settle- 
ment, with the purpose to continue and accomplish such 
resettlement by degrees, as the times and circumstances 
will permit. 

Now THEBEFOSE, wc the Undersigned members of the 
Community of True Inspiration, feeling thankful for the 
grace and beneficence of Ood, to be privileged under the 
liberal laws of this state to an incorporation as a religious 
Society, do hereby associate ourselves anew under the cor- 
porate name of 
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THB AMANA SOCIETY 

in the County and State of Iowa, and have adopted and 
do herewith adopt the following ConatituticHi and By-Laws. 

CONSTITUTION 
ABTIGLE I 

The foundation of our civil organizatiixi is and shall 
remain forever (Jod, the Lord, and the faith, which He 
worked in ns according to His free grace and mercy, and 
which is founded upon (1) the word of Gknl as revealed 
in the old and new testament; (2) the testimony of Jesus 
through the Spirit of Prophecy; (3) the hidden spirit of 
grace and chastisement. 

The purpose of our association as a religious Socidy 
is therefore no worldly or selfish ime, but the purpose of 
the love of Gknl in His vocation of grace received by us, 
to serve Him in the bond of union, inwardly and outwardly, 
according to His laws and His requirements in our own 
consciences, and thus to work out the salvation of our souls, 
through the redeeming grace of Jesus Christ, in self-denial, 
in the obedience to our faith, and in the demonstration of 
our faithfulness in the inward and outward service of the 
Community by the i>ower of grace which God presents us 
with. 

And to fulfill this duty we do hereby covenant and 
promise collectively and each to the other by the acceptance 
and signing of this present Ccmstitution. 

ABTICLE n 

In this bond of union tied by God amongst ourselves, 
it is our unanimous will and resolution that the land pnr- 
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chased here and that may hereafter be purchased shall be 
and remain a common estate and property, with all im- 
provements thereupon and all appurtenances thereto, as also 
with all the labor, cares, troubles and burdens, of which 
each member shall bear his allotted share with a willing 
heart. 

And having obtained in pursuance of the act of the 
legislature of this State, Chapter 131, passed March 22d, 
1858, an incorporation as a religious society, it is hereby 
agreed on that the present and future titles to our common 
lands shall be conveyed to and vested in the Amana Society, 
as our corporate name by which we are known in law. 

ABTICLE ni 

Agriculture and the raising of cattle and other domes- 
tic animals, in connection with some manufactures and 
trades shall under the blessing of Qod form the means of 
sustenance for this Society. Out of the income of the land 
and the other branches of industry the common expenses 
of the Society shall be defrayed. 

The surplus, if any, shall from time to time be applied 
to the improvement of the commcm estate of the Society, to 
the building and maintaining of meeting and school houses, 
printing establishments, to the support and care of the old, 
sick and infirm members of the Society, to the founding of 
a business and safety fund, and to benevolent purposes in 
general. 

ABTICLE IV 

The control and management of all the affairs of this 
Society shall be vested in a Board of Trustees consisting 
of thirteen members, to be annually elected out of the num- 
ber of Elders in the Community, by the members of the 
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Society entitled to vote. The time, place, and manner of 
holding all elections for officers in this corporaticm and the 
qualifications of voters shall be regulated by by-laws to 
be adopted by the Community. 

In the Trustees, so elected, we the undersigned m^nbers 
do hereby vest all the powers, rights of action and privileges 
granted to corporations by the laws of this State, and also 
all requisite i>ower and authority to arrange, control, and 
manage, in brotherly concurrence according to our order of 
grace, or by a majority of votes, all the affairs and concerns 
of this corporatiixi whatsoever; to receive new members 
under this Constitution; to assign to the members their 
work, labor and employment; to fix the amounts of the 
yearly allowances for the support of the members; to ex- 
clude, order away, and remove such members who are un- 
ruly and resisting, and who will not mend themselves after 
repeated admonition; to settle and liquidate the accounts 
of those members withdrawing from the Society, either by 
their own choice or by expulsion ; to receive and to admin- 
istrate all the active and passive property of the Society; 
to keep books and accounts of everything; to buy and to 
sell ; to make, fulfill, and revoke contracts, to carry on agri- 
culture, the rearing of cattle, manufactures, mills and 
trades of any kind, to erect buildings, to improve and take 
down the same ; to make inventories ; to appoint attomejrs, 
agents, and managers; to borrow, lend and safely invest 
funds and moneys; also in the corporate name of the 
Society, or in the name of the Trustees, or of any member 
thereof to ask, demand, levy, recover and receive all kinds 
of goods, moneys, principal and interest, effects, debts, 
demands, inheritances and legacies, wheresoever and what- 
soever ; to receive, execute and deliver all deeds, mortgages, 
notes, powers of attorney, receipts, and all other documoits 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX 383 



and accomits whatsoever; and to do, transact and cany 
oat all needful, beneficial, legal, proper, jnst and equitable 
acts, matters and things in general of all and every kind 
whatsoever, all for and in the name, behalf and benefit of 
this corporation. 

In the event however of matters of great importance 
and responsibility it shall be the duly of the Trustees to 
hold special meetings and to decide therein either by unan- 
imous concurrence or by a majority of votes whether or 
not such matters shall be submitted for counsel and decision 
by vote to all the Elders of the Community and to the 
members entitled to vote. 

AU resolutions of the Board of Trustees relating to 
the sale of the Society's lands situate within the township 
of Amana require the consent of two-thirds of all the 
Trustees and of two-thirds of aU the Elders in the Commu- 
nity, as also the consent of a majority of the members 
entitled to vote. 

The lands now owned by the Society lying beyond the 
township of Amana shall be under the administration of 
the Trustees with power to sell, exchange, or rent the 
same, as they shall find best in the interest of the Society. 

Vacancies in the Board of Trustees occasioned by 
withdrawal, sickness or death of any of its members, may 
be filled for the intervening time until the next annual elec- 
tion by the remaining Trustees themselves, out of the num- 
ber of the Elders in the Community. 

The Trustees shall annually elect out of their num- 
ber one President, one Vice President, and one Secretary, 
and shall procure a seal, which shall be the corporate seal 
of the Society. 

All public and legal documents and instruments ema- 
nating from the Society by a resolution of the Trustees, 
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in conformity with thia Constitution, shall be signed by the 
President, countersigned by the Seci^tary, and the cor- 
porate seal of the Society afBzed thereto. 

In the month of Jnne in each year the Tmstees shall 
exhibit to the voting members of the Society a foU state- 
ment of the real and personal estate of the Society. 

ABTICLE V 

Every member of this Society is in duty bound to 

, hand over his or her personal and real property to the 

Trustees for the common fund, at the time of his or her 

acceptance as a member, and before the signing of this 

Constitution. 

For such payments into the common fund each mem- 
^ ber is entitled to the credit thereof in the bo<^ of the 
Society, and to a receipt signed by the President and Sec- 
retary of the Board of Trustees, and is moreover secured 
for such payments by the pledge of the common property 
of the Society. 

ABTICLE VI 

Every member of this Society is, besides the free board 
and dwelling, and the support and care secured to him in 
old age, sickness and infirmity, further entitled out of the 
* common fund to an annual sum of maintenance for him 
or herself, children and relatives in the Society ; and these 
annual allowances shall be fixed by the Trustees for each 
member single or in fiimilies, according to justice and 
equity, and shall be from time to time revised and fixed 
anew, in accordance with a list to be kept thereof. 

And we, the undersigned members of this corporation 
in consideration of the enjoyment of these blessings in the 
bond of our Communion, do hereby release, grant and quit- 
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claim to the said corporation, for oorselyes, our children, 
heirsy and administrators all claims for wages and interest 
of the capital paid into the common fund, also all claims for 
any part of the income and profits, and of any share in the 
estate and properly of the Society separate from the whole 
and common stock. 

AETICLE Vn 

All children and minors in the Society, after the death 
of their parents or relatives, shall as orphans be under 
the special guardianship of the Trustees of the Society, 
during the time of their minority. In case of such parents 
or relatives deceased having a credit on the books of the 
Society, without their leaving a will or testament for the 
disposition of the same ; or in case such parents or relatives 
are indebted to the Society for advances made them, then 
the children or minors of such parents and relatives shall 
at the time of their majority, in regard to such credits or 
debts, enter into the rights and into the liabilities of their 
deceased parents and relatives, as their natural and lawful 
heirs, and the credits and debts of members so deceased 
shall then be transferred on the books of the Society to such 
heirs, according to the proi>er share of each, under the 
direction of the Trustees. Such personal estates or credits 
as may be left by members, dying in the Society, without 
having made any will or testament for the disposition of 
the same, and without leaving any lawful heirs, shall revert 
to and invest in said corporation. 

ABTICLE Vin 

Such members as may recede from the Society, either 
by their own choice or by expulsion, shall be entitled to 
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reeeiye back the moneys paid by them into the common fond, 
and to interest thereon at the rate not exceeding five per 
cent per annum, from the time of the adjustment of thdr 
aeoounts until the repayment of their credits, which rate is 
to be fixed by the Board of Trustees. 

Such receding members shall, however, not be entitled 
to any other allowance for any services rendered to the 
Society during their membership, except such as may be 
granted them by the Board of Trustees, on the settloEient 
of their accounts, as a gratuity and not as a legal daim. 

To enable however the Society to make such repay- 
ments to receding members, as also eventual payments of 
legacies and inheritances of members deceased in the So- 
ciety, to relatives or heirs thereto entitled beyond the 
Society, without loss and oppression, it has been agreed 
on between ourselves, that such payments shall be made in 
the following manner, viz: of all sums up to $500, one- 
fourth part on the adjustment of the claim, and the re- 
mainder within four m<mth8 thereafter; of all sums over 
$500 up to $20,000, and over, the sums of from $200 to $600 
at the time of settlement, and the remainder in tiiree, four, 
six, nine, twelve, fifteen, eighteen and twenty-one equal 
four-monthly installments, in proportion to the amounts to 
be paid« 

Our purpose is not to withhold from any one his due 
without necessity, but also to secure the Society in all 
cases against distress and trouble ; the authority shaU there- 
fore be left with our Trustees to act herein according to 
the times and circumstances, and to effect a compromise 
with the claimants in questi<m according to justice and 
equity. 
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ABTIGLE IX 

Amendments to this Constitution may at any time 
be proposed by any member of this Society to the Board 
of Trustees for counsel and examination. Any amend- 
ments however to be received and accepted as a part of 
the present Constitution, require the consent of two-thirds 
of the Board of Trustees, of two-thirds of the remaining 
Elders, and of a majority of the members entitled to vote. 

ABTICLB X 

This Constitution shall take effect on the first of Jan- 
uary, 1860, and shall be signed by all members of lawful 
age, male and female, in a separate bo<^ to be appropriated 
hereto and to be left in the safe keeping of the Board of 
Trustees. A copy of this Constitution shall upon request 
be handed to any voting member of the Society for perusal 
and reference. 

Done in public meeting. Witness our signatures. 
Amana, in the County and State of Iowa, in the Month of 
December, A. D. 1859. 

BT-LAWS» 

Concerning the Election 

The election shall be held annually on the first Tues- 
day in the month of December. 

Each male member who has signed the Constitution, 
as also the widows and such female members over thirty 
years of age, who are not represented by a male member 
shall be entitled to vote. 



*The8e By-Laws were adopted in 1859. 
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On said day of election thirteen (13) Trustees shaU 
be chosen by the ballot of the qualified voters for the term 
of one year, beginning on the second Tuesday in the numth 
of December of the same year. 

The election of Trustees shall be held at Amana at 
the polling place. Any change of place or time of election 
shall be made known to the voters fourteen days before 
election. The Township Trustees and Clerk shall consti- 
tute the board of this electi(Hi« 

These thirteen (13) Trustees thus elected shall meet 
on the second Tuesday in the month of December and shall 
elect out of their own number one President, one Vice 
President, and one Secretary. Vacancies by withdrawal ot 
decease may be filled by the Trustees during the year in 
like manner. 
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Ahiheilungen, sobdiTinons of 
Versammlungen, 281, 289 

Aekermaimy (Gottlieb, prominent 
membor of Commonitj of True 
Inspiration, 351 

Adornment, personal, soppreosion 
of, 141, 160, 196 

Agriculture, sjstem in, 168; 
manner of carrying on, 168- 
172; advantage of communis* 
tic system in, 170; care taken 
in, 171; belief of Shakers in, 
175; combination of manufac- 
turing and, by Amana Society, 
176 

Allowances, annual, manner of 
making, 116; complaint regard- 
ing small, 117; to members, 
amount of, 116; fixed by trus- 
tees, 384 

Amana, the reaiy 7, 15, 221, 322 ; 
home of Community of True 
Inspiration at, 15; genuineness 
of life of, 17; naming of, 78; 
significance of name of, 78; vil- 
lage of, capital of Community 
of True Inspiration, 79; A De- 
scriptive Account of, 91; care 
of defectives at, 96; profusion 
of flowers at, 98, 99; visitors 
invited and uninvited at, 99, 
100, 101, 153, 356; tramp prob- 
lem of, 101, 102; rotation in of- 
flee not practiced in, 105, 347; 
character of present-day leaders 
of, 107, 348; difilculties in ad- 
ministration of, 107; criticism 
of the system of government of, 
114; sentiment in, against ex- 
travagance, 117, 118; ambition 



of youth of, 123; reference to, 
133; industrial, 168-188; mills 
and factories in, 176; indus- 
trial, ruling principle of, 180; 
pharmacy at, 184; Conference 
of Elders held at, 287; church 
of, 310; not simply an experi- 
ment in communism, 322; hill 
of, described in Bible, 343 

AmanOf Lied von, 343 

Amana calico, fame of, 126, 159, 
182 

Amana estate, natural resourees 
of, 93; extent and con^K)sition 
of, 93, 94; picturesqueness of, 
15, 94 

Amana houses, description of, 96, 
97; vines covering, 97 

Amana Society, incorporation of, 
84; adoption of new Constitu- 
tion by, 84; character of Con- 
stitution of, 85; discussion of 
civil action regarding, 87, 88; 
decision of Supreme Court re- 
garding, 88; growth and pros- 
perity of, 89; governing body 
of, 103; control of affairs in, 
103; voting members of, 109, 
387; bylaws of, 109, 387-388; 
special meetings of, 109; avoid- 
ance of mass meetings by, 109; 
relation of individual to govern- 
ment of, 110; mistakes avoided 
by, 110; provision for members 
receding from, 118; members 
of, from the world, 118; rec- 
ords of, 119; expensea of poor 
families paid by, 119; debts of 
prospective members assumed 
by, 120; probation of applicant 
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for membenhip in, 121; proeeM 
of admiition to member^p in, 
121; internal growth of, 122; 
proeew of admittinff yonng peo- 
ple to membership in, 123, 124; 
fame of chemical products of, 
126; soppression of the individ- 
ual in, 126, 127; response of, in 
cases of disaster, 164; indus- 
trial history of, an argument 
for communism, 168; amount of 
land rented out bj, 169; live 
stock raised by, 171; agricul- 
tural products of, 171 ; standard 
of agriculture raised by, 171; 
care taken in agriculture by, 
171; picturesquenees of secnee 
in, 172; industrial activities of, 
175; tendency of, to rent out 
land, 175; ccuabination of man- 
ufacturing and agriculture in, 
176; high quality of goods 
nHrn&ctured by, 179; mem- 
bers of, as salesmen for 
woolen goods, 179; name of, 
a guarantee of honesty, 179; 
influence of, on surrounding 
country, 182; no newspaper 
-^^ published by, 183; operation of 
breweries ij, 185; closing of 
breweries by, 185; school tax 
levied by, 198; Amana Town- 
ship owneid by, 198; attempt at 
blackmail of, 367; Constitution 
and By-Laws of, 379; religious 
foundation of, 267, 380; pur- 
pose of, 380; compact of, 380; 
text of Constitution of, 380- 
387; provision for communism 
in Constitution of, 381; corpo- 
rate name of, 381; incorpora- 
tion of, as religious society, 84, 
381; activities of, 168, 381; 
provision for expenditure of 
funds of, 381; administration 
of, 381-384; manner of settling 
important questions in, 110, 
883; provision for sale of land 
of, 383; officers of, 383; seal 



of, 383, 384; common property 
of, 384; privileges of member- 
ship in, 3i84; rdinquishment of 
claim by members of, 384, 385; 
provision for inheritance in, 
385; provision concerning mem- 
bers receding from, 386, 386; 
provision for ame»dhnent8 to 
Constitution of, 387; text of 
By-Laws of, J67, 388. (See 
also Conuavnlty of True In- 
spiration) 

Amana Township, ownership of, 
83, 149, 198 

Amana woman, freedom of, from 
vexations, 152, 156 

Amana youth, ambition of, 123; 
hobbies of, 142; training o^ 
199 

Ambition, personal, among mem- 
bers, 107; of Amana youth, 
123; of Amana maid, 123. 

America, Amana a bit of Europe 
in, 15; prophecies regarding 
emigration to, 57; committee 
appointed to purchase land in, 
58 

Ainerican CammuniUe$f by Wil- 
liam A. Hinds, quotation from, 
105, 106. (See Notes and Bef- 
erencee) 

Amerioan 8ooiaU$m, Higtory of, 
by John Humphrey Koyes, 355 

Amlsh Mennonites, settlement of, 
181; spiritual regulator of, 281; 
dress of, 159, 181; aversion of, 
to instrumental music, 314 

Amishman, resemblance between 
Inspirationist and, 159 

Amusements, absence of, 166 

Ancestry, Pietist, of Inspiration- 
ists, 120, 148, 161, 313 

Anhang oder Ergdnsmng e% dem 
Tagehueh de$ Br. Cfcmtum 
Met£, prepared by Qottlieb 
Scheuner, 262. (See Notes and 
Beferences) 

Anniversaries, observance of, 212 
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Apostles Creed) Der Olauben sab- 
stantiaUj the, 265 

ApothekeTy Conrad Schadt, at 
Amana, 126, 184, 346, 359 

Appendix, 377 

ArheitMchuUy knitting taught 
during, 201; meaning of, 201; 
teachers in, 204; reference to, 
206. 

Archiv at Middle Amana, un- 
published manuscripts in, 7, 
256; manuscripts of Johann 
Adflmi Gruber in, 361 

Archives, many Zeugniise of 
Bock among manuscripts in, 328 

Armenburg, naming of, by Com- 
munity of True Inspiration, 53 ; 
farewell Liebewtahl at, 58, 147, 
292; present condition of castle 
of, 337; name, used by Inspi- 
rationists alone, 338 

Army, contributions by Commu- 
nity for support of, 165 

Amsburg, cloister at, rented by 
Community, 52; removal of 
Conmiunity at Bonneburg to, 53. 
(See also Armenburg) 

Artikel des chriatUohen Olaubens, 
Die, 265 

Assistance, employment of, from 
outside, 169 

Attorney General of Iowa, argu- 
ment of, in State of Iowa v. 
Amuma Society, S3 

Av99pmt^e 'MnL Vwi^nvciis, vs* 
tinction between, 241, 332 

Australia, importation of wool 
from, 176 

AueeUge aua den Tagehikihem 
von Br, Chrietian Meta, edited 
by Gottlieb Bcheuner, 262. (See 
Notes and Beferences) 

Author's Preface, 7 

Baksbt, viUage, 153, 185 
Baptism, attitude toward, by wa- 
ter, 302 

Batimler, Joseph, visit of Chris- 
tian Metz to, 351; attitude of, 



toward institution of marriage^ 
353 

Bergheim, 173 

Bergzabem, Michael Krausert at, 
37; Barbara Heinemann called 
as a Werlceeug of Inspiration 
at, 40; Inspirationist congrega- 
tion at, 335 

Bericht von der Inspirations' 
Sache, "false spirits" discussed 
by £. L. Gruber in, 24; ex- 
tract from, regarding divine na- 
ture of Inspiration, 224. (See 
Notes and Beferences) 

Bewegungen, convulsions accom- 
panying state of Inspiration, 
235; account of, by early 
Scribe, 236, 237; divine nature 
of, 238; nature of, described by 
ImpircUione-Werlcsfeug, 239 

Beyer, John, former President of 
Ainana Society, 348 

Beeeugniase, (See Beeeugungen) 

Beeeugungen, recorded testimon- 
ies of Werkaeugef 23; divine 
origin of, 24; convulsions ac- 
companying, 235, 236; nature 
and scope of, 243; contents of, 
244; personal admonitions in, 
246; much of philosophy of Job 
in, 248; phraseology of, of Bar- 
bara Heinemann, 252; style of^ 
of Christian MeU, S53-fiS§; m- 
tffsJnctloMS to, t56; "demons 
of doubt and unbelief" con« 
ceming, 259; destruction of, in 
Krausert 's time, 260; basis of 
faith of Inspirationists found 
in, 264; reading of, at religious 
services of Inspirationists, 314 

Beeeugungen dee Oeistee dee 
Herm, 24; preservation and 
publication of, 256. (See Notes 
and Beferences) 

Bischweiler, home of George 
Landmann, husband of the 
Werlczeug, Barbara Heinemann, 
42; lengthy testimony through 
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OhristlAB Meti at, 243; Inipint- 
tioniit eongregation at, 335 

BleibtreUf nrtt name of Iowa 
koine, 78; song of, 342 

Board of Tniitees. (See Tros- 
tees, Boi^ of) 

Bohemian Brethren, Hermhuter 
a remnant of, 336 

B5hme, Jaeob, noted German 
mjnrtie, 325 

Bookbinderj, Oommnnitj, 183 

Booki, abe^ee of, in homes, 147 ; 
dttnge of attitude toward, 149 

Brethren, Oreat Council of. (See 
Great Gouneil of the Brethrra) 

Breweries, operation and dosing 
of, 185 

Bric-a-brae, prevalence of, in 
rooms of Amana girls, 141 

Brief Hutory of the Anutna 8<h 
cieiy, hj Ghas. F. No6. (See 
Notes and Beferences) 

Brook Farm, failure of, 83 

Bfool^lya Eagle, Ghas. M. Skin- 
ner's Studies in Applied Social- 
iem in, 346 

BruderraiK, composition of, 113; 
functions of, 113 

Braderfaihehechhus, Michael 
Krausert expelled by action of, 
37 

Bftdingen, Landrath of, cloister 
at Marienbom rented of, 50; 
Hermhaag rented of noble fam- 
ily of, 51; reference to, 267, 
337 

Buffalo (New York), first home 
of Inspirationists in America 
near, 59; Constitution of Inspi- 
rationists translated at, 65; 
worldly influence of, on Com- 
munity of True Inspiration, 71 

Buffalo Greek Indian Beserva- 
tion, settlement on, 379 

BundesscMieseung, graduation 
exercises a preparation for, 
216; description of, 216-218; 
order of taking pledge at, 218; 
ceremony of, 371 



Business, legal, of Commn&ity, 
transacted at Marengo, 111 

By-Laws, Constitution and, 379; 
text of, 387, 388 

Cabbt, Etienne, founder of Icar- 
ian Community, 75 

Calico, Amana, fame of, 126, 159, 
182; establishment for printing 
of, 181; patterns for printing 
of, 181 ; amount of, printed and 
dyed daily, 181; colors used in 
dyeing, 181; price of, 182; 
number of men employed in 
printing of, 182 

California, 159, 164 

Canada, villages of Inspiration- 
ists in, 61; Amana caHeo wfAd, 
throughout, 182 

CaUekeiieeheT UnterrecM ffon 
der Lehre dee HeiUf 295. (See 
Notes and Beferenees) 

Catechisms, extract from, con- 
cerning talking at table, 155; 
rules in, 209; questioning of 
graduates in, 213; reference to, 
294; title pages of, 374 

Catholics, former, in Community, 
119 

GeUbacy, Marriage and, 129-137; 
adoption of, by Hannonisis, 
129; attitude of Zoar SodeCy 
toward, 129; attitude of Inspi- 
rationists toward, 130-134, 136, 
137; young people admonished 
to adopt, 134; detrimental t«i- 
dency of, 137 

Cemetery, Amana, 320 

Centre Family of Ldianon, de- 
sertion of, 140 

Characteristics of True Inspirs- 
tion, The, 228 

Charity, contributions of Inspira- 
tionists for, 164, 358 

Chicago, purchase of wool in 
market of, 176 ; reference to, 184 

Children, reduction of parents to 
lowest spiritual order upon 
birth of, 134; principles in eth- 
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ieal tffmi»i«g of, IfO; dMeifal- 
iMflB mad good wtmmmen of, 203; 
treatmeat of, ia ortoBli, 205; 
rales for coadKi of, 20»-211 ; 

BBOOCISCB to &OB0^aUB UOKWSOtlKk 

ooiHJItioM of, 212 
OdBm, IM 

GfaristmM Dij (ISIS), Bubum 
TTnimimann eaDed m a Werk- 
Meug of lafpimtioa oa, 40 
GfanstiBas praeati, attita do to- 
ward, 144, 145 
Ohnreh, Aanaa, ao "itoeiile 
iMnise," 310; ifffdiafo at, 
fonnerlj eooipalaory, 311; de- 
•eiiptioB of iatfliior of, 312; 
general lavico of, 313 
Ghareb of Bwae, mauHmntf be- 
tweea Coatanai^ aad, 136 
GIgan, maaefaetare of, 186 
CSril War, attitode of la^iixa- 
tioiiists toward, 164 
Oataia, rdiaqoirinMat of, bj 
laemben, 116, 3S4, 385 
OoDege of Medidae (UaiTerntx 
of Iowa), Aaiaaa pfayiietaiifl 
graduates of, 346 
(£Uege of Phanaaej (UaiTeni- 
tj of Iowa), Aaiaaa i^iaraia- 
eiBta gradoatee of, 346 
Collegia Pietatia reHgioaa meet- 
ings of Spener, 325 
Golonj Blue, calieo known as, 

182 
Colorado, importation of wool 
from, 176 

Commercialism, absence of Amer- 
ican spirit of, in Amana, 118 
Committee of Inspirationists to 
purchase land in the West, 72 
Communism, not inspired by so- 
cial philosophy of 18th century, 
16; beginnings of, in Commu- 
nity, 54; tl^ough Berelation, 
65; reasons for adoption of, 64, 
65; opposition to, 66; advan- 
tages of, 67; court decisions re- 
garding, 86; spirit of, 126; 
blending of individualism and. 



130, 151; importaat 
gaz^ag le^al aspeets ot 344 
Cttmmmmiaiie 8 mci eti€9 •f tfts 
UmUed Stmtes, The, Noid- 
beff'a. (See Notes aad Befar- 

Cnmwmmitirt, Ameriemm^ by WO- 
fiaai A. Hiads, qaotatioa fnn, 
105, 106. (See Notes aad Bef- 

Cos Mwai ty of True laspiratioa, 
a chareh, 7, 16; IFsltea- 
seisaaw^ of, 8, 126, 180; sourc- 
es of history of, 8; a ss istsarei 
readered by UMmbers of, 
foreign to its surronadiags, 16 
doadnated by an ideal, 17 
changes taldag f^aee ia 
of, 18 ; beginnings of, 21 ; 
es of Decline of, in 18th cen- 
tury, 34; Beawakeaing or Be- 
Tnral of, in 10th century, 35; 
spiritual management of, in 
han^ of Christian Metx, 44, 
45; first home in America of, 
60; final adoption of conunun- 
isra by, 67; naiterial prosperity 
of, 60-71; purchase of land in 
Iowa by, 73, 03; nature of do- 
main in Iowa of, 74; extent of 
domain in Iowa of, 83; incor- 
poration of, 84; no Werkseug 
since 1883 in, 00; villagce of, 
05; experience of, in seeking 
seclusion, 00, 100; government 
and administration of, 103; 
avoidance of extreme democra- 
cy by, 103; bloiding of tempor- 
al and spiritoal authority in, 
103; theory of office-holding in, 
105; duties of members of, 105, 
208 ; honesty of officers of, 106 ; 
policy of government in, 106; 
personal ambition of members 
of, 107; growth and prosperity 
of, 108; absence of lawyers in, 
111; employment of counsel by. 
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111; r60peet for age in, 111; 
part plajed by members in 
shaping policies of, 114; suc- 
cess of the governmental policy 
of, 114; provision of Constitu- 
tion of, regarding membership, 
115, 116, 118; spirit of, 117; 
people from other societies join- 
ug, 118; Catholics in, 119; ae- 
ceadons to membership of, from 
Germany, 119 ; homogeneity 
among members of, 119; soli- 
darity of, 119; fraudulent prac- 
tices against, 120; socialistic 
tendency of new members of, 
120; discord in, 120; treatment 
of new comers by, 120; rejec- 
tion of applications for mem- 
bership by, 121; insubordina- 
tion among young people of, 
122; removal of, to .^erica, 
124; treatment of disobedienee 
in, 124, 125; dissatisfaction 
among members of, 127; peace- 
ful ideal of, 127; voluntary 
character of, 128; removal of, 
to Iowa, 132; salvation supreme 
object of life in, 133; with- 
drawals from, caused by atti- 
tude toward marriage, 133; at- 
titude of, toward divorce, 136; 
importance of institution of 
family to, 137; standard of 
workmanship in, 138; absence 
of crowding in, 139; blending 
of individualism and commun- 
ism in homes of, 139; wisdom 
of leaders of, 140; attitude of, 
toward photographs, 143, 144; 
attitude of, toward Christmas 
presents, 144; ancient books 
and letters in, 146 ; libraries in, 
149; Amana Township owned 
by, 83, 149, 198; flezibiUty of 
rules of, 150; executive ability 
necessary in management of, 
150; purity and simplicity of, 
151; freedom of, from adulter- 
ated foods, 153; self-sufficiency 



of, 153; diet of, 154; hours of 
serving meals in, 154; tongue 
regarded as unruly by, 155 ; po- 
si^on of women in, 156; de- 
scription of dress of membra 
of, 158-160; care of aged in, 
161, 162; contributions for sap- 
port of army by, 165; abaenee 
of amusements in, 166; soeia- 
bility in, 166; agricultural in- 
dustries of, 168-172; hours of 
labors in fields of, 170; wages 
paid in, 170; law suit agaimt, 
171; use of ox-teams by, 172; 
effectiveness of work in, 173; 
money-making not the main ptor- 
pose in, 173; regularity and 
simplicity of life in, 173; good 
health and longevity in, 173; 
care of needy mechanics by, 
173; lack of sympathy with la- 
bor unions in, 174; building 
of mills and factories l^, 174, 
175; simple branch of maira- 
facturing favored by, 175; de- 
sire of, to meet its own needs, 
185; tradesmen in, 185; manu- 
facture and use of wine by, 
186; raising of tobacco by, 
186; manufacture of cigars by, 
186; industrial atmosphere of, 
187; ef&ciency of labor in, 188; 
progressive spirit of, 188; pros- 
pects for perpetuity of, 188; 
training of members of, 189; 
school system in, 198; school 
teachers members of, 198; de- 
sire for convenience in, 200; 
obedience to leaders in, 203, 
204; position of school-master 
in, 204; age of teachers in, 
205; treatment of children in 
schools of, 205; history of, 
taught in schools, 208; yearly 
examination of members of, 
212 ; observance of anniversaries 
by, 212; divine guidance of, 
through Inspiratums-Werkseuife^ 
222; attempt at blackmail of. 
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248; preservatioii and pablica- 
tion of the Tefltimoniefl of, 256; 
TagebUcher of, 256; "demons 
of doubt and onbeli^" in, 259; 
divine direction for compilation 
of history of, 261; basis of 
faith of, 264; spiritual orders 
of, 280; catechism of, 294; re- 
ligions services of, 310; exelu- 
flion from prayer meeting a 
mode of punishment in, 312; 
funeral services of, 318; no 
mourning for the dead in, 319; 
future of, 321, 322; not simply 
an experiment in communism, 
322; birthday of, 325; physi- 
cians and pharmacists of, 346; 
officers of, 348; incorporation 
of, as religious society, 379; 
compact of, 379; outline history 
of, 379 

Conference of Elders, special 
spiritual examination, 287 

Constitution of Community, pro- 
visional, 61; character of, 85; 
provisions of, regarding mem- 
bership, 115, 116, 118; signing 
of, by young i>eople, 123, 124; 
extract from, 175; founded up- 
on divine revelation, 296; sup- 
ported by Scriptures, 297; 
By-Laws and, 379; text of, 380- 
387; provision for amendments 
to, 387; schedule in, 387 

Constitution of Ebenezer Socie- 
ty, amendments to, providing 
for absolute communism, 67; re- 
modelling of, 85 

Contents, Table of, 11 

Corinthians, Epistle to, quotation 
from, 233 

Council, directions regarding 
government by, 104 

Council of the Brethren, Great. 
(See Great Council of the 
Brethren) 

Covenant, Renewing of, 121, 
216-218, 292; reading of, 217 

Cox, Arthur J., some Amana 



documents in possession of, 367 
Creed, absence of, in Community, 

265 
Creed, Apostles, Der Glauben 

substantially the, 265 

Daisy, village, 153, 185 
Darmstadt, Cabinet of, refusal 

of rights of citizenship by, 337 
Death as a means of divine pun- 
ishment, 248 
Decline, causes of, 32, 34; no 

testimonies in Community dur- 
ing, 258 
DeScation, Author's, 3 
Democrats, member of Commun- 
ity elected assessor by, 162 
DenksprHche, sur Behereigung 

fUr fromme Kinder, 294 
Diariwm, Zeugnisse preserved in, 

256 
Dining-room, description of 

kitchen-house, 155 
Discipline, question of, settled by 

Great Council, 125; school, 203, 

204 
Disobedience, treatment of, 124, 

125 
Disputes, settlement of, at 

Amana, 110 
Dissatisfaction among members, 

127 
District Court (Iowa), decision 

of, regarding Amana Society, 

87 
Divorce, attitude of Community 

towards, 136 
Doctrine of True Inspiration, 

fundamental, 221 
Dorf, German, resemblance of 

Amana village to, 95 
Doubt, scientific, absence of, in 

Community, 147 
Dress, nothing distinctive in, 

158; description of, 158-160; 

early admonitions regarding, 

196 
Duill, Johann Nicolaus, early In- 

spirationist writer, 233; divine 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



INDEX 



origin of Iiiq>initioB diieuMed 
by, 363, 364 
Dimkardfly village of, 346 

East Amama, laying out of, 79; 
reference to, 95; removal of 
Kinderlekrer in, 132 

Ebeneier (New York), first 
borne of InapirationiBta in 
Ameriea at, 60; naming of, by 
Intpirationists, 60; founding of 
Upper, Lower, New, and Can- 
ada, 61; number of members 
from Germany at, 69; value of 
pioneering experience of Inspi- 
rationists in, 74; reference to, 
133, 162, 179, 379; privations 
at, 147; residence of Commun- 
ity at, 162; letter from Chris- 
tian Met! to Brethren at, 164, 
165; sale of property at, 76, 
119, 379 

Eben-Eser, 339. (See Ebeneser) 

Ebeneser Society, organisation 
of, 61; early management of, 
62; incorporation of Community 
as, 104 

Economy, New Spiritual (See 
New Spiritual Economy) 

Edenkoben, estate rented to ac- 
comodate Community of, 51; 
Inspirationist congregation at, 
335 

Education, higher, aversion to, 
148; beginning of, among In- 
spirationists, 189; sdiools and, 
189-218; emphasis on practical 
aspect of, 202 

Einspraehe and AuBMprache dis- 
tinction between, 241, 332 

Elder, Head, highest spiritual au- 
thority in villi^ vested in, 113 ; 
ambition of Amana youth to be, 
123; removal of, from office, 
125; punishment of, for mar- 
riage, 131; fairness of, 187 

Elders, Board of Trustees chosen 
from among, 103, 104, 381; 
judicial position of, 110; gov- 



ernment of viUages by. 111; 
manner of appointment of, 111^ 
112; marriage of, d^toed, 
131; sanction of, nece ssary for 
marriage, 135; assignment of 
houses made by, 138, 139; len- 
iency of, toward young people, 
143; supervision of books by, 
149; announcements by, 155; 
supervision by, of moials of 
Cconmunity, 166; objection of, 
to orchestra, 167; appointment 
of farm helpers by, 170; fnne- 
tions of, at renewing of cov- 
enant, 217, 218; divine direc- 
tions given to, 275; duties of, 
280; Conference of, a spedal 
spiritual examination, 287; qual- 
ifications and duties of, 297; 
e^ortations by, at religious 
services, 316, 317; opposition of 
old, to new Werkseuge during 
Beawakening, 330; no theolog- 
ical training for, 375 

Elections, testimony against par- 
ticipation in politkal, 163; 
present attitude of Inspiration- 
ists toward, of the world, 162, 
164; provision for Community, 
387, 388 

Engelthal, renting of convent of, 
54; (Hessen-Darmstadt) birUi- 
place of (Gottlieb Scheuner, 370 

English, teaching of, in schools, 
208 

Ephrata, village of, 346 

Ephrata Community, cheerless 
cloisters of, 139 

Erie County (New York), first 
home of Inspirationists in Amer- 
ica in, 59; settlement in, 379 

Estates in Germany rented by 
Community, 50-56 

Europe, Amana a bit of, in 
America, 15; persecution of In- 
spirationists in, 55 

Evans, Frederick, opposition of, 
to manufacturing, 175 
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Evening Sang, The hj GhristUn 

Mets, 309 
ExeunioniBtoy annoyance of Titits 

of, to Inapirationists, 356 
Eztravaganee, sentiment against, 

117, 118 

Pao snoLX title pages, 20, 25, 
33, 220, 257, 304, 308 

Faetories, employment of boys 
in, 180 

Factory, soap-boiling, 185 

Paith, Basis of, Inspirationist's, 
264 

Family, importance of institu- 
tion of, in Amana, 137 

Family Houses of Bbakers, clos- 
ing of, 140 

Fa&erland, games brought from, 
207 

Tint Brethren, treatment of rest- 
less young people by, 122 ; refer- 
ence to, 164; punishment of 
transgressors by, 164; intellect- 
ual capacity of, 189; examina- 
tion of graduates by, 218 

First Brother, reply of, to com- 
plaint regarding small allow- 
ance, 117 

Flowers, profusion of, at Amana, 
98, 99 

Fourier, failure of communistic 
experiments of, 83; statement 
of follower of, 110 

Fourierism, interest of Horace 
Greeley in, 375 

Froebel, ideas of, adopted, 199 

Furniture, Amana, substantial 
character of, 138 

Gamxs, character of, 206 207 
Gardens, vegetable, care of, 156, 

157; produce of, 157; reference 

to, 185 

General Assembly, 144 
German, teaching of, in schools, 

208 
German Lutheran Church, perse- 



cution of early Inspirationists 
by, 30 

German Mysticism, early, 325 

Germantown, Pennsylvania, re- 
moval of Johann Adam Gruber 
to, 361 

Germany, missionary journeys of 
Bock and Gruber in, 27; begin- 
nings of communism of Conunun- 
ity in, 54; number of Inspira- 
tionists from, 69; accessions to 
Community from, 119; letter 
from Elder in, to Christian 
Mets, 124, 125; reference to, 
137; arrival of Inspirationists 
from, 339; emigration from, 379 

Gift of Prophecy, The, brief dis- 
cussion of, 241 

Glauh ireu, meaning of Amana, 
78; song of, 343 

Glauhen, Der, repeating of, 201, 
315; place of, in (immunity 
faith, 265 

Gleim, H. S., 327. (Bee Notes 
and Beferences) 

Gleim, Johann C, 327. (See 
Notes and Beferences) 

Godliness, Twenty-four Bules for 
True, 267 

God's Children, Brothers All as, 
320-322 

Ooldene A. B. C, Das, 294. 

Government, the, 103-114; testi- 
mony concerning, 103, 104; poli- 
cy of, 106; criticism of the 
Amana system of, 114; federat- 
ed character of, 114 

GKovemments, intolerance of Eu- 
ropean, toward Inspirationists, 
55 

Graduation essay, translation of, 
215, 216; extract from, 216 

Graduation exercises, description 
of, 213, 214; solemn character 
of, 214 

Oray's Boian^f, artist for, mem- 
ber of Community, 126 

Great Book, signatures in, 124 

Great Council of the Brethren^ 
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Mielia«l Krauaert expelled by, 
37; Board of Troateee known 
KB, 103; manner of election of, 
104; fonetions of, 108; Werk- 
Meug, eonaolted bj, 108; judicial 
position ofy 110; appointment of 
Elden bj, 112; general laper- 
Tiiion of book! by, 113 ; general 
control by, 114; amMtion of 
Amana jonth to be member of, 
123; reference to, 124, 164, 
177, 204; discipline adminis- 
tered by, 125; session of, at 
Homestead, 132; supervision of 
marriages by, 135; attitude of, 
toward photographs, 143, 144; 
avoidance of mistakes bj, 151; 
supervision of agricultural indus- 
tries by, 168; supervision of 
schools by, 208; graduation ex- 
ercises condneted by, 213; phar- 
macists and doctors chosen by, 
214, 215; spiritual examination 
in hands of, 280; sketch of of- 
ficers of, 348; memorial regard- 
ing political elections by, 358; 
details of lAehesmahl arranged 
by, 373. (See also Trustees, 
Board of) 

Great House, failure of Sjrstem 
of 140 

Great Purse, earnings of offi- 
cials turned into, 345 

Greeley, Horace, on success of 
communism, 375 

Orossvater, Amana, picturesque- 
ness of, 146; influence of, 146, 
147 

Gruber, Eberhard Ludwig, one of 
the founders of the Oommunity, 
21, 325; fundamental questions 
asked by, 27; death of, 31; in- 
consistency of, concerning ques- 
tion of marriage, 130; son of, 
130; reference to, 131, 145, 
155, 189, 190, 320; pamphlet 
regarding divine origin of True 
Inspiration by, 224; pamphlet 
regarding characteristics of 



True Inspiration by, 228; in- 
terview between Jewish Babbis 
and, 238; Twenty-one Bules for 
the Examination of Our Daily 
Lives by, 277; first and last 
prayer-meeting of, 328 

Gruber, Johann Adam, early In- 
spirationist writer, 233; detec- 
tion of **false spirits" by, 235; 
Twenty-four Bules for True 
Godliness given through, 267; 
one of the founders of the Oom- 
munity, 325; removal of, to 
America, 361 

Gruber and Bock, missionary 
journeys of, 27; reading of tes- 
timonies of, during Decline, 32; 
Jakob Metz, grandf ath^ of 
Christian Mets, a member of 
congregation established by, 44; 
founding of Community by, 130 

Haao, the, arrival of people at, 
174 

Haas, John, hotd-keeper and 
Marshal of Amana, 347 

Hambach, Inspirationist congre- 
gation at, 335 

HandgeWhniu given by Inspira- 
tionist in lieu of the oath, 29 

HandwerJcsMunft, Bock opposed 
to, 359 

Harmonist Society, civil actions 
brought a^^st, 86; treatment 
of tramps by, 101; reference 
to, 118 ; important cases regard- 
ing legal aspects of, 344; found- 
er and head of, 353; yearly re- 
conciliation of, 372 

Harmonists, similarity between 
Inspirationists and, 119; celi- 
bacy adopted by, 129 

Hebrew prophe1», manner of 
prophesying of, compared with 
Werkseuge, 238 

HehrewB, Paul's EpUile to, quo- 
tation from, 110, 111 

Heinemann, Barbara, death of, 
23; spiritual awakening of, 36; 
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one of the founders of the 
^'New Oommnnity," 38; The 
Storj of, 39; KurMe BrBohkmg 
von den Brweekungu Umatdnd- 
en hj, 39; calling of, as a 
Werheeug through Michael 
Kranserty 40; regarding testi- 
monies of, 40, 48, 80, 90, 251, 
252, 284, 285, 290, 350, 364, 
366; language of BeM&ugungen 
of, largely that of the Bible, 
41; fint Einspraohe of, 41; 
temporary banishment of, 42, 
249; marriage of, 42, 333; loss 
of spiritual gift of, 43; renewal 
of gift of prophecy in, 43 ; perse- 
cution of Christian Mets and, 
46, 47; testimony of, regarding 
purchase of Homestead, 80; 
spiritual leadership of, after 
death of Christian Mets, 90; 
testimony by, 97, 109 ; denuncia* 
tion of ''godless marriages,'' 
by, 133; photographs con- 
demned by, 143; reading con- 
demned by, 147, 148; testimony 
of, concerning higher learning, 
148; attitude of, toward read- 
ing of newspapers, 148, 149; 
reference to, 204; first gift of 
Bimprache to, 241; teirtimony 
of, and Michael Krausert, 243; 
characteristics of late testimon- 
ies of, 245; difficulty of, with 
the Elders of Community, 247, 
341; opinion of Christian Mets 
regarding, 251; testimonies of 
Christian Mets and, compared, 
251; destruction of early testi- 
monies of, 260; sorrow of, orer 
"fall" of Krausert, 331; resist- 
ing the prompting of the Spirit 
by, 332; recalling of, to service 
of Lord, 333; removal of, to 
Homestead, 341; severity of, 
356; attitude of, toward the 
"world," 366 
Heinemann, Johann, member of 
Schwartsenau congregation, 349 



Heinemann, Vice President 
George, sketch of, 349 

Hermann, Dr. C. H., giaduate of 
State University of Iowa, 346 

Hermhaag, estate leased by In- 
spirationists in Hessen, 51; 
present condition of cloister of, 
337 

Hermhuter, former occupants of 
cloister at Marienbom, 50; ref- 
erence to, 174; sketch of, 336 

Hessen, flocking of persecuted In- 
spirationists to, 30; refuge for 
Inspirationists after Beawaken- 
ing, 49; leasing of four estates 
in, by Inspiranonists, 50-56 

Hessen-Darmstadt, Grand Duke 
of, protection of Inspirationists 
by, 49 

High Amana, laying out of, 79; 
reference to, 95 

Himbach, home of Jakob Mets, 
grandfather of Christian Mets, 
at, 44; reference to, 173; re- 
moval of Bock from, 359 

Hinds, William A., American 
Cofntnunitiea, quotation from, 
105, 106; member of Oneida 
Communi^, 355; reference to, 
371 

Histariiche Beeohreibung der 
Wahren In3pirati<ms - Cfemein- 
sehafi by Christian Mets, com- 
pilation of, in accordance with 
divine command, 261; reference 
to, 32; account of marriage of 
Barbara Heinemann in, 42; ac- 
count of trials of Werkeeuge in, 
236; record of unusually long 
testimony in, 243 

History of American Socialism 
by John Humphrey Noyes, 355 

History of Community of True 

. Inspiration, divine direction for 
compilation of, 261 

Hobby, value of, to growing boy, 
143 

"Hobo Hotel" at Amana, 102 
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HoUmnd, miirioiuury iounejt of 
Bock and Orober in, 27 

Holy Seriptnrety joj of Barbara 
Heiiiemaim on learning to read, 
40 

Homborg (H c w cn ), admifiion of 
Br. Kimpf to, 328 

Home, the Inapirationift and 
hia, 138-167; lore of, among 
members, 139; Amana, aeparat- 
im of, 139 

Homes, blending of indiTidoal- 
ism and communism in, 139; 
antique relics in, 145, 140; ab- 
sence of books in, 147 

Homestead, purchase of village 
ofy bj Inspirationists, 79; ref- 
erence to, 95; Council of Breth- 
ren at, 132; pharmacy at, 184 

Hopedale Community, dogan of, 
359 

Horack, Bertha M., article in 
Midland Monthly by, 347 

House-keeping, beg^ning of, 
138; simplicity of, 149; descrip- 
tion of, 149*158 ; system in, 152 

Houses, description of, 96, 97, 
140, 141; vines covering, 97; 
description of interior of, 138; 
building of new, 139 

Huguenot exiles, No6 family or- 
iginally, 349 

Huss, John, Casper L5w, descend- 
ant of followers of, 363 

Huterische Bruder-Gemeinde, ac- 
count of visit of, to Amana, 
358 

Hymns and psalms of Commun- 
ity, 305 

ICABiAN Community, nature of 
domain in Texas of, 74; char- 
acter of membership of, 75; 
reference to, 110 

Icarians, 119; use of Amana 
goods by, 181 

Independence, domestic, in Com- 
munity, 139 

Index, 391 



Indians, trouble with, 119 

Individual, suppression of, 126, 
127; surrender of personal 
property by, 384 

Individualism, blending of cooi- 
munism and, 139 

Industries, agricultural, manner 
of conducting, 168-172 

Inheritance, provisions for, 385 

Inspiration, present-day, belief 
of Gruber and Bock in, 22; 
unique fundamental doctrine of 
Community, 22; false and true, 
Gruber 's writings regarding, 
24; appointment of Elders 
through. 111, 112; appointment 
of schoolmasters by, 204; fun- 
damental doctrine of true, 221; 
divine origin of true, 224; char- 
acteristics of true, 228 

Inspiration, Commimity of True. 
(See Community of True In- 
spiration) 

Inispirationist, political ideal of, 
103; the, and his home, 138- 
167; resemblance between 
Amishman and Shaker and, 159; 
personal characteristics of, 160, 
161; position of, as husband 
and father, 161; lack of amuse- 
ments in life of, 166; difference 
between man of world and, 169; 
character of labor of, 187; 
rapidity of labor of, compared 
with labor of outsider, 187; in- 
dustrial training of, 188 ; young, 
guidance of, 192; love of Na- 
ture a characteristic of, 200; 
practical education of, 202; 
future of, 321 

Inspirationists, objects of curios- 
ity to their neighbors, 16; con- 
flict of, with established chureh, 
28; refusal of, to take legal 
oath, 28, 29, 47; refusal of, to 
send their children to Lutheran 
schools, 29; rallying of, in Hes- 
sen, 30, 49; persecution of, 
after the Bea wakening, 47; 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



INDEX 



403 



leamng of four eetates in Hes- 
sen by, 50 ; avenion of, to legal 
oath, 55; failure of crops of, 
in Germany, 56; first purchase 
of land in America by, 59; 
final adoption of communism by, 
67; nature of domain in Iowa 
of, 74; prudence and ability of, 
shown in sale of Ebenezer land, 
75-77; advantage of system of 
village life of, 80; realisation 
of early dream of, 89; accused 
of being land monopolists, 94; 
reticence of, 100, 101; frugality 
of, 117; similarity between 
Zoarites and, 119; similarity be- 
tween Harmonists and, 119; at- 
titude of, toward celibacy and 
marriage, 130-134, 136, 137; 
freedom of, from ordinary cares, 
135; desire of, to avoid dissen- 
sions, 162; attitude of, toward 
taking part in politics, 162-164; 
partidpation in elections by, 
164; donations of, to charity, 
164; attitude of, toward Civil 
War, 164, 165; aversion of, to 
"hireling system," 169; begin- 
ning of educational training of, 
189; divine guidance of, through 
Werlceeuge, 222; basis of faith 
of, 264; religious services pf, 
310-319; funeral services of, 
318; no mourning for the dead 
by, 319; arrival of, from Ger- 
many, 339 

Iiiapirationa-BUtariey compiled 
by (Gottlieb Bcheuner, 263 ; ques- 
tions asked of early Inspiration 
congregation recorded in, 27; 
trilmtes to CJhristian Mets in, 
45; extract from, 173, 174; 
record of Christian Mets's spir- 
itual gift in, 242 

Inspiratiani'Werkeeug, recalling 
of Barbara Heinemann as, 43 

Inspiraiiang'WerhBeuge, no, dur- 
ing Decline, 258. (Bee Werk- 
geuge) 



Introductory, 15 

Inventions, Amana, copying of, 
in the world, 126, 177 

Iowa, contribution to contempor- 
ary history of, 7; nature of do- 
main of Inspirationists in, 74; 
prudence of Inspirationists 
shown in removal from New 
York to, 75, 76; first village of 
Inspirationists in, 77; choice of 
home in, 93; removal of Com- 
munity to, 132, 133; breaking 
of, prairie soU, 147; journey to, 
162; Icarians in, 181; purchase 
of land in, 379 

Iowa City, railroad terminus in 
Iowa in 1861, 79 

Iowa County (Iowa), domain of 
Community in, 83, 380; refer- 
ence to. 111; recruits for Civil 
War from, 164 

Isolation, desire for, by Commun- 
ity, 99 

Jdhrbuchf 97, 284; extract from, 

125, 145, 148, 174, 175, 204 
JahrhUoher, 24, 253, 333, 340; 

mystic note in, 207; compilation 

and contents of, 258. (See 

Notes and References) 
James, BpistU of, quotation from, 

283 
Jewish Babbis, interview between 

E. L. Gruber and, 238 
Job, philosophy of, in BeMeugun- 

gen, 248 
Johnson County (Iowa), land of 

Community in, 83 

Kampf, Johann Philip, first In- 

-spirationist banished for belief, 
327 

Kansas, inspection of land in, 
73; reference to, 164 

Kempis, Thomas &, mysticism of, 
325 

Kenneberg, village of Inspira- 
tionists in Cana&, 61 

Kenneeiehen der CfotilieMceit der 
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Wcihren Impiratum, ''new word 
and testimony'' defined by E. L. 
Oruber in, 23; extracts from, 
regarding eharaeteriitiet of 
True Inspiration, 228. (See 
Notes and References) 

Kindergarten, 156; resemblanee 
of schools to Froebel's, 199 

Kinderiehre, nature of, 212; re- 
ligious instruction of children, 
249 

KindeHehrer, removal of, be- 
cause of marriage, 132; state- 
ment by, 190 

Kinder-aHmme, extracts from, 
111, 192-198; principles set 
forth in, 190 ; f ac-shnile of title 
page of, 191; reprinting of, 
192; songs in, 212; reference to, 
213 

Kinder-Unterredwng, nature of, 
212 

Kirkwood, Samuel J., Ex-Gorem- 
or, matter of blaekxnail referred 
to, 367 

Kitchen, individual family, 150; 
conveniences of, 151, 152; de- 
scription of, 151, 152, 153 ; man- 
ner of work in, 152, 153 

Kitchen-house, description of, 
150; number of persons eating 
at, 150; vegetable garden con- 
nected with, 156; adoption of 
system of, 145; advantages of, 
150, 151 

Knitting, teaching of, 201, 202 

Knorts, Karl, monograph on 
Amana by, 354 

Koch, August, pharmacist at 
Middle Amana, 346 

Krausert, Michael, and the Re- 
awakening, 35; first WerJceeug 
of the revival in 1817, 35; first 
inspired utterance of, 36; weak- 
ness and spiritual fkll of, 37; 
Barbara Heinemann called as4i 
WerJceeug through, 40; testi- 
mony of, and Barbara Heine- 
mann, 243; testimony of Chris- 



tian Mets regarding <<faU" of, 
253; destruction of testimonisB 
of, 260; Gottlieb Scheiuier's ac- 
count of youth of, 329 

Kuehen, variety of, at wedding- 
feast, 136 

Kuree Endhiung von den Br- 
weckungi-Unuiinden by Bar- 
bara Heinemann, account of 
spiritual awakening in, 39, 41; 
destruction of early testimontea 
discussed in, 260. (See Notes 
and References) 

liABOB, hours of, in fields, 170; 
hours of, in woolen miDs, 179; 
hours of, in caHco-printing es- 
tablishment, 182 

Labor-unions, lack of sympathy 
with, in Community, 174 

Land, the, and the villages, 93- 
102; amount of, per inSvidmal, 
94; amount of, rented out, 109; 
tendency to rent out, 175; pro- 
vision for sale of, 383 

Landmann, George, account of 
marriage of Baurbara Heine- 
mann, and, 42, 43 

LeadsBSy present-day, character 
of, 107; flutsiiss of Csmmunity 
due to efficiency of, 108; «bbbb- 
tive ability of, 150; obedience 
to, 203, 204 

Lehrgekule, meaning of, 201; di- 
vision of, 204; teachers in, 204 

Leiden eu ZUricK (See Notes 
and Beferences, 327) 

Leitersweiler (Alsaee), home of 
Barbara Heinemann, 36 

Library, school, character of, 149 

Liebesmahl, farewell, at Anneii- 
burg, 58, 147, 292; goblet used 
in, 146; Conference of Elders 
alternating with, 287; most 
solemn religious ceremony ob- 
served by l£e Community, 288; 
manner of holding; 288-291 ; e^ 
emony of foot washing observed 
during, 289; elaborate organisa- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



INDEX 



405 



tion of, 290; details of, ar- 
ranged bj Great Gonneil of the 
Brethren, 373 

Liiebloos, InspirationiBte congre- 
gation at, 335; home of Win- 
zenried family at, 348 

Little Gouneil, functions of, 113; 
reference to, 169 

Liongevity, instances of, 173 

Lord's Prayer, repeating of, 201 

Lovef east or lAebesmahl, fnll ac- 
count of, published, 288; man- 
ner of celebrating, 300. (See 
LieheemdM) 

Ldw, Caspar, early Inspirationist 
writer, 233; brief sketch of, 
363 

Lower Ebenezer, village of In- 
q>irationists in New York, 61 

Lutheran Church, Community of 
True Inspiration a protest 
against dogmatism of, 21 

Lntheranism, refusal of Inspixa- 
tionists to allow their children 
to be tau^t, 29, 47 

Maohinxbt, inventions in, for 
woolen mills by members of 
Community, 177 

Maddnet, Blasius Daniel, early 
Inspirationist writer, 233; ac- 
count of Bewegungen of Werk- 
eeuge by, 236; brief sketch of 
363 

Magasines, attitude toward, 149 

Maine, 159 

Mansion House of Oneida Com- 
munity, failure of, 140 

Manufacturing, belief of Oneida 
Community in, 175; combina- 
tion of agriculture and, by 
Amana Society, 176 

Marengo (Iowa), legal business 
of Community transacted at, 
111 

Marienbom, cloister of, rented by 
Community, 50; reference to, 
146, 174; present condition of 
cloister of, 337 



Marriage, quotation from Scrip- 
tures concerning, 129; attitude 
of Zoar Society toward, 129; 
celibacy and, 129-137; question 
of, not fundamental in Com- 
mnnity, 130; growing promi- 
nence of question of, among In- 
spirationists, 130 ; testimony 
concerning, 130; attitude of In- 
spirationists toward, 130-134, 
136, 137; punishment of Elder 
for, 131; attitude of Christian 
Mets toward, 132; interference 
with, by WerJceeug, 133; denun- 
ciation of, by Barbara Heine- 
mann, 133; divine consent 
through WerkMeug necessary to, 
133; restriction of, cause of 
withdrawals from Community, 
133; reduction to lowest spirit- 
ual order because of, 133, 134; 
declaration concerning, 134 ; 
sanction of Elders necessary for, 
135 ; preliminary arrangement 
for, 135; rules concerning, 135; 
importance of friendly view of, 
136, 137; deemed a fall in spir- 
ituality, 281 

Marriage ceremony, solemnity of, 
134; description of, 135 

Mass-meeting, avoidance of, 151 

Meals, hours of serving, 154; con- 
duct at, 155 

Meerholz, cloister at Marienbom 
rented from noble family of, 
by Community of True Inspira- 
tion, 50, 51 

Melber, Georg, early Inspira- 
tionist writer, 233; brief sketch 
of, 363 

Melchior, Johanna, one of the 
founders, 325, 326; ''false 
spirit" detected by, 361 

Members, surrender of property 
by, 115; amount of proper^ 
contributed by, 115; privileges 
of, 115, 116, 384; relinquish- 
ment of claims by, 116; size of 
annual allowance to, 116; man- 
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ner of makiiig allowanoai to, 
116; relatioii of, to whole C(»i* 
mnnityy 117; reeeding, provi- 
■ions for, 118, 885, 386; homo- 
geneity among, 119; new, eoeial- 
istie tendendee of, 120; di«at- 
isf action among, 127; amount 
of penonal property allowed to, 
139 

Membership, provisiona of Con- 
•titution regarding, 115, 118; 
chapter on, 115-128; rejection 
of applications for, 121; proba- 
tion of applicant for, 121; pro- 
cess of admission to, 121, 123, 
124 

Men, description of clothing of, 
158, 159 

Mennonitee, 158; objection of, 
to instromental music, 314; 
visits of, to Amana, 351. (See 
Amish Mennonites) 

Mets, Christian, account of De- 
cline bj, 32; spiritual awaken- 
ing of, 37, 45; regarding testi- 
monies of, 37, 53, 55, 57, 60, 
66, 72, 78, 241, 246, 253-255, 
261, 286, 288, 314, 339, 342, 
366; one of the founders of the 
''New Community," 38; ac- 
count of marriage of Barbara 
Heinemann by, 42; brief ac- 
count of, 44; spiritual head of 
the Conununity from 1823 to 
1867, 45; description of, 45; 
sincerity of, 46; testimonies of, 
compared with those of Barbara 
Heinemann, 46, 251; Barbara 
Heinemann and, persecution of, 
46, 47; phenomenal gift of or- 
guiization of, 50; number of 
journeys between New York 
and Iowa of, 76; death of, 81; 
development of Community dur- 
ing service of, 81; success of 
Community due in large meas- 
ure to, 82; wisdom of, 93; life 
of, an example of the Amana 
spirit, 106; Tagelmch of, 106; 



Eitience of, 106; trials of, 106; 
tter from Elder in Qermany 
to, 124, 125; attitude of^ to- 
ward marriage, 132; criticism 
of, 132; extract from Tingebuch 
of, 132, 162, 163, 317; revela- 
tion tlurough, concerning celi- 
bacy, 134; far-sightedness of, 
137; attitude of, toward parti- 
cipation in politics, 162 ; extract 
from letter of, 164, 165; first 
gift of Binspraohe to, 241; 
temporary loss of spiritual gift 
by, 242, 33^ 365; form and dur- 
ation of testimony given through, 
243; opinion of, regardhig 
Barbara Heinemann, 251; col- 
lection and preservation of 
testimonies and records encour- 
aged by, 261 ; writing of nistor- 
isohe BesohreibMng der Wahren 
InspiraUanS'Chineinsehaft by, 
262; TagehUeher of, 262; last 
entiy in Tagehuch of, 262, 369; 
personal admonitions of, 286; 
much hymn-writing done by, 
307; grave of, 321; anxiety of, 
over <'faU" of Michael Kraus- 
ert, 330; period of q>iritua] 
gift, 365 

Metz, Jakob, grandfather of the 
Werkaeug Christian Metz, 37; 
banishment of, from Alsace in 
1716, 44 

Meyer, C. L., prominent monber 
of Community, 34L 

Meyer, Henry, one of the manag- 
ing Trustees of Ebenezer So- 
ciety, 62 

Middle Amana, Archiv in, 7; 
laying out of, 79; reference to, 
95; printing-office and book- 
bindery at, 183; pharmacy at, 
184 ; unpublished manuscripts 
at, 256 

Middle Ebeneser, first village of 
Inspirationists in America, 61; 
return of Barbara Heinemann 's 
gift at, 334 
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Miller, F. William, pharmadst at 
Homestead, 346 

Mills, power used in, 177; eBi- 
eiencj of workmen in, 182, 183 

MiUs, flouring and grist, 176; 
number of men employed in, 
182; amount of grain used in, 
182; sale of products of, 182 

Mills, woolen, uventions in, 126; 
ox>eration of, 176; amount of 
wool used in, 176; machinery in, 
176, 177; number of persons 
employed in, 177; employment 
of outsiders in, 177; selection 
and efficiency of workers in, 
177; capacity and output of, 
178; employment of women in, 
178; products of, 179; high 
quality of products of, 179; 
nle of products of, 179; hours 
of labor in, 179; eomp^isation 
for extra work in, 179, 180 

Miracle of Ood to strengthen the 
faith of the souhi of the Com- 
munity, 48 

Mississippi and Missouri Bail- 
road, terminus of in 1861, 79 

Mississippi Valley, fame of 
Amana chemical products 
throughout, 126 

Mittel Ebeneier, after remoral of 
Inspirationists from, 77; ac- 
count of Liehesmahl held at, 289 

Moershel, Fred, member of the 
Board of Trustees, 62, 345; 
cousin of former president of 
Amana Society, 349 

Moershel, Dr. William, graduate 
of State University of Iowa, 
346 

Mdrschel, Wm., one of the man- 
aging Trustees of Ebeneier So- 
ciety, 62 

Moravians, Hermhuter a remnant 
of, 336 

Morris, William, expression of, 
180 

Moses, inspiration potent to-day 
as in time of, 221 



Music, absence of, in Community, 
167 

Musidan, ability of member of 
Community as, 127 

Mysticism, early, in (Germany, 
325 

Mystics and Pietists, early (Ger- 
man, 21 

Naoxl, Paul Giesbert, diary of, 
328; prominent member of Com- 
munity in 18th century, 328 

Neumann, Gottfried, early In- 
spirationist writer, 233; one of 
the founders of the Community, 
325; brief sketch of, 363 

Neuwied, birthplace of Christian 
Mets, 44; home of No6 family 
at, 349 

New Community, 88 

**New Dawn," 145 

New Ebenezer, village of Inspir- 
ationists in New York, 61 

New Harmony Society, seven con- 
stitutions adopted by, 85 

New Bevelation, compared with 
Old, 238 

New Spiritual Economy, The, 21 ; 
religious fervor of, 28; divine 
guidance in, through Inapira- 
tUmS'WergMeuge, 222; false 
spirits in, 235; difference in 
Werkeeuge of, as to gift of 
prophecy, 241; publication of 
testimonies of, 256 

New York State, purchase of 
land by Inspirationists in, 59; 
trouble of Inspirationists with 
Indians in, 69 ; causes of removal 
from, 70; prudence shown by 
Inspirationists in removal to 
Iowa from, 75, 76; removal 
from, to Iowa, 133; settlement 
in, 379 

Newspapers, attitude toward 
reading of, 148, 149; reasons 
for not publishing, 183, 184 

Nieder Ebeneier, Unierredung 
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at, 132 ; death of jonng Brotkir 

at, 250 
No6, Alnraham, Beeretaxy, ^ketdi 

of, 349 
No6, Dr. Chas. F., fradimte of 

State UniTeni^ ef Iowa, 346; 

eop7 of lint #mtion of Kinder- 

Siimme im poweedon of, SIM); 

author at Brief Hietory of the 

iwmna Soeiety. (See Notee 

•nd Befereneee) 
Nojee, John Homphrej, f oimder 

and head of Oneida ODmmiuiit7, 

355; referenee to, 372 
Nonery, Community, 156 

Oath, refuBal of earlj Inapira- 
tioniBte to take, 28, 29, 47; ex- 
emption from legal, denied, 55 

Oberheeeen, three European 
estates of Inspirationists in, 337 

Oi&eers, election of, 383 

Ogden Company, negotiations 
with, 118, 339, 341 

Ohio State Archaeological and 
Historical Society, E. O. Ban- 
dall. Secretary of, 346 

Old Amana, 95; headquarters at, 
113; village of, 133; flouring 
mill at, 176; woolen mills at 
Middle Amana and, 176; calico- 
printing establishment at, 181 

Old Testament, fulfilment of 
promise of, 221 

Oneida Community, 94; dissolu- 
tion of, 140, 176; belief of, in 
manufacturing, 175; statement 
by founder of, 189; personal 
criticisms of, 246; founder and 
head of, 355; spiritual exami- 
nation of, 372 

Orchards, work in, by children, 
202 

Orchestra, organisation of, 167 

Owen, Bobert, failure of com- 
munistic experiments of, 83; 
seven constitutions adopted by 
New Harmony Society organiz- 
ed by, 85; reference to, 359 



Paul, quotation from Epistle of, 
to the Hebrews, 110, 111 

Pennsylvania, Supreme Court of, 
decision of, regarding Harmony 
Society, 86; removal of J<diann 
Adam Gruber to, in 1726, 361 

Pennsylvania Dutch, family of, 
who joined CosuBunity, 61 

Pepsin, manufacture of, hj So- 
ciety, 184 

Perfectionists, personal criticisms 
of, 246 

Peterson, Dr. Johann W., old 
hymn book by, 303; early In- 
spirationist writer, 369 

Phalanxes, downfall of, 83, 110 

Pharmacies, Amana, reputation 
of, 184; products of, 184 

Pharmadsts, Amana, educated in 
the world, 346 

Philatalist Society, American, 
Amana lad secretary of, 142 

Photographs, attitude of Commu- 
nity toward, 143, 144; preva- 
lence of, in Community to-day, 
144 

Physicians, Amana, edueated in 
the world, 346 

Pia Deeideriaf by Philipp Jacob 
Spener, 326 

Pictures, prohibition of, 143 

Pietism, Hermhuters believers 
in, of Spener, 336 

Pietists, Mystics and, early Ger^ 
man, 21; «&rly Inspirationists 
a branch of, 22; group of de- 
vout, sought out by Barbara 
Heinemann, 39 

Piggery, 185 

Plates, list of, 14 

Play-day, of childhood, 206 

Pleasures, discouragement of, 166 

Politics, attitude of Inq>iration- 
is1» toward taking part in, 162- 
164 

Postmasters of Amana, members 
of Community, 345 

Pott, Johann Tobias, one of the 
founders of Community, 325 
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Pott Brothers, lost of spiritaal 
gift of, 827 

I^gne, meeting of Intpimtioii- 
iM and Jewish Babbis at, 288 

Prayer, earij Pietist definition 
of, 818; silent, in Amana 
ehureh, 818; eharaeter of, in re- 
ligious sefv lee s of Inspiration- 
ists, 815 

Prayer-meetings, evening, 155; 
nee of, in transmitting infor- 
mation, 184 

Prayers, rerses of Fsdlier'Spiel 
Qsed as, 806 

Preface, Author's, 7 

Preservation of the testimonies 
and reeords of the Community, 
256 

President, election of, 105, 888, 
388; reference to, 115, 124; 
sketch of present, 848; duties 
of, 884 

Printing-office, work done at, 188 

Privileges of members, 115, 116, 
884 

Probation, period of, 121 

Products, agricultural, amount 
of, 171 

Property, personal, siirrwiiiir ef , 
8S4 

Prophecy, The Gift of, brief dis- 
cussion of, 241 

Prophets and Apostles, recorded 
testimonies of the Werkseuge 
compared with written word of, 
28, 288 

Psalms and Hymns of Oommuni- 
ty, 305 

PsdUer-Spiel, 123; title page and 
contents of, 304, 305; sl^le of 
psalms in, 305; diaracter of mu- 
sic of, 314; supplicatory verses 
of, used as prayers by Inspira- 
tionists, 315 

Publication of the testimonies 
and records, 256 

Punishment, divine, 246, 248, 
249; reduction in Ver$ammlun' 
gen a mode of, 281 



QUAKIBS, drees of, 159; similar- 
ity between Inspirationists and, 
160 

BukBBis, Jewish, interview be- 
tween Inspirationists and, 888 

Bandall, £. O., author of Hii" 
iory of the Zoar Society, 846 

Bapp, George, attitude of, toward 
institution of marriage, 858 

Bappiedhen CommtMitien'Gemeiti' 
de, account of visit of, to Com- 
munity, 851 

Bappites, music among, 167; pre- 
ju^ce of, against tobacco, 186; 
advantage of Inspirationists 
over, 352 

Beadhig, disapproval of, 147, 
148 

Bea wakening, 35, 131; opposition 
of old Elders to, 86, 880; ap- 
pearance of new propheti at 
time of, 258 

BeooHeet%on8 of a Busy Life hj 
Horace Greeley, quotation fvom, 
375 

Beligion ei ite Inspirationists, 

Beligious services, 310-319; at- 
tendance upon, formerly com- 
pulsory, 311 

Bevelation, new, of Inspiration- 
ists and old revelation of Bible 
4$ompared, 24, 288 

Bhymes, children's, 207 

Bock, Johann Friedrich, one of 
the founders, 21, 325; record of 
death of, 81, 256; reference to, 
145, 189, 190, 821; unpublished 
manuscripts of, 256; last words 
of, 328 

Bo^ and Gruber, missionary 
journeys of, 27, 146 ; reading of 
testimonies of, durkig De<^e, 
32; Jakob Mets, a member of 
congregation established by, 44; 
founding of Community l^, 130 

Bonneburg, the rallying ground 
of the Inspirationists, 86, 44; 
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borne of Chrittimn Mail, 37, 44; 
home of the prindpal IHdera 
after BeawEkemng, 50; remorml 
from, 52; referenee to, 131; 
renting of estate near, 174; In- 
tpirationiit congregation at, 
385; preient condition of cattle 
of, 337 

Bolee, Twent7-foar, for Tme 
GodlincM, 267 

BuleB, Twenty-one, for the Exam- 
ination of Oar Daily Livee, 277 

Buih Medical College, President 
of Great Oooncil, graduate of, 
346 

BoBsia, 164 

Sammlung, Dreiuigttef quota- 
tions from, 342, 343 

Sammlungen, nomber of volomes 
of, 256, 258. (See Notes and 
Beferences) 

Schadt, Conrad, apothecary at 
Amana, 126, 184, 346, 359 

Schenner, Gottlieb, account of 
Decline by, 32; account of Bar- 
bara Heinemann 's call as WerJe- 
Meug of Inspiration by, 40; ac- 
count of the marriage of the 
WerJcMeug Barbara Heinemann 
by, 43; account of adoption of 
communism by, 65; reference to, 
104; statement by, concerning 
marriage of Elder, 131; record 
of death of young Brother by, 
250; editing of TagehUclier of 
Christian Mets by, 262; credit 
of collecting historical docu- 
ments due to, 263; preparation 
of InspiratianM'HUtorie by, 263 ; 
sketch of life of, 370 

School, Community, mission of, 
190; philosophy of, 190; de- 
scription of system of, 198 

Schoolhouse, home of teacher in, 
200 

Schoolmasters, home of, 200; po- 
sition of, 204; testimony con- 
cerning, 204; appointment of, 



204; not allowed to marry be- 
fore 1890, 354 

Schools, appeals of Tnnpiration- 
ists for separate, after Baawak- 
ening, 47; right of separate, de- 
nied to Inspirationists, 55; ed- 
ucation and, 189-218; charac- 
ter of, 199; long sessions in, 
199; ages of children attending; 
199; no vacation in, 199; gar- 
dens in connection with, 199; 
daily program in, 201; atmos- 
phere of, 202, 203; cheerfulness 
and good manners of children 
in, 203; discipline in, 203, 204 
treatment of children in, 205 
manner of reciting in, 205 
character of games at, 206, 207 
supervision of, by Great Coundi 
of the Brethren, 208; branches 
taught in, 208; methods in, 208; 
graduation exercises in, 213, 
214 

SehreiheTf words of Werkseuge 
recorded by, 23; account of 
Bewegungen by, 237 

Scribe, (See Sehreiber) 

Scriptures, quotation from, con- 
cerning marriage, 129; basis of 
faith of Inspirationists, 264 

Schwartzenau, Sai>aratist8 in, 
appeal for separate schools for, 
47; banishment of Separatists 
from, for non-conformity, 48; 
Inspirationist congregation a^ 
335; home of Heinemann fam- 
ily, 349 

Secretary, election of, 105, 383, 
388; reference to, 115, 124; 
sketch of present, 349; duties 
of, 384 

Seneca Indian Beservation (New 
York), purchased by Inspira- 
tionists, 59; reference to, 147 

Seneca Indians, trouble of In- 
spirationists with, 69, 162 

Separatism, combination of com- 
munism and, 151 
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Separatists, reply of authorities 
to appeal of, for separate 
schools, 47; banishment of, 48; 
Inspirationists as, 69 

Shaker eommnnities, decaj of, 
137, 140, 176 

Shaker Society, important cases 
reg;arding legal aspects of, 344; 
real estate owned by, 345; Tis- 
iters from, at Amana, 351 

Shakers, civil actions brought 
against, 86; treatment of 
tramps by, 101; reference to, 
158, 358; resemblance between 
Inspirationists and, 159; em- 
ployment of outside help by, 
169; belief of, in agriculture, 
175; dancing of, 317; attitude 
of, toward photographs, 355; 
attitude of, toward eating of 
meat, 357; spiritual examination 
of, 372 

Shambaugh, Bertha M. H., 5, 9 

Sieben Jahr, game of, 207 

Self ert, Bichard, schoolmaster at 
Homestead, 212 

Sittenregeln, 294 

Sixty-Six Bules for Conduct of 
Children, extracts from, 209- 
211 

Skinner, Chas. M., 8i%diie9 in Ap- 
plied Socialism by, 346 

Slaughter-house, 185 

Socif^ism, Horace Greeley on 
successes and failures of, 375 

SoeiaUsm, Hiatary of Ameriean, 
by John Humphrey Noyes, 355 

Solomon, Song of, hill of Amana 
mentioned in, 343 

Sonls, fate of unfaithful, 250 

Sources for history of Communi- 
ty, in (German language, 8 

South Amana, laying out of, 79; 
reference to, 95 

Spener, Philipp Jacob, Pietism 
of, studied by Bock and Gruber, 
21; sketch of life of, 325 

SpieUiunde, meaning of, 201; 
importance of, 206 



Spinnrad von DeuisMandf 146 

State Industrial Schools, no 
Amana children in, 203 

State of Iowa v, Amana Society, 
some questions answered by de- 
cision in case of, 83; a brief 
discussion of, 87 

State University of Iowa. (See 
University of Iowa, The State) 

Station agents of Amana, mem- 
bers of Community, 345 

St. Louis, World's Fair at, young 
Inspirationist granted tnp to, 
359 

Stoves, description of, 151, 152 

Strassburg, Inspirationist congre- 
gation at, 335 

Study dub at Amana, 166 

Substitutes, hiring of, during 
Civil War, 164 

Superintendents, 168, 169 

Supreme Court of Iowa, decision 
of, regarding Community of 
True Inspiration, 83, 88 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
decision of, regarding Harmony 
Society, 86 

Switzerland, missionary journeys 
of Bock and Gruber in, 27; ar- 
rival of converts from, 53 

Tagehuch of Christian Metz, 
106; quotation from, 106, 107; 
extract from, 132, 162, 163; 
compiled in accordance with di- 
vine command, 262. 

Tageb<lcher, Zeugniese preserved 
in, 256; nature of, kept by 
Christian Metz, 262; many 
hymns of Christian Mete in, 307 

Ts^or, Community, dothing 
made by, 159 

Tauler, Johannes, early German 
mystic, 325 

Teacher, relation of pupil to, 205 

Teachers, age of, 205 

Testimonies, reading of, in reli- 
gious services, 233; of the 
WerJascuge, 235; account of 
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eftrlj teribe regarding, 237; 
eomp«ri«m of, of Barbara 
Heinemaim and Ghriatiaa Metz, 
251; p r eae i r a tion and pnbliea- 
tion, of, 256; of Barbara Heine- 
maniiy 252; of Chriatian Meti, 
253; regarding immigration to 
America, 338. (See also BeMeu- 
gungen) 

Tezaa, importation of wool from, 
176 

Tobaeeo, use of, in Oommonitj, 
186 

Trades, instruction in, 202 

Tradesmen in Oommnnitj, 185 

Tramps, treatment of, by Har- 
mony Society, 101; treatment 
of, by Shakers, 101; treatment 
of, by Zoar Society, 101, 108; 
treatment of, at Amana, 101, 
102 

Traatmann, John P., one of the 
managing Trostees of Ebeneier 
Society, 62 

Trees, ornamental, planting of» 
denounced, 97, 98 

True Inspiration, fundamental 
doctrine of, 221; divine origin 
of, 224; characteristics of, by 
E. L. Gruber, 228; worthy sons 
and daughters of, 321 

True Inspiration, Community of, 
(See Community of True In- 
spiration) 

Trustee, resident, highest tempor- 
al authority in village rested 
in, 113; application for per- 
mission to marry made to, 135; 
places at kitchen-houses assign- 
ed by, 150 

Trustees, Board of, management 
of Ebenezer Society by, 62; 
composition and position of, 
103; manner of election of, 
104, 381 ; election of officers by, 
105; functions of, 108, 381-384, 
385, 386, 387, 388; annual 
statement of, 109, 384; judicial 
position of, 110; general con- 



trol by, 114; referenee to, 115; 
individual allowances fixed by, 
116; supervision of agrienlfcvral 
industries by, 168; s^-perpet- 
uating body, 347, 348; sketch 
of officers of, 348; resolutions 
of, concerning sale of land, 383; 
manner of filling vacancies in, 
383. (See also Great CooneU of 
the Brethren) 

Twenty-four Rules for Tme God- 
liness, a basis of faith of tte 
Community, 267 

Twenty-one Rules for the Exam- 
ination of Our Daily Idvea, 277 

UNiTAftT dwelling, failure of sys- 
tem of, 140 

United Society of Believers, de- 
cadence of, 140 

United States, Amana calico sold 
throughout, 182; emigration of 
Community to, 379. 

United 8iaie$, The Commumttie 
Soeietiee of the, NordhofP'a 
(See Notes and Referraices) 

University of Iowa, The State, 
a recent graduate of, 127; 
young people sent to, for profes- 
sional training, 215; Amana 
physicians and pharmacists 
graduates of, 346 

Vnterredung, at Nieder Eben- 
ezer, 132; reference to, 133, 
148; spiritual examination of 
Community of True Inspiration, 
280, 283-287; manner of con- 
ducting, 283; formerly arrang- 
ed through Inspiration, 284; 
questions asked of individuals 
at, 284; Beseugymgen given dur- 
ing, 285; comparable to Mutual 
Criticism of Perfectionists, 372 

Vntermclmng, 143, 283. (See 
Vnterredung) 

Upper Ebeneser, village of In- 
spirationists in New York, 61 

UrgroMseltem, devotion to ideals 
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ofy at Amana, 18; desire of, for 
separate sehoolty 190; earnest- 
nen and zeal of, 190 ; history of 
lives of, taught in sehools, 208; 
Amana of to-daj an oatgrowth 
of religions enthusiasm of, 221; 
fkith of, 277; present-daj In- 
spirationists striving to preserve 
ideals of, 322 
Utopian's dream, The CiMnmunitj 
of True Inspiration an approach 
to, 15 

Venammhing, reduction to the 
lowest, because of marriage, 
133, 134; LiehesmdM observed 
bj each, separately, 289 

Venammlungenf Spiritual Orders 
of Community, 280; originally 
established by Inspiration, 281; 
separate services held l^, 310 

Vice President, election of, 105, 
383, 388; sketch of present, 349 

Villages, advantages of Inspira- 
tionist's system of, 80; the land 
and the, 93; names of, 95; lo- 
cation of, and connection be- 
tween, 95; description of, 95, 
96; government of. 111, 113, 
114; relation of, to whole com- 
munity, 114 

Visitors, problem of, 99; number 
of, 100; bad manners of, 153 

Waobs, amount of, paid for out- 
side help, 170 

Weber, G. A., one of the man- 
aging Trustees of Ebenezer So- 
ciety, 62; valuable member of 
Community, 342 

Wedding feast, 136. 

WeltansehamMg of Conmiunity. 
8, 9, 126, 189 

Werlczeugf 107, 112; position of, 
in the Community, 108; Barbara 
Heinemann called as, 123; di- 
vine consent through, necessary 
to marriage, 133; interference 
of, with marriage, 133; photo- 



graphs condemned by, 143; 
functions of, at renewing of 
Covenant, 217 

WerJcBenge, instruments of the 
Lord, 22; words of, recorded 
by scribes, 23 ; reference to, 119, 
121, 132, 318; disobedience re- 
buked by, 124; testimonies of, 
concerning insubordination, 125 ; 
reading condemned by, 147, 
148; divine guidance of Com- 
munity through, 222; appoint- 
ment of, 223; testimonies of, 
of equal authority with Bible, 
233; overseer of, 235; nature 
and scope of the testimonies of 
the, 235-237, 256; appointment 
and supervision of, 235, 236; 
qualifications of, 296; many 
psalms written by, 306; six, in 
Conmiunity in 1715, 326; Chris- 
tian Metz rebuked by overseer 
of, 365 

West Amana, laying out of vil- 
lage of, 79; reference to, 95; 
flouring mill at, 176 

Whigs, member of Community 
elected supervisor by, 162 

Wiehr, Josef, translations by, 8 

Wine, manufacture of, 186; ap- 
portionment of, to individuals, 
186 

Wine-cellar, 185 

Wine-keeper, functions of, 186 

Winzenried, Dr. C. J., President 
of the Great Council of the 
Brethren, 346; sketch of, 348 

Winzenried, Charles M., associ- 
ate of Christian Metz, 348 

Wittmer, Jacob, former Presi- 
dent of Amana Society, 349 

Women, Amana, ability of, in 
knitting and crocheting, 141; 
position of, 156, 161; descrip- 
tion of costume of, 159, 160; 
emplojrment of, in woolen mills, 
178 

Wool, purchase of, 176 
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Woolen Mills. (See MUIb, Wool- 
en) 

Workmanihipy effident, 181 

World, members entoring Com- 
mimitj from, 118; emplojment 
of farm assistants from, 169 

Wortemberg, beginning of edn- 
eation at, 189 

YxAB books. (&te JahrhUeher) 

Zeugniise, (See Beseugwngen) 

Zinsendorf , Connt, protection of 
Hermhuter l^, 336 

Zion, fulfilment of promise to 
children of, 221 

Zoar Soeietj, the, civil actions 
brought against, 86; treatment 
of tramps by, 101, 102; refer- 
ence to, 118; former member 
of, 119; attitude of, toward eel- 



ibacj and marriage, 129; mu- 
sic in, 167; prejudice against 
tobacco among members of, 
186; prominent Tnq>irationist 
formerlj from, 841; important 
cases regarding legal aspects of, 
344; Christian Mets's opinion 
of religious services of, 351; 
spiritual head of, 353; unpro- 
gr e ss i ve business spirit of, 360; 
STorsion to ministers of world 
of, 375 

Zoar Society, Higtory of ihe^ hj 
E. O. Bandall, 346 

Zoarites, similarity between In- 
spirationists and, 119 

Zdrich, persecution of earlj In- 
spiradonists bj Lutheran clergy 
in, 30 

Zweibrficken, banishment of Br. 
E&mpf, from, 328 
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